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JhMra hien, dixo el Cura, iraedme, tenor huSsped, aquuaoi 
librat, que hs quiero verl Que me place, reepondid ely y en^ 

I 

tTQHmn^ ew tU OpOWPIUO^' tOCv TKf^WHI fVIIUeilllll vl^Jw cvryxKHi 

Am mia cadbitUs^ y tAHMMa, haU6 en eUa tree Ubros grandee 
y unoe papeks de mutf imena letra e^ritos de fnanp.r^J)ov 
Qvi3K>TE^ ttettt I. Ci^fMdo ^. ^ 

1% 18 mighty w^ Mid the piiett ; frtf, landlord^ hringme 
thoie hooks^ ,fiir I have a mind to see them. With all my 
hearty answered ihe host; and^ going to his diatnher^ he 

tMUUgnV ffVw. B UiUB imr vnlBVIIi^^ WlCIt B pnOIOCK oBa v mUrfr liV 

it> and opening it^ he look o^ three laige Toliunes, and some 
manuscript papers written in a fine character.— Jaayis's 
Translaium, 
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THE HEART OF MUXLOTHIAN. 



CHAPTEE I. 

So soon M I can win the ofifended King 
I will be known your advocate. 



Ths Dttke of Aiigyle led the way in silence 
to the smaU pofltera by which they h^d been 
Emitted into lUQbmpnd Fkurfc, sp long the 
favourite residence of Quieen Caroling. It 
was opened by the same half^seen janitor, 
and they found theinselves begrond the pre- 
ciqqts of the royal demesne. Still not a word 
was spoken Qn either aide* The Duke pro- 
bably wished to allow his rustic protegee 
time to recruit her faculties, dazzled and 
«iak wi^ cftlloqtuy snbUme ; tnd betwixt 
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v^hat she had guessed, had beard, and had 
seen, Jeanie Deans*s mind was too milch 
agitated to permit her to ask any ques* 
tions. 

They found the carriage of the Duke in 
the place where they had left it ; and when 
they resumed their places, soon began to 
advance rapidly on their return to town. 

<< I think, Jeanie,^ said the Duke, break- 
ing silence, •* you hare every reason to con- 
gratulate yourself on the issue of your inter- 
view with her Majesty."* 

•« And that leddy was the Queen her- 
sell ?'' said Jeanie ; *' I misdoubted it when 
I saw that your honour didna put on your 
hat-^And yet I can hardly believe it, even 
when I heard her speak it hersell." 

•• It was certainly Qdeen Caroline,'* re- 
plied the Duke. " Have you no curiosity 
to see what is in the little pocket-book ?" 
^ << Do you think the pardon will be in it, 
sir T said Jeanie, with the eager animation 
of hope. 

^« Why, no/' repiifed the Duke j « that 
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is unlikely. They seldom carry these things 
about them, unless they were likely to be 
wanted ; and besides, her Majesty told you 
it was the King, not she, who was to grant 
it,'* . 

*• That is true too," said Jeanie ; " but 
I am so confused in my mind — But doea 
your honour think there is a certainty of 
Effie's pardon then ?'' continued she, still 
holding in her hand the unopened pocket^ 
book. 

" Why, kings are kittle cattle to shoe 
behind, as we say in the norths'* replied 
tl)e Duke ^ *^ but his wife knows his trim, 
and I have not the least doubt that the 
matter is quite certain/' 

" O God be praised ! God be praised !** 
Maculated Jeanie ; ^* and may tJie gude 
leddy never want the heart's ease she has 
gi'en me at this moment — And God bless* 
you too, my Lord ! without your help I 
wad ne'er hae won near her.'* . ', 

The Duke let hep 4w^l upon this spb^ 
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ject for a considerable tune, ciinous, per- 
luips, to see how long the fbeHogs of gratis 
tude would continue to supersede those of 
curiosity. But so feeble was the latter feel- 
ing in Jennie's mind, that his Grace, with 
whom, perhaps, it was for the time a little 
stronger, was obliged once more to bring 
forward the subject of the Queen's present. 
It was opened accordingly, in the inside 
of Uie case were the usual assortment of 
silk and needles, with scissars, tweaz^B^ 
&c.; and in the pocket was a bank-bill 
lor fifty pounds. 

The Duke had no sooner informed Jeanie 
of the value of this last document, for kho 
was unaccustomed' to see notes fot such 
sums, than she expressed her regret at fhe 
mistake which had taken place. ^ For the 
hussy itsell," she said, *^ was a very valu- 
able thing for a keepsake,* with the Queen's 
name written in the inside with her ain hind 
doubtless — CareUneh^va plain as could be^ 
and a crown drawn aboonit." 
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She therefore tendered the bill to the 
Duke, requfidtk^ him to find some mode 
of returning it to the royal owner. 

^ Not, no» Jeanie/* said the Duke» ^ there 
is no mistake in Uie case. Her Majesty 
knows you have been put to great expence^ 
and she wi^es to make it up to you.'* 

^ I am sure she is even ostt gude/' said 
Jeuiie, ^' and it glads me muckle that I can 
pay back Dumbiedikes his siller, without 
distressing my father, honest man/' 

^ Dumbiedikes ? What, a freeholder of 
Mid-Lothian is he not ^ said his Grace^ 
whose occasional residence in tliat county 
made him acquainted with mort of the he* 
ritors, as landed persons are termed in Scot* 
land — <^ He has a house not far from Dai- 

* f 

keitb, wears a black wig and a laced hat ?^ 
«^ Yes, sir,'' answered Jeanie, who had her 

reasons for being brief in her answers upon 

this topic. 

<< Ah ! my old friend Dumbie !" said tiie 

Duke 1^1 have thrice seen hin fou* and 
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only once heard the sound of his 
he a cousin of yours, Jeanie ?" 

** No, sir, my Lord.*" 

" Then he must be a well-wisher, I sus- 
pect ?" 

" Ye— yes, — ^my Lord, sir,** answered 
Jeanie, blushing, and with hesitation. 

<< Aha ! then, if the Laird starts, I sup- 
pose my friend Butler must be in some 
d.anger ?** 

^' O no, sir," answered Jeanie much 
more readily, but at the same time blush- 
ing much more deeply. 

•^ Well, Jeanie," said the Duke, " you 
are a girl may be safely trusted with your 
own tnatters, and I shall enquire no further 
about them. But as to this same pardon, I 
must see to get it passed through the proper 
forms ; and I have a friend in office who will, 
for auld lang syne, do me so much favour. 
And then, Jeanie, as I shall have occasion 
to send an express down to Scotland, who 

^'in tKy^l-^?*!Lill?f^ and more swifUjr 



THB HBABT OF MID^LOTHIAK. 9 

than you can do, I will take care to have it 
put into the proper channel ; meanwhile 
you may write to your fnends by po$t of 
your good success/* 

" And does your Honour think,'* said 
Jeanie, <* that will do as weel as I were to 
ti^e my tap in my lap, and slip my ways 
hame again on my ain errand ?*' 
. * • Much better, certainly,** said the Duke. 
" You know, the roads are not very safe for 
a single woman to travel." 

Jeanie internally acquiesced in this ob« 
servation« 

^< And I have a plan for you besides. 
One of the Duchess's attendants, and one 
of mine — ^your acquaintance Archibald-^ 
are going down to Inverara in a light ca« 
lash, with four horses I have bought, and 
there is room enough in the carriage for 
you to go with them as far as^Glasgovv, 
where Archibald will find means of send- 
ing you safely to Edinburgh — And. in the 
way, I beg you will teach the woman as 
much as you can of the mystery of cbeese- 

A S 
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making, fbr ste is to have a charge in the 
dairy, istnd I dare swear you areas tidy about 
your miilc.pail as about ywir dress.** 

" Does your Honoirr iike ciieese T said 
Jeanie^ with a gleam of conscious delight 
as she asked the question. 

** I^ke it ?'' said the Duke, whose good- 
nature anticipated what was to follow,-— 
^ cakes and cheese are a dinner for an enw 
peror, let alone a Highlandinan.*' 

^* Because,'' said Jeanie, with modest 
confidence, and great. and evident self- 
congratulation, <^ we have been thought so 
particular in making cheese, that some folk- 
think it as gude as the real Dunlop ; and 
if your Honour's Grace wad but accept a 
istane or twa, blytbe, and fain, and proud it 
wad make us. But maybe ye may like the 
ewe-milk or the Buckholmside cheese bet- 
ter ; or n^aybe the gait milk, as ye come frae 
the Highlands — and I canna pretend just 
to the same skeel o' them ; but my cousin 
Jean, that lives at Lockermachus in Lam* 

r * 

mermuir, I could speak to her, and"« 
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^ Quite unnecefsaiyy'* said the Dake; 

^ the Dunlc^ is the very cheese of whieh 

I am so foody and I will take it as tht 

greatest favour you can do me to send one 

-to Caroline-Park. But remeadber, be on 

honour with h, JeaniCt and make it aU 

yourself, for i am a real good judge." 

^< I am not feared,'' said Jeanie confidents 

Jy, ^ that I may please your Honour ; for I 

am sure you look as if you could hardly find 

£uilt wi* ony body that did their best ; and 

weel is it my part, I trow, to do mine.** 

This discourse introduced a topic upon 
.which the two tcaveliers, though so differ- 
ent in cao]k and education, found each a 
good deal to say. The Duke, besides hia 
other patriotic qualities^ was a distinguish- 
ed agriculturistf and proud of his know^ 
ledge in that department. He entertained 
Jjsanie with his observations on the differ- 
ent breeds of cattle in Scotland, and their 
capacity for tfae4airy, and received so much 
information from her {iractical experience 
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in return^ that he promised het a couple of 
Devonshire cows in reward of the lesson* 
In short, his mind was so transported back 
to his rural employments and amusements^ 
that he sighed when his carri^e stopped 
opposite to the old hackney-coach, which 
Archibald had kept in attendance at the 
place where they had left it While the 
coachman again bridled his lean cattle, 
which had been indulged with a bite of 
musty hay, the Duke cautioned Jeanie not 
to be too. communicative to her landlady 
concerning what had passed. ^* There is/" 
he saidi << no use of speaking of matters till 
they are actually settled ; and you may re- 
fer the good lady to Archibald, if she presses 
you hard with questions* She is his old ac- 
quaintance, and he knows how to manage 
with her.** 

He then took a cordial farewell of Jeanie, 
and told her to be ready in the ensuing 
week to return to Scotland—saw her safely 
established in her hackney-coach, and roll- 
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ed off in his own carriage,^ humming a stan* 
za of the ballad which he is said to have 
composed :— 

'^ At the sight of Dumbarton once again, 
ril cock up m J bonnet and march amain^ 
With my claymore hanging down to my heelf 
To whang at the bannocks of barley meal." 

Perhaps one ought to be actually a Scotch- 
man to conceive how ardently, under all dis- 
tinctionsof rank and situation, they feel their 
mutual connexion with each other as na^ 
tives of the same country. There are, I be* 
lieve, more associations comm<Mi to the in- 
habitants of a rude and wild, than of a well 
/cultivated and fertile country ; their ancesp 
-tors have more seldomchangedtheirpJace of 
residence ; their mutual recollection of re^ 
markable objects.is more accurate } the high 
and the low are more interested in each 
x>thers welfare ; the feelipgs of kindred and. 
relationship are more widely extended, and, 
in a word, the bonds of patriotic affection, 
-always honourable even' when a little too 
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exclusively dtrainedt have more influence 
on men's feeliiigs and actions. 

The rumbling hackney* coaeh winch tum* 
bled over the (then) exeprable London 
pavement, at a rate very different from that 
which had conveyed the ducal carriage to 
Richmond^ at length deposited Jeanie 
Deans and her attendant at the national^ign 
of the Thistle. Mrs Glass^ iirho had been 
in long and anxious expectation, now rush«- 
ed, full of eager curiosity and open-mouth- 
ed interrogation, upon our heroine* v^bo 
was positively finable to sustain the overi- 
whelming cataract of her questions which 
burst forth with the .sublimity of a grand 
gardyloo >^f* Had she seen the Duke, God 
bless him-»the Duchess-^tiie young la- 
^s ?-— Had she seen the King, Qod bless 
him — the Queen—- the Prince of Wales<^ 
the Princess-— or any of the rest of the 
royal family ?— Had she gotber sister^s par- 
don ?— Was it out and out-— or was it only 
a commutation of punishment P-^^-How far 
had she gone— where had fiie driven 
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Irhom had she seen — irtiat had been raid— 
what had kept her so long .^ 

Such were the VAiious queatioiis huddled 
tipon each othet by n cuiioi^y so eager, 
that it could hardly wait for its own gratifi- 
cation. Jeanie would have been more than 
Buffici^itty embarrassed by this over-bearing 
tkle of interrogatiottSy had not Archibald, 
who had probabiy received from his mas- 
ter a hint to that pur(x>se, advanced to her 
rescue. ^ Mrs Glass,'' said Ardhibald, << his 
Grace desired the piarticularly to say, that 
he would take it as a great &vour if you 
would ask the young woman no questions, 
as he wishes to explain to you more dis- 
tinctiy than she can do how her affiim 
stand, and consult you on some matters 
idiich she cannot altogether so well explain. 
The Duke will call at the Thistie to-moi^ 
tow or next day for that purpose.'^ ^ 

<* His Grace is very condescending,'* said 
Mrs Glassi her zeal for enquiry slaked for 
the present by the dejcterous administration 
of this sugar-plumb-—^' his Grace is sensible 
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that I am in a maiiDer accountable for the 
conduct of my young kinswoman, and no 
doubt his Grace is the best judge how far 
he should entrust her or me with the ma* 
nagement of her affairs.'^ , 

" His Grace is. quite sensible of that/* 
answered Archibald with national gravity^ 
'< and will certainly trust what he has to 
say to the most discreet of the two ; and 
therefore Mrs Glass, his Grace relies you 
will speak nothing to Mrs Jean Deans^ 
either of her own affairs or her sister's, un- 
till he sees you himself. He denred me 
to assure ypu, in the mean while, that all 
was going on as well as your kindness 
oould wish, Mrs Glass." 
^* His Grace is very kind—very consider- 
ate, certainly, Mr Archibald— his Grace's 
commands shall be obeyed, and But 
you have had a far drive, Mr Archibald, as 
I guess by the time of your absenpe, and 
I guess^' (with an engaging smile) *' you 
winna be the waur of a glass of the right 
Rosa Soils.'* 
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** I thank you, Mrs Glass/' said the grtat 
man's great maoy ** but I am under the ne- 
cessity of returning to my Lord directly.? 
And making his adieus civilly to both coui- 
sinsy he left the shop of the Lady of the 
Thistle. 

** I am glad your affiurs have prospered 
u> well, Jeanie, my love,'' said Mrs Glass ^ 
*^ though indeed there was little fear of 
them so soon as the Duke of Argyle was 
so condescending as to take them into 
hand. I will ask you no questions about 
them, because bis Grace, who is most con- 
siderate and prudent in such matters, in- 
tends to tell me all that you ken yourself, 
dear, and doubtless a great deal more ; so 
that any thing that may lie heavily on your 
mind may be imparted to me in the mean- 
time, as you see it k his Grace's pleasure 
that I should be made acquainted with 
the whole matter forthwith, and whether 
you or he tells it, will make no difibience 
in the world, ye ken. If I ken what he is 
going to say beforehand, I will be. much 
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mere ready to ghre my adlvice, and whether 
you or ht tell me about tt^ cannot much 
signify after all, my dean So you may jurt 
aay whatever you like^ only mind I ask y<(m 
no questioisi about it." 

Jeanie was a little embarrassed* She 
thought that tbe communication she had 
to make was perhaps the pnly means she 
might have in her power to gratify her 
friendly and hospitable kinswoman. Birt 
her prudence instantly suggei^ed that her 
aecret interview with Queen Caroline, which 
seemed to pass under a certain sort of mys* 
tery, was fiot a proper subject for the go». 
^Ip of a woiiian like Mrs Glass, of whose 
heart she bad a much better opinion tham 
of her prudence. She^ therefore, answered 
in general,, that the Duke had had the ex- 
traerdioary kindness to make very particular 
enquiries iato her sister's badaffiur, and that 
be thought he had fdund the means of put* 
ting it a' straight again^but that he propo- 
«ed to tell all that he thought about the 
matter to Mrs Glass herself. 



Tilts did luyt quite Misfy the penetrating 
Mistress <^ the Thistle* Sesrclmig m her 
Awn small rapptee, dhe, in i^ite of her pr<^ 
mide» urged Jeanie wtth^ still for ther ^es» 
tions. << Had she been a' that time at As- 
gyle-house? Was the Duke with her the 
whole time I and had she seen the Duchess ? 
and had she seen the young ladies — ^and 
specially Lady Caroline Campbell?" — To 
these questions Jeanie gave the general re- 
ply, that she knew so little of the town that 
she could not tell exactly where she bad 
been ; that she had not seen the Duchess, 
to 'her knowledge ; that she had seen two 
ladies, one of whom she understood bore 
the name of Caroline ; and more, she said, 
she could not tell about the matter. 

^^ It would be the Duke's eldest daugh- 
ter, Lady Caroline Campbell— there is no 
doubt of that,** said Mrs Glass ; ^ but» 
doubtless, I shall know more particularly 
through his Grace. — And so, as the dloth 
is laid in the little parlour above stairs, and 
it is past three o'clock, foi I have been wait* 
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iDg this hour for you, and I have had a snack 
myself, and, as they, used to say in Scotland 
in my time — I do not ken if the word be 
used now-^there is ill talking between a- 
full body and a fasting." 
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THE HEART OF MID-LOTHIAN. SI 



CHAPTER II. 

Hesf ea first lent letters to some wretch's md^ 
Some banished lorer» or some captif e mauL 

Pori. 

Bt dint of unwonted labour with the pen, 
Jeanie Deans contrived to indite, and give 
to the charge of the postman on the ensu- 
ing day, no less than three letters, an exer- 
tion altogether strange to her habits i inso- 
much so, that, if milk had been plenty, she 
would rather have made thrice as many 
Dunlop cheeses. The first of them was 
very brief. It was addressed to George 
Staunton, Esq. at the Rectory, Willing- 
ham, by Grantham ; the address being 
part of the information which she had ex- 
tracted from the communicative peasant 
who rode before her to Stamford. It was 
in these words :~- 



fC TAVBa 09 MY LANDIX>&I>. 

« SlE, 

•* To prevent farder mischieves, whereol" 
there hiUh been enough, comes these : Sir^ 
I have my sister's pardon from the Queen's 
Majesty, wheceof, I do not doubt, you will 
be glad, having had to say naut of matters 
whereof you know tiie purport. S1O9 sir, I 
pray fgr your better welfare in bodie and 
soul, and that it will please the fisycian to 
^ vijitt yott ifk His good time* Alwsties,, sir, I , 
jfnji yQU wiU n«ver qoine i^in to see my 
sister, whereof theiie has been too muck* 
And so» wi^iDg you no.eyil, but.even your 
best good,^ that you may be turned from 
jiQux iniquity^ (Ibr wjby suld ye die ?) I rest 
yow humble servant to camman4f Ye ken 



I 



The next letteo- wais to her &tber. It is 
too long. altogether fyt inaenttpti, so we on- 
ly^ ^ve a few extracts. }t commenqed-f-^ 

'* JOeimert and ln^. hcmmmlF^^er, 

«< This comes with my .duty tot iofpiw 

9 
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yoUf tfatt it hii8 pleaafd God to redeem that 
oaf tivkie of my poor sister, in respect the 
Qoeen'fl Uessed Migestyt for whom we are 
ever hound to prajt bath redeemed her aoid 
tBom t^ alayet, gevotxng the nmsom of her, 
whi& is ane pardon or reprieve. And I 
sp^e-iHth the Queen £ice to face, and yet 
lives f<v >4»e is not mnckle difiering from 
other, grand teddies, saying that she hath a 
4tate^ l^mence^ and een like a hlue hunt- 
i«' hawk's, whilk gaed tbrou* und throu' me 
Ukie a HieUnd djork-^ And all this good was^ 
sdway under the Great Givw, to whom aQ 
are but instr^meati^ wrou^ forth for as 
by the Duk of Argils, wha is ane native 
truf-hearted Scotsman, and , not priddb^ 
like, cfther follqs we ken of«-«nd likewise 
skediy enow itk hestiajl, wh^eof he has pro- 
mised to gk*e v^ tva Devonshire kye, of 
which he is enaBK>ured, although I do still 
baud by the real hawkit Akshire breed**- 
^nd I hirve promised him a cheese ; and I 
wad. WU8S ye, if Gowans, the brockit cow, 
has a qogff that she.suld suck her fill of 
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milk, as I am given to understand he haft 
none of that breed, and is not scomfu', bat 
iiriU take a thing frae a puir body, that it may 
lighten their heart of the loading of debt 
that they awe him. Also his. Honour the 
Duke will accept ane of our Dunlop cheeses, 
and it sdl be my faut if a better was ever 
yearned in Lowden."-»[Here follow some 
observations respecting the breed of cattle^ 
and the produce of the dairy, which it is 
our intention to forward to the Board of 
Agriculture.] — ** Nevertheless, these are but 
matters of the after-harvest in respect of 
the great good which Providence hath gift- 
ed us with — and, in especial, poor Effie's 
*life. And O, my dear fath'^r, since it hath 
pleased God to be merciful to her, let her 
not want your free pardon, whilk will make 
her m^et to be ane vessel of grace, and also 
a comfort to your ain graie hairs. Dear 
-father, will ye let the Laird ken that we 
have bad friends strangely raised up to us, 
«and that the talent whilk be lent me will be 
thankfully repaid. I hae some of it fo the 

6 
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/ere ; and the rest of it is not knotted up 
in ane purse or napkin^ but in ane wee bit 
paper, as is the fashion heir, whilk I am as- 
sured is gude for the^iller. Andt dear fa- 
ther, through Mr Butler's means I had gude 
friendship with the Duke^ for their had been 
kindness between their forbears in the auld 
troublesome time bye-past. And Mrs Glass 
has been kind like my very mother. She 
has a braw house here, and lives bien and 
warm, wi' twa servant lasses, and a man and 
a callant In the shop. And she is to send 
you doun a pound of her hie-drled, and 
isome other tobaka, and we maun think of 
some propine for her, since her kindness 
hath beengr^eat. And the Duk is to send 
the ^pardun doun by an express messenger, 
in respect that I canna travel sae fast ; and 
I am to come doun wi' twa of his Honour's 
servants-— that is, John Archibald, a decent 
elderly gentleman, that says he has seen you 
lang syne when ye were buying beasts in 
the west frae the Laird of Aughtermuggi- 

TOL. IV. B 
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tie— but maybe ye winna mind him-^-ony 
way, he's a civil man-^and Mrs Dolly Dut- 
ton, that is to be dairy-maid at Inverara ; 
-and they bring me on as far as Glasgow 
whilk will make it nae pinch to win hame, 
whilk I desire of all things. May the Giver 
of all good things keep ye in your outgauns 
and incomings, whereof devoutly prayeth 
your loving dauter^ 

" Jean Deans."* 

The third letter was to Butler, and its 
tenor as follows :— 

•« Master Butler. 
*• Sib, — It will be pleasure to you to ken, 
that all I came for is, thanks be to God, 
weel dune and to the gude end, and that 
your forbear's letter was right welcome, to 
the Duke of Argile, and that he wrote your 
name down with a kylevine pen in a leathern 
book, whereby it seems like he will do for 
you either wi' a scule or a kirk ; he has 
enow of baith| as I am assured. And I have 
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sera the Queen, which gave me a hussy case 
out of her own hand. She had not her crowft 
and skeptre, but they are laid bye for her, 
like the bairns' best claise, to be worn when 
she needs thetn. And they are keepit in a 
tour, wfaiik is not like the tour of Libber- 
ton, nor yet Craigmillar, but mair like to tbe 
castell of Edinburgh, if the buildings were 
taen and set down in the midst of the Nor*- 
Loch. Also the Queen was very bounteous, 
giving me a paper worth fiftie pounds, as I 
am assured, to pay my expences here and 
back agen-~Sae, Master Butler, as we were 
aye neebours bairns, forbye ony thing else 
that may hae been spoken between us, I 
trust you winna skrimp yoursell for what is 
needfu' for your health, since it signifies not 
muckle whilk & us has the siller, if the other 
wants it. And mind this is no meant to baud 
ye to ony thing whilk ye wad rather forget, 
if ye suld get a charge of a kirk or a scule, 
as above said. Only I hope it will be a scule, 
and not a kirk, because of these difficulties 
anent aiths and patronages, whilk might 
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gang ill doun wt' my. honest father. Only 
if ye could compas a harmonious call frae 
the parish of Skreegh-me*dead, as ye anes 
had hope of» I trow it wad please him weel ; 
since I h^e heard him say, that the root of 
the matter was mair deq[>ly hafted in that 
wild muirland parish than in the Canogate 
of Edinburgh. I wish I had whaten books 
ye wanted, Mr Butler, for they hae haill 
houses of them here, and they are obliged 
to set sum out in the street, whilk are sauld 
cheap, doubtless, to get them out of the 
weather. It is a muckle place, and I hae 
seen sae muckle of it, that my poor head 
turns round«-*And ye ken langsyne I am 
nae great pen-woman — ^and it is near eleven 
o'clock o' the aight. I am cumming dowa 
in good company, and safe-^and I had trou- 
bles in gaun up, whilk makes me blyther of 
travelling wi' kend folk. My cousin, Mrs 
Glass, has a braw house here, but a' thing 

r 

is sae poisoned wi' ^nuff, that I am like to 
be scomfished whiles. But what signifies 
these things, in comparison of the great de- 
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Ihrerance whilk has be^n vouchsafed to my 
father*^ house, in whilk you, as our auld and 
dear well-wisher, will, I dout not, rejoice 
and be exceedingly glad. And I am, dear 
Mr Butler, your sincere well-wisher in tern- 
poral and eternal things, 

« J. !>:' 

After these labours of an unwonted kind, 
Jeanie retired to her bed, yet scarce could 
sleep a few minutes together, so often was 
she awakened by the heart-stirring consci* 
ousness of her sister's safety, and so power- 
fully urged to deposit her burthen of joy, 
where she had before laid her doubts and 
sorrows, ill the warm and sincere exercises 
of dev'otion. 

AH the next) and all the succeeding day, 
Mrs Glass fidgetted about her shop in the 
agony of expectation, like a pea (to use a 
vulgar simile which her profession renders 
appropriate,) upon one of her own tobacco- 
pipes. With the third morning came the 
expected coach, with four servants cluster* 
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ed behind on the foot-board, in dark*brown 
and yellow liveries ; the Duke in person, 
with laced coat, gold- headed cane, star and 
garter, all, as the story-book says, very 
grand. 

He enquired for his little countrywoman 
at Mrs Griass, but without requesting to 
see her, probably because he was unwilling 
to give an appearance of personal inter- 
course betwixt them, which scandal might 
have misinterpreted. ^< The Queen," he said 
to Mrs Glass, ^ had. taken the case of her 
kinswoman into her gracious consideration^ 
and being specially moved by the affec- 
tionate and resolute character of the elder 
sister^ bad condescended to use her power* 
ful intercession with his Majesty, in conse- 
quence of which a pardon had been dis- 
patched to Scotland to Effie Deans, on con- 
dition of her banishing herself forth of Scot- 
land for. fourteen years. The king's advo- 
cate had insisted^" he said, f' upon this qua- 
lification of the pardon, having pointed out 
to his Majesty's ministers that within the 
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course of only seven years, twenty-one in- 
stances of child murther had occurred in 
Scotland.'' 

** Weary on him !" said Mrs Glass, ** what 
for needed he to have telled that of his aia 
country^ and to the English folk abune a' ? 
I used aye to think the advocate a douce 
decent man, but it is an ill bird — begging 
your Grace's pardon for speaking of such 
a coorse bye- word. And then what is the 
poor lassie to do in a foreign land ?— Why, 
waes me, its just sending her to play the 
same pranks ower again, out of sight or 
guidance of her friends/' 

" Pooh ! pooh!" said the Duke, « that 
need not be anticipated. Why, she may 
come up to London, or she may go over to 
America, and marry well for all that is come 
and gone." 

•* In troth, and so she may, as youc 
Grace is pleased to intimate," replied Mrs 
Glass ; ^* and now I think upon it, there is 
my old correspondent in Virginia, Ephraim 
Buckskin, that has supplied the Thistle this 
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forty years with tobacco, and it is not a lit- 
tle that serves our turn, and he has been 
writing to me this ten years to send him 
out a wife. The carle is not above sijcty, 
and hale and hearty, and well to pass in the 
world, and a line from my hand would set- 
tle the matter, and Effie Deans*s misfortune 
(forbye that there is no special occasion to 
speak abont it) would be thought little of 
there.** 

•< Is she a pretty girl ?^' said the Duke, 
** her sister does not get beyond a good 
comely sonsy lass.*' 

«« Oh, far prettier is Effie than Jeanie,** 
said Mrs Glass ; *^ though it is long since 
I saw her my sell, but I hear of the Deansea 
by all myLowden friends when they come— • 
your Grace kens we Scots are clannish bo« 
dies.'' 

• «* So much the better for us,^ said the 
Duke, «« and the worse for those who med- 
die with us, as your good old-fashioned 
Scots sign says, Mrs Glass. And now i 
hope you will approve of the measures 
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I have taken for restoriog your kinswoman 
. to berfiriends." These he detailed at length, 
-and Mrs Glass gave her unqualified appro- 
bation, with a smile and a cnrtsejr at every 
sentence. ^^And now, Mrs Glass, you 
mutt tell Jeanie, I hope she will not forget 
my cheese when she gets down to Scotland^i 
Archibald haa my orders to arrange all her 
expences^'^ 

<^ Begging your Grace's humble pardon," 
aaid yh% Glass, ** tt*s a pity to trouble your* 
self about them ;. the Deanses are wealthy 
people in thek way, and the lass has money 
in her pocket'* 

^ That's all vtx^ true,'' said the Duke ;. 
f* but you know where MacCallummore 
travels he pays all ; it i^ our highland pri- 
vilege to take from all what we want, and< 
to give to all what ^ey want'' 

<< Your Grace's better at giving than 
taking" said Mrs Glass- 

.** To shew you the contrary^" said the 
Duke, <*I will fill my box out of this cannister 
without paying you a bawbee ;" and again 

B 3 
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desiring to be remembered to Jeanie, with 
his good wishes for her safe journey, he. de*, 
parted, leaving Mrs Glass uplifted in heart 
and in countenance, the proudest and hap* 
piest of tobacco and snuff dealers. 

Reflectively, his Grace's good humour 
and affability had a favourable efiect upon 
Jeanie's situation. Her kinswoman, though 
civil and kind to her, had acquired too 
much of London breeding to be perfectly 
satisfied with her cousin's rustic add nation^ 
al dress, and was, besides, something scan* 
dalized at the cause of her journey to Lon* 
don. Mrs Glass might, therefore, have been 
less sedulous in her attentions towards Jea- 
nie^ but for the interest which the foremost 
of the Scottish nobles (for such, in all men's 
estimation, was the Duke of Argyle) seemed 
to take in her fate. Now, however, as a 
kinswoman whose virtues and domestic af- 
fections had attracted the notice and ap- 
probation of royalty itself^ Jeanie stood to 
her relative in a light very different and 
much more favourablci aAd was not only 
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treated with kindness, but with actual ob« 
seivance and respect* 

It depended upon herself alone to have 
made 'as many visits, and seen as many 
sights, as lay within Mrs Glass's pawar 
to compass. But, excepting that she dined 
abroad with one or two ** far-away kin^ 
folk," and that she paid the same respect, 
on Mrs Glass's strong urgency, to Mrs De» 
puty Dabby, wife of the Worshipiid Mr 
Deputy Dabby, of Farringdon Without, 
she did not avail herself of the opportuni* 
ty. As Mrs Dabby wa!$ the second lady of 
great rank whom Jeanie had seen in Lon* 
do», she used sometimes afterwards to draw 
a parallel betwixt her and the Queen, in 
which she observed, that ** Mrs Dabby 
was dressed twice as grand, and was twice 
as big, and spoke twice as loud, and twice 
as muqkle as the. Queen did, but she hadna* 
the same goss-bawk glance that makes :the 
skin creep, and the knee bend ; and though 
she had very kindly gitted her with a loaf 
ofsugar and twa punds of tea, yet alie had- 
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na a'thegether the sweet look that the Queen 
had when she put the needle* book into her 
hand.'' 

Jeanie might have enjoyed the sights and 
novelties of this great city more, bad it not 
been for the qualification added to her sis 
ter^s pardon, which greatly grieved her af- 
fectionate disposition^ On this subject, how- 
ever, her mind was somewhat relieved by a 
letter which she received in return of post*^ 
in answer to that which she had written ta 
her father. With his affectionate blessing, 
it brought his full approbation of the step 
which she bad taken, as one inspired by 
the immediate dictates of Heaven, and 
which she had been thrust upon in order 
that she might become the meana of safe- 
ty to a perishing household. 

^ If ever a deliverance was dear and pre- 
cious, this,^' said the letter, ^< is a dear and 
precious deliverance*— and if life saved can 
be made more sweet and savoury, it is when 
it eometh by the hands of those whom we 
bold in the ties of affection. And do not 
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let your heart be disquieted within yoir, 
that this victiin, wlio is rescued from the 
horns of the altar, whereuntir she was fast 
bound by the eharns of human law, is now 
to be driven beyond the bounds of our 
Ifflid. Scotland is a blessed land to those 
who love the ordinances of Christianity, and 
it is a faer land to look upon, and dear ta 
them who have dwek in it s^ their days; and 
weel said that judicious Christian, worthy 
Min Livingstone, a sailor in Borrowstoun« 
ness, as the famous Patrick Walker reportetb 
Us w«d8, that howbeit he thought Scotland 
was aOebennah of wickedness when he was 
at heme, yet, when he was abroad, he ac^ 
counted it ane paradise; for the evilti of Scot-^ 
land he found every where, and the good 
of Scotland he found na where. Bilt we 
are to hold in remembrance that Scotland^ 
though it be our native land, and the land 
^ our fathers, is not like Goshen^, in Egypt, 
on whilk the sun of the heavens and of the 
goqiel shineth aUraarly, and leaveth the rest 

4 
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of the world in utter darkness* Therefore, 
and also because this increase of profit at 
Saint Leonard's Crags, may be a cauld waiTof 
wind blawing from the frozen land of earthly 
self, where never plant of grace took ropt 
or grew, and because my concerns make 
me take something ow^r muckle a grip of 
the gear of the warld in mine arms, I receive 
this dispensation anent Effie as a call to 
depart out of Haran, as righteous Abraham 
of old, and leave my father's kindred and 
my mother's house, and the ashes and mould 
of t'^em who have gone to sleep before me, 
and v\ hich wait to be mingled with these auld 
crazed bones of mine own. And my heart i^ 
lightened to do this, when I call to mind the 
decay of active and earnest religion in this 
land, and survey the height and the depth, 
the length and the breadth of national defec* 
lions, and how the love of many is waxing 
lukewarm and cold ; and I am strengthened 
in this resolution to change my domicile, like- 
wise,as 1 hear that store-larms are to be set at 
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an easy mail in Northumberland, where there 
are many precious souls that are of pur true, 
though suffering persuasion. And sic part of 
the kye or stock as I judge it fit to keep, may 
be driven thither without incommodity-^-^say 
about Wooler, or that gate— keeping aye 
a shouther to the hills, and the rest may be 
sauld to gude profit and advantage, if we 
had grace weel to use and guide these gifts 
of the warld. The Laird has been a true 
friend on our unhappy occasions^ and I have 
paid him back the siller for EfBe's misfor* 
tune, whereof Mr Nichel Novit returned 
him no balance, as the Laird and I did ex- 
pect he wad hae done. But law licks up a% 
as the common folks say.— I have had the 
siller to borrow out of sax purses. Mr Sad- 
dletree advised to give the Laird of Louns. 
beck a charge on his band for a thousand 
merks. But I hae nae broo' of charges, 
since that awdi' morning that a tout of a 
horn, at the cross of Edinburgh, blew half 
the faithfu' ministers of Scotland out of 
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their pulpits«-^However I sail raise an adjtf^ 
dicatioD, whilk Mr Saddletree sajs com« 
nistead of the auld apprisirigs, and will not 
lose weeUwon gear with the like of him^ 
it may be helped. As for the Queen^and 
the credit that she hatb done to ^ poor 
man^ daughter, and the mercy and the 
grace ye found with her^ I can only pray 
for her weel-being here and hereafter, fbr 
the establishment of her house now and fdr 
ever, upon the throne of these kingdomt* 
I doubt not but what you^ told her Majesty^, 
that I was the same David Deans of whom 
there was a sport at the Revolution vfhea 
I noited thegither the heads of twa false 
prophets^ these ungraciiius^ Graces the pre- 
lates> as> they stood on the Hie-street, after 
being expelled from the Gonvention-parlia* 
ment The Dujce of Argyle is a noble and 
true-hearted nobleman,, wlio pleads the 
cause of the poor, and those who have none 
to help them y verily his reward shall not be 
lacking unto him. I have beerr writing of 
many things, but not of that whilk lies 



THB HBARrOV SUD« LOTHIAN. 41 

aearest mine heart^« I have seen the mis* 
guided thing; she will be at freedom the 
norn, on enacted caution that she shall 
leave Scotland in four weeks. Her mind 
i»in an evil frame,-— casting her eye biclc* 
ward on Egypt, I doubt, as if the bitter 
waters of the wilderness were harder to 
c^^ure than the brick furnaces, by the 
side of which there were savoury flesh-pots* 
J need not bid you make haste, down^ for. 
you are, excepting always my Great Mas- 
ter, my only comfort in these straights. 
I charge you to withdraw your feet from 
^ delusion of that Vanity-fitir in whiik 
ye are a sc^oumer, and not to . go to their 
worship, whiik is an ill mumbled mass, as it 
n^as weel termed by James the Sext^ though 
he afterwards^ with his unhappy son,, strove 
to bring it ower back and belly into his na« 
tive kingdom, wherethrough their ra^ci have 
beencu/k off asfoom uponthe water,.and shall 
be as Yifanderers among the nations — see 
the prophecies of Hosea, ninth and seven* 
teenth> and the same, tenth and sevenths 
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But US and our house, let us say with the 
same prophet ; « Let us return to the 

« 

Lord, for he hath torn and he will heal 
us-^He hath smitten, and he will bind us 
up." 

He proceeded to say, that he approved 
of her proposed mode of returning by Glas- 
gow, and entered into sundry minute par- 
ticulars not necessary to be quoted. A 
tingle line in the letter, but not the least 
frequently read by the party to whom it 
^ was addressed, intimated, that ^^ Reuben 
Butler had been as a son to him in his sor* 
rows." As David Deans scarce ever men* 
tioned Butler before, without some gibe, 
more or less direct, either at his carnal 
gifts and learning, or at his grandfather's 
heresy, Jeanie drew a good omen from no 
such qualifying clause being added to this 
sentence respecting him. 

A lover's hope resembles the bean in the 
nursery tale, — let it once take root, and it 
will grow so rapidly, that in the course of 
a few hours the giant Imagination builds a 
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castle on the top» and by and bye comeB 
Disappointment with the *' curtal axe," and 
hews down both the plant and the superstruc- 
ture. Jeanie's fancy, though not the most 
powerful of her faculties, was lively enough 
to transport her to a wild farm in Northum- 
berland, well stocked with milk-cows, yield 
beasts and sheep ; a meeting-house hard by, 
frequented by serious presbyterians, who 
had united in a harmonious call to Reuben 
Butler to be their spiritual guide ; — Effie 
restored, not to gaiety, but to cheerfulness 
at least ; — their father, with his grey hairs 
smoothed down, and spectacles on his nose^ 
--•herself with the maiden snood exchan- 
ged for a matron's curch — all arranged in 
a pew in the said meeting-house, listening 
to words of devotion, rendered sweeter and 
more powerful by the affectionate ties which 
combined them with the preacher. She 
cherished such visions from day to day, un- 
til her residence in London began to be- 
come unsupportable and tedious to her, 
and it was with no ordinary satisfaction 
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that she received a summons irom Argyle* 
house, requiring her in two days to be pre-> 
pared to join their northward party. 
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CHAPTER IIL 

One was a iemsHef who had grieroos iU 
Wrought iQ revenge, and she enjoyed it still; 
Sullen she was, and threatening ; in her eye 
^Crlared the stern triumph that she dared to die. 

Crabub. 

7he summons of preparation arrived af- 
ter Jeanie Deans bad resided in the mjetro- 
^olis about three weeks. 

On the morning appointed she took a 
grateful farewell of Mrs Glass, as that good 
womanffl -attention to her particularly re- 
quired, placed herself and Iter moveable 
goods, which purchases and presents had 
greatly increased, in a hackney-coach, and 
joined her travelling companions in the 
.housekeeper's apartment at Argyle house. 
While the carriage was getting ready, she 
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was informed that the Duke wished t# 
speak with her; and being ushered into a 
splendid saloon, she was surprised to find 
that he wished to present her to his lady 
^nd daughters. 

<* I bring you my little countrywoman. 
Duchess/' these were the words of the in- 
troduction } " With an army of young fel- 
lows, as gallant and steady as she is, and a 
good cause, I would not fear two to, one/' 

" Ah, papa !" said a lively young lady, 
about twelve years old, " remember you 
were full one to two at Sberifl^muir, and 
yet," (singing the well known ballad)-*— 

f ' Some say that we wan^ and some say that they Wan, 
And some say that nane -wan at &\ man ; 

But of ae thing I'm sure, that on Sheriff^muir 
A battle there was that I saw^ man." 

" What, little Mary turned Tory on my 
hands? — This will be fine news for owe 
countrywoman to carry down to Scotland T* 

** We may all turn tories for the thanks 
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we have gotten for remaining whigs^** said 
the second young lady. 

<< Well, hold your peace, you discontent- 
ed monkies, and go dress your babies ; and 
as for the Bob of Dumblane, 

^ If it wasna wed bobbit^ wed bobbit, wed bobbit^ 
If it wama weel bobbit^ we'll bobb it again.'* 

*< Papa's wit is running low,** said Lady 
Mary ; <^ the poor gentleman is repeating 
himself— be sang that on the field of battle^ 
when he was told the Highlanders had cut 
his left; wing to pieces with their clay- 
mores.** 

A pull by the hair was the repartee to 
this sally. 

<« Ahl brave Highlanders and bright 
claymores,^' said the Duke, ** well do I 
wish them, < for a' the ill they hae done 
me yet,' as the song goes. — But come, mad- 
caps, say a civil word ^to your countrywo- 
man — I wish you had half her canny hame- 
ly sense } I think you may be as leal and 
true-hearted.'' 

16 
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: lire Duchess advancedyand^in few words 
in which there was as much kindness as di- 
vility, assured Jeanie of the respect which 
she had tor a character so affecGonate^ and 
yet so firm, and added, •* When you get 
home, you wiD perhaps hear from me/^ 

<* And from me/' ** And from me.'* 
<< And from me, Jeanie," added the young 
Jadies one after the other, :^< for you are a 
credit tQ the ki^ we love so Well/' 

Jeanie, overpowered with these unex- 
pected compliments, and not aware that 
the Duke's investigation had made him ac- 
quainted with her behaviour on her sister's 
trial, could only answer by blushing, and 
curtseying round and around, and uttering 
at intervals, <*Mony thanks! mony thanks!" 

*« Jeanie," said the Duke, ** you must 
have dock an' darrochf or you will be un- 
able to travel," 

There was a salver with cake and wine 
on the table. He took up a glass^ drank 
*< to all true hearts that lo'ed . Scotland/' 
and offered a glass to his guest. 
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]yeaiife,howevfef, declined it, s tying, •♦that 
she had never tasted wiile in her life.* 

•* How comes that, JeanieP** said the 
Duke,«— ^ wine maketh glad the heart, you 
know/* ' . ' ' 

^ Ay, sir, but itiy father is tike Jonadab 
the son of Rechab, who charged hu chil- 
dren that they should drink no wine *' 

^ I thought your father would have had 
more' sense,^ said the Duke, ^ Unless/ in- 
d^ed, he prefers btandy. But, however, 
Jeatiie, if you will not drink, you must eat, 
to save the character of my house.'* * 

He thrust upon Hfer'a large piece of cake, 
ndf would he pefmit her to break otf a A*ag. ' 
ment, and lay the rest on the salver. " Put 
it in your pouch, Jeatiie,'* said he; "you 
will be* glad of it before you see St Giles's 
steeple I wish to heaven I were to see it 
as soon as you ! and so my best Service to 
all my friends at and about Auld Reekie, 
and a blithe journey to you.** * 

Anci, mixifag the' frankness of a soldier 

VOL. IV. c 



50 T4]^.,o^>^Y;.^jni^^<^ 

with buL,p^9^^.a|ij| cfj^jyitt^^ her to, 

tended to by his domestics, from the ,uq> 
treated her^. 

8e4,to,*W.bei: e^^^y pg^^^^tte^ti|<^p, s<^,,. 
*at,h^.,r^tuffi,,in ^p^t^f^ ^^^9^djafef^^,^ 

London. 

' » • ^/ . 

vi^j^^witb.tiM|^^eci|^^1i,Ripl»ipj?iM?.,. Bm^ - , 

miseiy. it be99i|a^,.oj^i^ jui4,sep^tiye,,to^ , 
was now much dift^;^,in,^ipd^ jtl^if sl^c,. 
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wllaiikihe ot)enitioii of wridngL wfts so tiauch 
more* familiar thao it waa 'to heraeif. 

^ It woalrf'liafre axfrhinr sae littfe fash,'* 
sbe-fiaid to heniilf } ^foi^Ihaeaeenhispeti 
g«ig as fait owcilr the pqptr, aa «ver it did 
ower*tlie>ivater>wheit it wais in the grey ' 
goose's witig^. Wmb< me'! maybe he may 
berbadiyui4)ut' tfaeik^ my fkther wkd likely 
bae«fid;«o»Qthibg»8lioiit itM)' maybe he 
m^ bae ta^eo'timraei asd kens na how to 
leii me^wotr of hk ^diaao^ * of mind. Ae 
needtni be^al mw^c^ £fth JsiboM it»'^-^ 
went' 01I9 drawing ii^elf upv thou^ the 
teair of honest pride and injured afiectien 
gathered 'in ^ber^^iei'arshr entertained th^ 
Bufkitxbi*-^*^ Jeanter^ Deajns ia no thep lass 
ts.<pu' htnl by :;the' deevi^'' or* put him in 
mind of wl»tiie'<wi8he8itd^i-g0e» I shall 
wisbhimf'Wdetandimp^m'tfaesaMe; and 

il he bsMf tJie>Iiid( ix> {^ a ksrk in lolir ^conn- 
trj%d I saU^gttgjand bev^ him just 'tiM» Very 
satne^ > to^ show^ thftt* I beitr nae < maKee.*^ 
Aadi M'^rfi'<feniite^|;iM$d ^tfa^ acene^' the « tear >' 
stelbfover'htfrejfit*. ' 
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« 

Jq these melancholy reveries, Jeanie had 
full time to indulge herself 4 tor her travel- 
ling cofnpanioiis, servants in a riistinguisiied 
and fashionabie family, had, of course^ many 
topics of conversation^ in .which it fvM ab- 
solutely it^possible she could have either 
pleasure or portion* She had, theretbrey 
abundant Idsure for reflection, and evenr. 
for self-tormenting, during the several days, 
which, indulging the you(ng hori^es whioh ^ 
the Duke was sending dowii tia the North 
with sufficient ease and ^hort&tagesi, they, 
occupied in reaching the vicinity of Car* 
lisle* ..-.-. 

|n approaching the vicinity of that m* •, ; 
cient eity, they discerned a considerable 
crowd vpon an eminettee at a little dip-'' 
tapce from the high xoad^ and learned from . 
sope paiMtengers .who were gathering - to- - 
war£(9 thfttjbusy scene from .the so&thwkrdt - 
that the. cause of the concourse was, %he - 
lau{i|tMe .puUic desire ^^.tb^see a domned* 
Scptch 'Witqbiand thief get^ half of her due 
upo' Haribee-broo' yonder^^lbr she was onl)r 
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to be hanged ; she shoukt hae been boom* 
ed aloive, an' cheap on V 
• ** Dear Mr Archibald,'' said the dame 
of the dairy elect, '« 1 never seed a woman 
hanged in a^ my life, and only four men, 
as made a goodly spectacle." 

Mr. Archibald, however, was a Scotch- 
man, and promised himself no exuberant 
pleasure in seeing his countrywoman un- 
dergo •' the terrible Inchests of law.* More- 
over, he was a man of sense and delicacy 
in his way, and the late circumstances of 
Jeanie's family, With ti»e cause of her ex- 
pedition to London, were not unktiown to 
to him ; so that he answercii (inly, it was im- 
po<«ible to stop, as be must be early at 
Carlisle on some* busmess of the Duke's, 
and he accordingly bid the postillions get 
on, ' 

The road at that time passed at about 
a quarter of a mile's di Uiice from the emi- 
nence, calleii Hjribee or Harabee brow, 
which, though it is very moderate in size 
and htighty is neverkhele^ seen Irom a great 



distance ^around, .Cfwing^ to ; the ^nest.of 
the country throv^h>wbi<^)tbe:]^n!flows» 
Here many .an QUtla'^t )«&d ' I^«r(|er4iickr of 
.both.kingdoiQSy <had wav^eed /in !th^«wiiid 
during ^he ww^t and . scarce less bcKitile 
truces between tbe ti¥;0 9ou«4irie«» Upon 
Harabee, in jatterd^s, other fefl;eoutioas had 
> taken phice.wilh f^s tittle^cereiBOTiyiasrOOtii*^ 
passion i for^hese frontier presrinpes re»a(tii- 
ed long unsettled, apd .ev^n . at the time ,of 
M^hich >ve write, w«f e r^dfir thun these m 
the centre of JBpgfaiad* 

The postiUiofis 4roye /Oj», wheeUng, fts 
the Penrith roftd led- then)) cctund the veifge 
of the rising ground* ?et atlB ^ cg^ea of 
Mrs Dolly DuttoQa whiQh» iwi^ the bead 
and substantial 4Piei:Soa to mkii^ they 'be* 
Jongedj were aU tM[r«ied towardla the ^cene 
of actioni could discern plainly the oul* 
^ine of the gallo^Mrf^i re)«evAd against 
the cl&ftr 9fcyj the^^ksh»de^G0rnied by-the 
persons of th^ ^^ecutionef wA l^e criou- 
qal upon t^ light f^iMl^ pf the l»\l aeml 
la^der> wt^il w^ aj[ ths ^in^^c^ iaancbed 



'Into tfte '4ir, ' gave unequivocal^ srgns 6F&or« 
tal agbny^ thot%li appearing in the distance 
iii^t larger th^nW spider 'dependant at we 
extremity of his iii visible thread. While ^ the 
f einaining form dedcendfed frbih its'eleva-* 
ted dituatioiit and regained with all speed 
an undistinguished plabe among the croWii. 
^ia tef ihibatibn Of the ti'agic scene drew 
forth of coUrse a squall from Mrs DuttoOf 
^nd J^eanie, with instinctive curiosity, turtl* 
ed h^r head in the same (direction. 

The sight of a feihkie culprit in die act 
of undergoing the fatal punishment from 
Which her beloved sister iiacllieehsp rec^t« 
1y rescued, wa§ fob mucli, not j^^rhlEifps for 
'hkt nidrves, but for Met miifid aiid feelings. 
"She '^um^d her head to ill^ other si(^e of 
the carria^i^ with a seiisaiion of sicknei|^ of 
^batlung, and df fainting, ^er femaile com- 
l^amon overwhelmed her with questions, 
with proffers of assistance, with requests that 
ffte carriage might be stopped^th'at a doctor 

foigtit be retcb^::Uh&i drops might be got- 
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ten-*— that burnt feathers and assafoeti^a* 
fair water, and hartshorn might be procuredt 
all at once, and without one instant's delay. 
Archibald, more calm and considerate, on- 
ly desired the carriage to push forward, 
. and it was not till they had got beyoixd 
sight of the fatal spectacle, that^ seeing the 
deadly paleness of Jeanie's countenance, 
he ;Stopped the carriage, and jumping out 
himself, went in search of the mqst ob- 
vious and most easily procured *>f Mrs 
Diitton's pharmacopeia?— a draught, name- 
ly, oi\ fresh water. 

, While Archibald was absent on this good- 
natured piece of service, damning tl>e 
ditches which produced nothing but mud» 
and thinking upon the thousand bubblii^ 
springlets of his own mountains, the atten- 
dants on the es^ecution began to pavss the 
stationary vehicle iq their way back to 
Carlisle. 

From their half-heard and half-undei;« 
f^tuud words, Jeanie, whose attentiqn was 
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involuntarily rivetted by them, as that of 
children is by ghost stories, though they 
know the pain with which they will after- 
wards remember them, Jeanie, 1 say, could 
discern that the present victim of the law 
had died game^ as it is termed i)y those un- 
fortunates, that is, sullen, reckless, and im 
penitent, neither fearing God, nor regard^ 
ing man. 

*^ A sture woife, and a dour," said one 
Cumbrian peasant, as he clattered by in 
bis wooden brogues, with a noise like the 
trampling of a dray-horse. 

^* She has gone to ho master, with ho's 
name in her mouth," said another ; ^' Shame 
the country should be harried wi' Scotch 
witches and Scotch bitches this gate — but 
I say hang and drown." 

«• Ay, ay, Gafkr Tramp, take awa* 
yealdon, take awa' low — hang the witchi 
and there will be less scathe amang us j 
my ne owsen hae been reckan this two* 
mtint.'* 

c2 
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^< And mine i>airns bae been crining too^ 
mon," replied his neighbour. 

•• Silence wi* your fule tongues, ye 
churles," said an ol4 woman, who hobbled 
past them, «i they stood ttlkiio^ near the 
carriage ; <^ this was nae witch, but a 
l^lutdy fingere4 thief and murtheress.^ 

'* Ay ? was it e'en sae,. DafiM Hincfaup f 
said one in a civil tone, and stepping out of 
bis place to let the old wcmaii pasa along 
the foot-path-^" Nay, yoiiikiiow best,siire^^ 
but at ony rat^ we hae but tiiiit a Scot of 
her, and that^s a, thing better twt Amt 

The o\6 woman passed oii without mak* 
ing any answer. 

«< Ay^ ay, neighboui*,'^ said Ga0er Tramps 
*< seest thou bow one witQh. wiUt speak 
for t'other?— ^ots oi^ £iig)ish^ the same to 
them*'' 

Hia conipiM^ion .shook his h«ad» and re^ 
died in the sapae subdued tonot. '^ Ay^ 
ay, when a Sark«foot wife gets on her 
broomstick, the dangy^of AUonby are ready 
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toinounty just as sure as the bye word gan^ 
o' the hills. 



If Skiddaw hath a cap, 
Criffel wots fuU weel oSf &at. 



^ tilt;' contuiued b^er tramp, « thih^^ 
^t thou the daughter 6^ yon hangit' body 
^a as rank a witdh as ho i^ 

^ I kenna clearly »" return^ the fellow. 
^ but the' fbli ^re speaking o' swimmTng 
her r &e . ^en/' And tney passed oA 
their several rbaas, alter wishing each other 



/!• '. a} VJ -i 



good morning. , 

Just as th6 clowns left tne place, and as 
Mr Archibald returned with some fair water. 



1 • « 



a crowd of boys' and girls, and somfe of the 
lower rabble of more mature age, came up 
from tne place of execution, grouping 
themselves with many a yell of delighi 
around a tall female fantastically dressed, 
who' was' dancing, leaping, and bounding 
in the midst of them. A horrible recollec- 

tten pressed on Jeahie aii she looked on 
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this unfortunate creature, and the reminis- 
'cence was mutual, for by a sudden exertiph 
of great strength and agility, Madge Wild- 
fire broke out of the noisy circle of tor*? 
mentors whp surrounded her, and clinging 
fast to the door of the calash, uttered, in a 
sound betwixt laugbter and screaming, 
** Lb» dye ken, «feanie. Deans, they, hae 
hangitour mother??' Thep suddenly chang- 
ing. her tone to that of the niost piteous en- 
treaty, she added, ** O gar t|)em let n^p 
gang to cut liei; dowp i—rilet me but. cut her 
down I— she is my mother, if she was waur 
than the deil, and she'll be nae mair ken- 
speckle thap half hangit Maggie Dickson, 
that c ied saut mony 9 day after $he had been 
hat)git; h^r voice was roupit apd hoarse, 
and her neck was a wee agee^^ or ye wad 
hae kend nae odds on her frae ony othef 
^aiit-wife.'* 

Mr Archibald, embarrassed by the mad- 
woman's clinging to tl^e carriage, and de^ 
taining around tbe;n her noi&y;and. mischie.. 
vous attepdaots, was all this w];iile looking^ 
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0ut for a constiible or beadle, to whom he 
migh t commit the unfortunate creature. But 
seeing no 8U(^b person of authority , he endea- 
voured to loosen her hold from the carriagq, 
that they might escape from her by driving 
on. This,^owever,could hardly be achieved 
without some degree of violence }• Madge 
held fast, and renewed her frantic entreaties 
tp be permitted to cut down her n^other. 
*'It was but a tenpenny tow lost," she said, 
^' and what wa^ tjhat to. a woman's life?" 
There came up^ however, a parcel of savage 
looking fellows, butchers and graziers chief- 
ly, among whose cattle there had been of late 
a very general and fatal distemper, which 
their wisdon) imputed to witchcraft. Tiiey 
laid violent hands Qn Madge, and tore her 
from the ^arri^ge, exclaiming-i-V' What, 
doe&t stop folk o' king's highway? Hast no 
i^one mischief epow alieady, wi' thy mur- 
ders and thy witch^rings ?^ 

" Oh Jeanie Deans — Jeanie Deans !'* ex- 
plalmed the poor maniac^ '* sav^ my mcv 
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ther^ and t will take ye to the interpreter's 
houde ag2iin9--*and I will teach ye a* niy 
bonnie ^ngs,— and I will tell ye what canie 
o* th ^ * * The rest bi Her entreaties were 
drowned in the shouts of the rabble. 

^ iSave her, for God*8 sakel-^save her 
firom tho^b people !" exclaimedt Jeanle to 
Archibald. 

^ She is mad, but qui^e ihiiocent; she 

ii ttitidf gentlemen/' said Archibald ^ <* do 

not use lier ill, take her l^efore the Mayor.^ 

** Ay, ay, we'rfe hae cai'c eno'W on ner," 
•nttwered ote of the fetfd^s ; «* ganf^ thoU 

tiiy gate, man, and mii^d thih^ oWfi ntot- 

tars." 

«< Hie's a Scot by His tbi^gti^," said aV^. 

o^er ; <* a»d ato* he n^ilt (iotti^ out o* bis 

ivbiriigig there, I'^ gi« hitti'his' tiCrt^n plaid 

fii* o* broken banies." 

' It was clear nothing' coulid be done to 

rescue Madge, and Archibald^ who was a 

man of humanity, could only bid t*he pos* 

ttllions hurry od to Carlisle, that' lie' mig^ 

obtain some assistance to the unfortanate 
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woman. As they drove ofl^ they heard the 
hoarse roar with which the mob prefads 
acts of riot or cruelty, yet even above thtft 
deep and dire note» they coold discern the 
screams of the unfortunate vktttm« They 
were soon out of hearing of the eriefl^ btit 
had no sooner entered the streets of Car«- 
lisle^ than Archibald, at Jeanie*s earnest mii 
urgent entreaty, went Co a maidst'ate, t* 
state the cruelty which wsis likefy to be e!K^ 
ercised on this unhappy creature. 

In about an hour and a half he i^etumed 
and reported to Jeanie, that the matgistrate 
had very readily gone in person^ widi somt 
assistants, to the rescue of the unfortutaaiM 
womsn, and that he hod himself accompa- 
nied him ; tdiat when they came t<> the mwK 
dy pool, in which the m^ob were ducking 
her^ according to their favourite mode of 
punishment, the magistmt^ succeeded in 
rescuing her from their hands, but in a 
state of insensibility, owing to the cruel 
treatment which she had received. Ht 
added.9t4)lw(^be hadseenber* carried to the 

5 
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workf house, and understood • that she had 
beeQ brcmgbt to herself, and was expected 
to do well. 

This last averment was a slight altera* 
lion in point of fact, for Madge Wildfire 
was not expected to survive the treatment 
.she had received ) but Jeanie* seemed so 
l9Quch agitated, that Mr Archibald did not 
Ihipk it prudent to tell her the worst at 
once« Indeed fibe appeared so fluttered and 
disordered by this alarming incident, that, 
although it had been their intention te pro- 
ceed to Longtown th£it evening, her com* 
paoionsi judged it tnost advisable to pass 
the night at Carlisle. 

. I'his was particularly agreeable to Jeanie^ 
who resolved, if possible, to procure an in- 
terview with Madge Wildfire. Connecting 
some of her wild flights with the narrative 
of George Staunton^i she was unwilling to 
omit the opportunity of extracting from 
her, if possible, some information concern- 
ing the fate of that unfortunate in&nt 
^biph b£^d gost her sister so desur^ : Her acn 
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quaintance with the disordered state of 
poor Madge's mind, did not permit her to 
cherish much hope that 9he could acquire 
from her anjr useful intelligence ; but the^, 
sipcp Madge's mother had suffered her de- 
s^rts, and was silent for ever, it was her 
only chance of obtaining any kind of in- 
formation, and she was loth to lose the op* 
pprtunity. ^.. i 

« 

She coloured her wish to Mr Archiba^ 
by saying* that she had seen. Madge former* 
1^9 and wished to know, as a matter of h||jr- 
inanity, how she was attended to under her 
present misfortunes. That complaisant pej:- 
son immediately went to. the work-house» qr 
hospital, in which he had seen the sufferer 
lodged, and brought back for reply, th^t 
the medical attendants positively forbade 
her seeing any one.. When the application 
for admittapce was repeated next day, A^r 
Archibald was informed that she had been 
very quiet and composed, insomuch that 
the clergyman, who acted as chapiaia to the 



"^rtiyfeft bfeiftlfe Iter bed, ' Mi flat' Ur Va^. 
"during fit ' 6fiti!hd' hail l^tiirti^d^ti mir 
'%is de^artu're ;'hbW6^fer,' h'€i'c&utitrj^W^^k*ii 
'ttiiht Siie h'^r if sUe 6h6lK It 'l^ ^ii» 
'ttdt'^sfp^ae^ 10 li<^ libavie ^h'hbtir off l^b. 
Jtfatiie Wl'Uot6611'er'tie(ieiVedlHiB liifbi'. 
IMttiota, ihair ^he tf&tem '10*^116 h'dspttil), 
her oompanions attending her. "fbey fbuml 

iti6re%foe ten "beds, df WKi^ die '(is^^i^t'ft 
Was *tfaSe dfily bde OifcUj^^. 

UhldgfeH^jis 'dhgitig%1i«<i -di^y (idtei'^^ 
ihil^^litir'dVWi'idlb ttfaiiVcH^df ^o'l^^s^nd 
IHaitittte %S!fs, mh la Vdfcse 'd6 Idriger Weit. 
iNErtdMM 'byl&l^e iJii>ir!ts, 'btit'bdfteH^^, ^^ 
iftebed, ^^d ^6b^eh % )mi\y 'eklfiiii'stioii. 
^bW^s%t!U mm^t bbtViisVidtoiigbr i^ie 
ioekpttlk h^ ilrjiih^erit^^ ide'^^ in t!ie wil^ 
ifote^ -tif het fbi^r'^tiite d^ 'ikklfte'iSl im'^ 
jgfitkiifaih. 'thm Mk d^ih in th'e pfsSii- 
Wfk t6Ti^ 'of fa^r ifbiii^ Mich yet, ^n f hfs 
hK>d«tiKt&d ^d i&6!&h'ch'6Vnib6d,1nd &6aief* 



•ilifng£0f itite MUng wmi <iH(h iHileb^a 
mother sings W iafimt airieep. 'At jMnie 
•cnttsned, (the board ^flnt 'the 'air, and 4hea 
a<|MRt^thB,«h4MnB4Md fM>t«ls (}f wtuit had 
been, ftertnipab 'Uie song <^ a jel^ harvaffe- 
'h(MBe. 

^E3i««ge«dnHi^pM his wwvjr hrMp^ 
.Tlie lait long mis irenda ilofr awMr, 
And we are free to sport and pbj.. 

a 

'< Hie night comes on when sets the iv|| 
"^Anfl Mbonrendii "tdiiD dayis'diiilie* 
When Autmott)^ ifiap tad ' WlAfWs'MM^ . 
We hold oiur jovid henrest*hwie»'* 

Jeanie advaticed to tfae%ed-scte \^ti tbe 
strain ivas finished^ and addressed Madge 
by her name. But it produced no symp* 
toms of rec(rf}eG(iaB» Ob the cofltsary, the 
patient^ like one fMrowked tpp^ttterraqptioO) 
changed her posture, Md x^tSted out» with 
an impatient tone, <* Nurse— nurse, turn 
my ho€ t9 the wa', tiiat 1 majr oemr an« 
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swer to that name ony mair, artd never see 

'^niair of a wicked world.'* 

The attendant on the hospital arranged 

; b^r in h^r bed as 9he desired, \i^ith her face 
rto the'walli^' and her back to the light. So 
soon as she was quiet in this new positioDy 
she began again to sing in the same low 
and modulate strains, as it she was reco* 
vering the state of abi^traetion which the 
interruption of her visitants had disturbed. 
The strain, however, was different, and ra« 
ther resembled the music of the Metfandjst 
hymns, though the measure of the song waa 
similar to that, of the former* 

^* When the fight of grace » fought,*— 
When the marriage vest is wrought,— 
When Faith hath chased cold Doubt awaj^ 
And Hope but sickens at delays— 
- When Charity, imprisoned here, 
Longs for a more expanded sphere^ 
Doff thy robes of sin and clay ; 
Christiani riaef and come awa^r^. 

The strain was solemn and aflfecting^ sus* 



tamed as it was by the pathetic warble of a 
voice which had naturally been a fine one^ 
and which weakness, if it diminished its 
power, had improved in softness. Archihahl, 
though a follower of the cotirt^and therefore 
a poco-cuiante by profession, wasconfnsedt 
if not aflected ; the dairy- maid blubbered; 
and Jeanie felt the tears rise spontaneously 
to her eyes. Even the nurse, accustomed 
to all modes in which the spirit can pas^ 
seemed considerably affected. 

The patient was evidently growing weak- 
er» as was intimated by an apparent diflScuU 
tyot breathing, which seized her from time 
to time, and by the utterance of low listless 
moans, intimating that nature was succum*- 
bing in the last conflict. But the spirit 
of melody, which must originally have so 
strongly possessed this unfortunate young 
woman, seemed, at evei:y interval (^^ease, 
to triumph over her puin and weakness. 
And it was remarkable, that thferC' could 
always be traced in her songs something 

8 
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appropriate,. tboDgb perhaps only obliquely 
or collaterally so^ to her pf esent situation^ 
Ufit next: seemed to be the fcagpient of 
some old ballad.: 

N. 

** C«id4 ift my be4»X<»d'AF€bib{dd^. 

And sad mj sleep of sorrow ; 
But thine sail be as sad and cauildy 

My faiise true-lofire ! to-morrew. 

, f* And wespiye nU^imf maidenttfree^ 
Though deaths ypur imsQcesSf bdrcow; 

.• For. he ^ whom J die (o-dayt 
Sh^ die for me to-miHTOW." 

Again sfate chatiged tht tune^O one mld-^' 
er, less monotonous, and less regular; Bdt 
of tht words only a fragment or two could ' 
be collected by thore who listened to this 
lingular scene* 

rf f^ottd Maisie ts ID liiairM^ 

Waiki&faoendy; 
Swoel rBobia' sits on. tbaf tNisb>^ • 

Siogin^p rardy« ; 



« ' Tdl mei.t^ipu bonnj bird, 
When shall I marry me ?^— 

* When six braw gentlemen 
KMouurd shall Jcarry je* 



** ' Who makes the bridal bed^ 

Birdie^ say truly ?* 
^ The gray-headed sexton 

That delves the grave duly.' 



ct 



The glow-worm o*er grave and ston 
Shall light thee steady; 
he owl from the steeple singi 
'* Welcome* proud lady.' 



tft 



Her voice died away with the last notes, 
^d she fell ioto a slumber, from which the 
^perienced attendant assured them, that 
she woidd never awake at all^ or only in thte 
^t&th- agony. 

Her first prophecy was true. The poor 
ttaiiiac parted with existence, without again 
^Uering a sound of any kind. But our tra<- 



T« 
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vellers did not witness this catastrophe. 
Tbey left the hospital so soon as Jeanie 
had satisfied herftetf that no elucidation of 
her sister's misfottimes was to be hoped 
from the dying person* 



.? 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Wilt thon go on with me ? 
Hie moon is brighty the Ma is oftlm» 
And I know well the ooean«patfas* 

Thou wHt go on with me. 

7%alal>cu 

Th£ fatigue and agitation of these vari« 
oiis scenes bad agitated Jeanie so much, 
notwithstanding her robust strength of con- 
stitution, that Archibald judged it neces- 
sary that she should have a day's repose at 
the village of Longtown. It was in vain 
that Jeanie herself protested against any 
delay. The Duke of Argyle's man of con« 
fidence was of course consequential; and 
as he had been bred to the medical profes- 
sion in his youth, (at least he used this ex- 

VOL, lY. D 
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pression to describe his having, thirty years 
before, pounded for six months in the mor* 
tar of old Mungo Mangelmant the surgeon 
at Greenock), he was obstinate whenever a 
matter of health was in question. 

In this case he discovered febrile symp- 
toms, and having once made a happy ap- 
plication of that learned phrase to Jeariie's 
case, all farther resistance became in vain ; 
and she was glad to acquiesce, and even to 
go to bed, and drink water-gruel, in order 
that she might possess her soul in quiet, 
and without interruption. 

Mr Archibald was equally attentive in 
another particular. He observed that the 
executioa of the old woman, and the mi- 
serable fate of her daughter, seemed to 
have made a more powerful effect upon 
Jeanie's mind, than the usual feelings of 
humanity might naturally have been ex 
pected to occasion. Yet she was obvious- 
ly a strong-minded, sensible young woman, 
and in no respect subject to nervous affee- 
tions ; and therefore Archibald, beipg ig* 
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Mmnt of any special connectiotf between 
•his master's protegee ami these unfortunate 
persons, excepting that she had seeo Madge 
formerly in Scotland, natunlly imputed the 
strong impression these events had made 
upon h^*, to her associating them with the 
unhappy circumstances in which her sister 
had so lately stood. He became anxious, 
therefore, to prevent any thing occurring 
whioh might recal these assocktions to 
Jeanie^s mind. 

Archibald had speedily an opportunity of 
exercising this precaution, A pedlar brought 
to Longtown that evening, amoi^st tether 
wares, a large broadside-sheet, ^ving an 
account of the ^ Last Speech and Execu- 
tion of Margaret Murdockson, and of the 
l^arbarous Murder of her Daughter, Magda- 
lene or Madge Murdockson, called Madge 
Wildfire i and of her pious Conversation 
with his Reverence Arch-deacon Fleming^'* 
which authentic publication had apparent- 
ly taken place on the day they left Carlisle, 
and being an article of a nature peculiarly 
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acceptable to such country-folks as wMe 
within hearing of the transaction, the lA^ 
nerat)t bibliopolist had forthwith added 
them to his stock in trade. He foimd a 
merchant sooner than bm expected ; £br 
Archibald, much applauding hi^ownpru- 
dence^ purchased the whole lot for two 
.shillings and ninepence ; tmd the pedliur, 
delighted with the profit of such a whole- 
-sale transaction, instantly returned to Car- 
lisle to supply himself with more. , ^ 
The considerate Mr Archibald was about 
to commit his whole psrchase to the flames, 
but it w^s rescued by the yet more consi- 
derate dairy- damsel, who said, very prudent- 
ly, it was a pity to waste so much paper, 
which might cr^pe hair, pin up bonnets, 
and serve many other useful purposes j'and 
who promised to put the parcel into her 
own trunk, and keep it carefully out of the 
sight of Mrs Jeanie Deans : '* TJiough by 
tl)e bye she had no great notion of folks 
. being so very nice Mrs Deans might have 
^had enough to think about the gallows all 
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tbis' time to endiire a sight of ttf v^thout all 
this to do about it." 

Archibald reminded the dame of the 
da^ry of the Dake's very particular charge, 
that they should be attentive and civil to* 
Jeanie ; as also they were to part company 
soon, and consequently would not be doom*> 
ed to observing any one's health or temper 
during the rest of the journey. With which 
answer Mrs Dolly Dutton was obliged t6 
hold herself satisfied. 

On the morning they resumed their jour* 
nay, and prosecuted it successfully, travel-, 
ling through Dumfries-shire and part of 
Lanarkshire, until they arrived at the small , 
town of Rutherglen, within about four- 
miles of Glasgow. Here an express brought 
letters to Archibald from t^e principal agent . 
of the Duke of Argyle in Edinburgh. 

He said nothing of their contents that ' 
evening; but when they were seated in 
the carriage the next day, the faithful squire 
informed Jeanie, that he had received direc- ' 
tions from the Duke's factor, to whom his < 
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Grace had recommended hiih to carry her^^ if 
she had no objection, for a stage or two be- 
yond Glasgow. ' Some temporary causea of 
discontent had occasioned tumults in that 
city and the neighbourhood, which would 
render it unadviseable for Mrs Jeanie Deans 
to travel alone and unprotected betwixt that 
dty and Edinburgh ; whereas by going for* 
ward a Tittle farther^ they would meet one 
of his Graces sub-factors, who was coming 
down from the Highlands to Edinburgh 
with his wifb, and under whose charge she 
might journey with comfort and in isafety. 
Jeanie remonstrated against this ar- 
mngement* *' She had been lang/' she 
said, ^ frae hame— her father and her 
sister behoved to be very anxious to see 
her-*— there were other friends she had that 
werena weel in health. She was willing to 
pay for man and horse at Glasgow, and 
surely naebody wad middle wi' sae harm4 
less and feckless a creature as she was«*-« 
She was muckle obliged by the offer ; but 
never hunted deer langed for ita 
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place, as I do to find myself at Saint Leo- 
nard's." 

The groom of the chambers exchanged a 
look with his female compamon, which seem 
ed so fiiU of meaning, that Jeanie scream*- 
ed aload^'< O Mr Archibald-— Mrs Dut* 
tXHi, if ye ken of ony thing that has hap- 
pened at Saint Leonard's, for God's sake— 
for pity's sake, tell me, and dinna keep me 
in suspense I" 

^ I redly know nothing, Mrs Deans," 
said the groom of the chamber.. 

"And I— I— I am suiJe, 1 knows as little,^"' 
said the dame of the dairy, while some com- 
munication seemed to tremble on her lips,, 
which, at a glance of Archibald's eye, she 
appeared to swallow down, and compressed 
her lips thereafter into a state of extreme 
and vigilant firmness, as if she had been, 
afraid of its bcdting out before she was 
aware&. 

Jeanie saw that there was to be some-^ 
thing concealed from her, and it was only 
the repeated j^surances of Archibald that 
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ber fttheiw-her sister--^all her friends wer6» 
so far as he knew, well and happy, that at 
* all pacified her alarm. From such resqpect- 
able people a^ those with whom she travel- 
led, she could apprehend no harm, and yet 
his distress was so obvious, that Archibald^ 
as a last resource, pulled out, and put into 
her hand, a slip of paper, on which these- 
words were written :— 

'« Jeanis DfiAXs— .You will do me a favour 
by going with Archibald and my female 
domestic a day's journey beyond Glasgow, 
and asking Ihem no questions, which will 
greatly oblige your friend, 

« Arotle & Greenwich.'*" 

« 

Although this laconic epistle, from a 
nobleman to whom she was bound by such, 
inestimable obligations, silenced all Jeanie's 
objections to the proposed route, it rather 
added to than diniinished the eagerness of 
her curiosity. The proceeding to Glasgow 
seemed now no longer to be an object with 



berfeilowtraveUers* On the.oontimi]% they 
kept the left band side of the river Clyde^ 
and travelled through a thousand beautiftd 
and changing views down the side of that, 
noble stream, till ceasing to hold its inland 
ehaucter, it began to assume that of a aat 
vigable river. 

*^ You are not for gaun tntill Glasgow 
then ?" said Jeanie, as she observed that 
the drivers made no motion for inclining 
their horses heads towards the ancient 
bridge which was then the only mode of ac* 
cess to St Mungo's capital. 

*< No,'' replied Archibald ; << there is some 
popular commotion, and as our Duke isin. 
opposition to the court, perhaps we might 
be too well received*; or they might take it 
in their heads to remember that the captain 
of Carrick came down upon them with his 
highlandmen in the time of Shawfield^s 
mob in 1735, and then we would be too ill 
received* > And at any rate, it is bei^t lor 
us, an4 for me in particular, vhq may )»e 
supposed to possess his Grace's jpiind ujgQifi 

d2 



89^ TALSfl OP MY LANI>U>&B« ■ 

many particulMs, ta leave the gobd people 
of the Gorbals to act according to tbeir 
own imaginationsi without either provoking 
or encouraging them by my presenoe." 

' To reasoning of such tone and conse- 
quence, Jeanie had nothing to reply, al« 
though it seemed to her to contain fully as 
much se]^*imp6rtance as truth. 

' The carriage meantime rolled on ; the 
river expanded itself, and gradually assum- 
ed the dignity of an oestuary, or arm of the 
sea. The influence of the advancing and 
retiring tides, became more and more evi^ 
d^E^t, and in the beautiful words of him of 
the' laurel wreath, the river waxed 

^' A broadec and a broader stream^ 

>• « # * 

. . The Cormorant standi upon its shoals,. 
His black and dripping wings 
Half opened to the wind." 

•« Which way lies Inverary ?^*^ said Jeanie, 
gazing cftk the dusky ocean of Highland 
hills, which noW| piled above each other, 
and intersected by many a lake, stretched 
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vmy on: the opposite side of the river to 
the northwards <^ Js yon high castle the 
Duke's hoose ?" 

•« That, Mrs Deans ?— Lud help thee/' 
replied Archibald, ** that's the old Castle 
of Diimb&rton,. the strongest place in Eu- 
rope, be the other what it may. Sir Wilr 
ham Wallace was governor of itm the old 
wars> with the English,, and his Grace is 
governor j ust no w» It is always entrusted . 
to the best man in Sootland.'' 

<< And does the Dake li¥e onthat high, 
rock,, then ?" demanded Jeanie* 

*'No, no,, he has his deputy -governor, 
who commands in his absence; he lives in 
the white house you see at the bottom of. 
the rockr-*His Grace does not live tliere 
himself.'* 

«< I think not indeed^" said the dairy- wo- 
man, upon whose mind the road, since they 
had left Dumfries, had made no very fa- 
vourable impression ; ** for if he did, he 
might go whistle for a dairy-womau, an' he 
w^re the only duke in England. I did not 



M TALES 09 MY UmmQUBk j : 

Teave my pbce ftnd my fiiends to ceme 
down to see cows ^tarvfe to death upon 
hiiis asFtbey be at that pig-stye of Elfidftot^ 
as you call it, Mr Archibald, or to be percb-^ 
, ed up on the top of a rock, like a squirret^ 
in his cage, hung out of a three pair af' 
stair^s window**' 

■ 

Inwardly chuckling that these symptoms 
of recalcitration had not taken place until 
the fair malcontent was, as he mentally 
termed it, under his thumb, Ardiibald 
coolly replied, •♦ That the hills were none 
of his making, xtot did he know how t#< 
mend them y but as to lodgmg, they woufd 
soon be in a house of the Duke^s in a very 
pleasant island called Rosisneath, where 
they went to wait for shippillg to take then^ 
to Inveiary, and would meet the company 
with whom Jeame was to return to Edin*^ 
burgh •** 

^* An islaqd ?^ said Jeanie, who in the 
course of her various and ad^nentixrous tra^ 
vels had never quitted terra firma, " then i 
am doubting we maun gang in atie of these 
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bMts ; tfaey look uboo 8ma% knd the waves 
are sotnetbing rough, and"— 

^'Mr Archibald/' said Mrs Duttoii, << I 
will not coment to it ; I was never engaged 
to leave the country, and I desire ybu will 
bid the boys drive romid by the other way 
to the Duke's house.'' 

^ There is a safe pinnace belonging to 
his GFtace, ma'am, close by,'' replied Archt-* 
baldy *< and you need be under no appre- 
hensions whatsoever." 

^ But I am under apprehensicms,'^ said 
ihedamsel ; <* and I insist upon going round 
by land, Mr Archibald, were it ten miles 
about." 

** I am sorry I. cannot oblige you, ma- 
dam, as Roseoeath happens to be an 
island." 

*< If it were ten islands," said the incen^ 
sed dame, ** that's no reason why I should 
be drowned in going over the seas to it." 

♦♦ No reason why you should be drown*^ 
ed, certainly ma'am,'' alfiswered the unmo* 
ved groom of the chambers, ^* but an admi* 
rable good one why you eaxMiot proceed to it 
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by land," And, fixed his master's mandsktes^ 
to perforin, he pointed with his- hand, and: 
the drivers, turning off the high-road, pro- 
ceeded towards a small hamlet of fishmg^ 
huts, where a shallop, somewhat more gaily* 
decorated than any which they had yetseeoi. 
having a flag which displayed a*bdar'l;*head» 
cre'sted with a ducal coronet, waited with 
two or three seamen, and as many High- 
landers. 

The carriage stopped^ and the men be* 
gan to unyoke their hories, while M!r Ar- 
chibald gravely superintended the removal? 
of the baggage from the carriage to the lit- 
tle vessel. " Has the Caroline beett iong^ 
arrived ?" said Archibald to one of the sea- 
man. 

** She has been here in five days from< 
Liverpool, and she's lying domn at Green- 
ock," answered the fellow. 

''< Let the horses and carriage go down* 
to Greenock then," said Archibald, *• and 
be embarked there for Inverary when I 
send notice-.— they may stand in my cousin's,. 
Duncan Ar.chibald the stabler's.—Iiidies,'' 
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he added, ^ I hope ymi will get yourselves 
ready, we must not lose the tide.** 

«« Mrs Deans," said the Cowslip of Inve- 
rary, " you may do as you please— -but I 
will ait here all night, rather than go into 
that there painted egg-shell — Fellow — ^fel- 
low'' (this was addressed to a Highlander 
who was lifting a travelling trunk) *< that 
trunk is nUne^ and that ther^ band- box, 
and that pillion mail, and those seven bun* 
dies, and the paper bag, and if you venture 
to totti^ one of them, it shall be at your 
peril." 

The Celt kept his eye fixed on the speak* 
er, then turned his h^ad towards Archie 
bald, and receiving no countervailing sig- 
nal, he shouldered the portmanteau, and 
without farther notice of the distressed 
daiasel, or paying any attention to remon- 
strances, which probably he did not under- 
stand, and would certainly have equally 
disregarded whether he understood them' 
or not, moved off with Mrs Button's wear- 
ables, and deposited the trunk containing, 
them safely in the boat. 
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The baggage being stowed in safety,. 
Mr Archibald handed Jeanie out of the. 
carriage, and> not without some . tremor on. 
her party she was transported through the; 
surf and placed in the boat. He then offer<^ 
ed the same civility to his fellow servaof^ 
but she was resolute in her r^usal to quit 
the carriage, in which «he now remained in 
solitary state, th reatening all concerned or un*- 
concerned with actions for wages and board* 
wages, damages and expences, and num- 
bering on her fingers the gowns and other 
habiliments^ from which she seemed in the 
act of being separated for even Mr Archi- 
bald did not give himself the trouUe of 
making many remonstrances, which, iiw 
deed, seemed only to aggravate the d^m-- 
sel^s indignation, but spoke two or three 
words to the Highlanders in Gaelic ; and 
the wily mountaineers, approaching the car* 
riage cautiously, and without giving thp 
lightest intimation of their intention, at 
once seized the recusant so ef&ctiially EaM 
that she could neither resist nor strug^Ie^ 
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ami hobdiig her on tkek shmilden m near- 
ly an borusoDtal posture, rushed down with 
her to the beach, and through the surf, and,^ 
with no other inconvenience than ruffling 
bar garments a Uttle, deposited her in the 
boat} but in a state of surprise, mor- 
tification, and terror at her sudden trans- 
portation, which rendered her absolutely 
mute for two or three minutes. The men 
jumped in themselves ; one tall fellow re- 
mained till he had pushed off the boat, and 
then tumbled in upon his companions; 
Hiey took their oars and began to pull from 
the shore, then spread their sail, and drove 
merrily across the firth. 

^^ You Scotch villain,'' said the infuriated 
damsel to Archibald, ^* how dare you use 
a person like me in this way ?'' 

^ Madam/' said Archibald, with infinite 
composure, ** it's high time you should know 
you are in the Duke's country, and that 
there is not one of these fellows, but would 
throw you out of the boat as readily as in- 
to it, if such were hiik Grace's pleasure.'* 
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** Then the Lordfiave mercy on me!" said 
Mrs Dutton. " If I had had any on myself, 
I would never have engaged with you/' . 

^* It's something of the latest to think of 
that now, Mrs Dutton," said Archibald ; 
^< but I assure you, you will find the High- 
lands have their pleasures. You will have 
a dozen of cow-milkers under your own 
authority at. Inverary, and you may throw 
any of them into the lake, ifyouhave amiiid, 
for the Duke's head people are almost as^ 
great as himself/' 

*< This is a strange business, to be suce^ 
Mr Archibald," said the lady ; *« but I sup- 
pose I must make the best on't.— -Are you 
jsure the boat will not sink? it leans terribly 
to one side, in my poor mind." 

** Fear nothing," said Mr Archibald, t^ 
king a most important pinch of snuff; 
" this same ferry on Clyde knows us very 
well, or we know it, which is all the same ; 
so fear of any of our people meeting with 
any accident We should h^ve crossed 
from the opposite shore, but for the dis« 
turbances at Glasgow^ which made it im« 
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proper for his Grace's people to pass through 
the city/* 

"Are you not afeard, Mrs Deans,*' said the 
dairy-vestal, addressing Jeanie, who sat, not 
in the most comfortable state of mind, by the 
side of Archibald, who himself managed the 
helm J — ^* Are you not afeard of these wild 
men with their naked knees, and of this 
nut-shell of a thing, that seems bobbing up 
and down like a skimming dish in a milk 
pail ?•* 

« No — no — madam,'' answered Jeanie, 
with some hesitation, *< I am not feared ; 
for I hae seen Hielandmen before, though I 
never was sae near them ; and for the dan- 
ger of the deep waters, I trust there is a 
Providence by sea as well as by land." 

" Well," said Mrs Dutton, « it is a beau- 
tiful thing to have learned to write and 
read, for one can always say such fine words 
whatever should befall them." 

Archibald, rejoicing in the impression 
which his vigorous measure had made upon 
the intractable dairy.maid, now applied him- 
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self, as a sensible and good-natured man , to- 
secure by fair means the ascendancy which- 
be had obtained by some wholesome vio- 
lence J and he succeeded so well in repre- 
senting to her th«e idle nature of her fears, 
and the impossibility of leaving her upon 
the beach, enthroned in an empty carriage, 
that the good understanding of the party 
was completely revived ere they landed at 
Rosen eatb. 
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-^- Did Fortnae gmk^ 
Or rather Destiny, bar bark, to wbidi 
We oooU appoint no port, to this blast place ? 



Thk islands in the Firth of Clyde, which 
the daily passage of so many smoke-pen- 
noned steam-boats now renders so easily ac- 
cessible, were, in our fathers' times, seclu- 
ded spots, frequented by no travellers, and 
few visitants of any kind. They are of ex- 
quisite, yet varied beauty* Arran, a moun- 
tainous region, . or Alpine island, abounds 
with' the grandest and most romantic sce- 
nery* Bute is of a softer and more wood- 
land character. The Cumrays, as if to exhi- 
bit. a coiitrast to both, are green, level, and 
bare, forming the links of a sort of natural 
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bar, which is drawn along the mouth of the 
Firth, leaving large .intervals, however, of 
ocean. Roseneath, a smaller isle, lies much 
higher up the Firth, and towards its western 
shore, near the opening of the lake called 
the Gare-Loch, and not far from Loch 
Long and Loch-Seant, or the Holy*Loch, 
which wind from the mountains of the west- 
ern Highlands to join the oestuary of the 
Clyde. 
In these isles the severe frost winds, which 

* tyrannize over the vegetable creation du- 
ring a Scottish spring, are comparatively 
little felt ; nor, excepting the gigantic 
strength of Arran, are they much exposed 
to the Atlantic storms, lying land-locked 

' and protected to the westward by the shores 
of Ayrshire. Accordingly, the weeping- 
willow, the weeping-birch, and other trees 
of early and pendulous shoots, flourish in 
these favoured recesses in a degree un- 
known in our eastern districts ; and the air 
is also said to possess that miidness which 
is favourable to consumptive cases. 
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The picturesque beauty of the island of 
Roseneatby in particular, had such recom- 
mendationsy that the Earls and Dukes of 
Argyle> from an early period, made it their 
occasional residence, and had their tempo- 
rary accommodation in a fishing or hunting- 
lodge, which succeedingimprovements have 
since transformed into a palace. It was in 
its original simplicity, when the little bark, 
which we left traversing the Firth at the 
end of last chi^pter, was approaching the 
shores of the isle* 

When they touched the landing-plac^ 
"wj^ich was partly shrouded by some old 
low but wide-spreading oak-trees, inter- 
mixed with hazel-bushes, two or three fi- 
gures were seen as if awaiting their arrival. 
To these Jeanie paid little attention, so that 
it was with a shock of surprise almdst elec« 
trical, that, upon being carried by the row- 
ers out of the boat to the shore, she was re- 
ceived in the arms of her father ! 

It was too wonderful to be believed — 
too much like a happy dream to have the 
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stable feeling of leaiity-r-iiSk* et(tricftted 
herself from his close and affectionate oB- 
ln*ace» and held hin at atn's leogtb to sa- 
tisfy her micid thadt it was so illutton. , But 
4;he form was indi8piitable~Jli)ouce David 
Deans himself) in bis best light-blue Sitii. 
day's coat, with bioad metaUbuttons^ .EBd 
waist-coat and l^reechgs of the samei his 
strong gramashes or leggins of thick gray 
cloth*- the very copper«buckles-^the broad 
Lowland blue bonnet, thrown back as he 
lifted his eyes to Heaven in speechless gra- 
titude — ^the grey locks tiiat straggled from 
beneath it down his weather-bealien ^ haf- 
fets"*— *the bald aad furrowed forehead--^ 
the clear blue eye, that, undimmed by yeafs, 
gleamed bright and pale from under its 
shaggy grey pent-house«-*thefeatures, usual* 
ly so stem and stoical, how melted into the 
unwonted expression of rapturous joy, af- 
fection, and gratitude— were all those of 
David Deans ; and so happily did they as* 
sort together, that, should I ever again see 
my friends Wilkie or Allan, I will try fo * 
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\Mfow or Steal firom them a sketch of thi» 
very scene.. 

*• Jeiinie^r?my ain Jeaiiie*— my best^-^iay 
Hiaist dutiful baifn— :the Lord of Israel be. 
tby father, for I am hardly worthy of thee! 
Tbouhrat redeemed our captivity— brought 
back the honour of our house-^Bless tbee, 
my bairn, with mercies promised smd pur. 
chased !— But He kas blessed thte in thb 
good of which He hats made thee the instru*' 
meijt," . 

These words broke from hi^i iiot with-, 
out tears, though David' was of ifo melting; 
mood. Archibald had; with delicate atten- 
tion, withdrawn the spectators from the in- 
terview, so that the wood and.settiQg sun 
alone . were witnesses^ of the expansion of 
their feelingsi , . * 

•^ And Effie?— and Effie, dfeai: father!", 
was an interjectional question. which Jeanie 
repeatedly threw in among her expressions, 
of joyful thankfulness. , 

•« Ye will hear — ^ye will hear," said Da» 

VOL. IV. E 
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?id 'ha8i%^siid ever and ^noiP Tefieviredh his 
grateful acknowledgments to Kearven^fw 
shading Jeamei»ifedbwi»>ft0tiHlie^^^ 
prelatio ilMdnew^ lifid sckidibatlc lieresf^ 
ilnd liad ddlivefed htr < fMm tbe dangers of 
the way, and the lions* that iwere^ in the 
path. 

^' And EiRe ?» Repealed bef« afieettonatte 
fidsteragjdn and again^ '^ Andk^nd^Aia 
urould^die hare said ^Butler, ^biit she mo^ 
dified the direct enquiry)— and Mr and 
Mrs Saddtotreti-^'-^nd Dambiedikes^^and 
^' frieodal^ 
^ A'-weel-''^^ Weel^ praiaeto His name*''* 
^ And-^^^nd MfButler^-^e-wasna weal 
when I gaed awa* f^ 
•♦ He ia quite mended— H|uite^eeL*^ ' 
«< Thank God—but 0» dea^ father, Bf- 
fie?--Effie?5* 

<^ You will never aee her mair^ my bairn,'* 
answered -Deans in a sdemn tone^-^^< You 
are the ae and only leaf left now OH the auld 
tree-— heal be your parttonk-' 



^ She- is deaidl-^Siie is slain !-*It has 
come ower late T 'ex<rlaimed Jeanie^ wriog- 
iqgjhcer bands.. 

. 5< No; ieanie,^ returned Beana^ in the 
'Same, ^grave mejancholy tone* *^ She lives 
in the flesb, and is at freedom from earthly 
yestraint, if she were as much alive in faith, 
4ind as free from the bonds of Satan."' 

. **. The Lofd protect us !'* said Jeanie.— 
^^ Can. the unhappy bairn bae left you for 
IJbat /(TtUaia r 

'^ It is .ower truly spokesir ' said Deansu... 
^ She has left her auld.fath^i that has wept 
94id jprjiybd for her-^She has left her sister, 
that travailed and loiled ^r her like a nio- 
4herM*She has. left the bones of her mother, 
aii44he land of :her peo{de, and she is ower 
]the march wi' that son of Belial — She has 
3Bade & moonlight flitting of.it.'' He pau- 
sed, Jbt a feding betiwixt sorrow and strong 
t^entmentcfaqkedihis utterance. 

*< And wi' thatman ? — that fearfu' man ?*' 
aaid Jeanie. ^* And she has teft us to gang 
mff wif jhim ^-«^ fiffie^ JE&d, wha could hae 
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thought it, after sic a deliverance as you 
had been gifled wi* !" 
. *' She went out from us,, my bairn, be- 
cause she was not of us// replied David, 
** She is a withered branch will never bear 
fniit of grace — a scape-goat gone forth in- 
to the wilderness of the world, to carry wi* 
her, as I trust, the sins of our little congre- 
gation. The peace of the warld gang'wi' 
her, and a better peace when she^h^s^he 
grace to turn to it. If she is of His elect- 
ed. His ain hour will come. What wctild 
her mother have said, that famous and me- 
morable matron, Rebecca M'Naught, ^^hose 
memory is like a flower of sweet savour in 
Newbattle, and a pot :of frankincense in 
Lugton ? — But be it sa$ — let her part — ^let 
her gang her gate — let her bite on her ain 
bridle — The Lord kens his time— ^She was 
the bairn of prayers, and may not prove an 
utter cast^away. But n^ver, Jeanie--*never 
more let her name be spoken between you 
and me — She hath passed from us like the 
brook which vanisheth when the summer 
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w^axeth warm, as patient Job saith — let her 
pass, and be forgotten." 

Thei^e was a melancholy pause which 
followed these expressions* Jeanie would 
ikin have asked more circumstances rela- 
ting to hcjr sister's departure, but the tone 
of . her .fatfaer^s prohibition was positive. 
She was about to mention her interview 
with Staunton at his father's rectory ; biit, 
oii^ hastily niniung over the particulars in 
her memory^ahe thought that, on the whole, 
they were more likely to aggravate than 
diminish his distress of mind^ She turned, 
therefore, the discourse from this painful 
subject, resolving to suspend farther enqui- 
ry until she should see Butler, from whom 
she expected to learn the particulars of her 
sister's, elopemen t. 

But when was she to see Butler ? was a 
qiiestion she could not forbear asking her- 
self i especially while her father, as if eager 
fo escape from the subject of his youngest 
daughter, pointed to the opposite shore of 
Dumbarton- shire, and asking Jeanie <* if iti 
werena a pleasant abode ? declared to her 



/ 
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his intention of retnovihg his earthly taber- 
nacle to that country, in respect h« was so- 
Ifcitcd by^ his Grade the Duk« of Argy le, 
as one wdl skilled in country-labour, and 
a' that appertained to flocks stod herds, ta 
superintend a store-farm, whilk his Gcace 
had ta'en into bis ain hand for the improve- 
ment of stock.*^ 

Jeanie's heart sank within her' at this de« 
claration. <^ She allowed it was a goodly^ 
and pleasant land, and sloped bonnify fi> 
the western sun ; and she doobtedna thaib' 
the. pasture might te very gude, for thje> 
grass looked greeto^ for as drouthy aft the 
weather had been* But it was far i^ae^ 

\ 

liame, and she thought she wad be oftefi; 
thinking on the bonny spots 6f tilr^^sae fti*^ 
of gowans and yellow king-cup9^ a&ong^ 
the Craigs at 5t Leonard's.'* 

" Dimia speak on*t, Jeanie," said her ^ 
thei:; <* I wish never to hear it jnamed 
mair-H^hat iS| after the rouping is ower^and 
the bills paid. 3at I brought a' the beasts* 
ower bye that I thought ye wad like besL^ 



■w^ 
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Tliere is Gowans^ and them'a yoar aiii 
brocktt coWy aiid the wee hawkit jniei that 
ye ca'dt^I iieedoa tell ye how ye ca'd it^ 
but I couldna bid them sell the creature^ 
tboiigh the sight o't may sometimes gie us 
a sair heart-— it's no the poor dumb .crea^ 
ture*a iault-^And ane or twa beasts maar J 
hae reserved, and I caused them .to. be 
driven before the other beasts, that men 
might ^7> as when the son of Jesse return^ 
ed from battle^ ^ This is Pavid's^spoil/ *^ • 
Upon mcMfe partkular enquirj^i Jeapcc 
found new occasion to admire the active 
beneficence of her friend the Duke of Ar-r 
g|yle. While establishing a sort of experi^ 
giental farm pn the skirts of his. immense 
Highland estates, he had been somewhat at 
a loss to find a proper ; person ia whom to 
vest the charge of it. Xhe. conversation 
his Grace had upon country mattery witb^ 
«feanie Deans during thdur return from 
]^hq|ioi|cl^ had in^p^pfsed him witjh a^be^ 
lief that the father, /whc3e:expe^ence; and; 
si(,cce9s ^ so frequently ^\f9t^y^ mutt bC; 
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exactly the sort of person whom he wanted. 
When the condition annexed to Effie's par- 
^on rendered it highly probable that David 
^Deans would chuse to change his place of 
residence^ this idea again occurred to the 
Duke more strongly, and as he was an en- 
thusiast equally in agriculture and in bene- 
volence, he imagined he was serving the 
purposes of both, when he wrote to the 
gentleman in Edinburgh entrusted with his 
affairs, to enquire into the character of 
David Deans, do w-feeder, and so forth j at 
St Leonard's Crags ; and if he found him 
such as he had been represented, to engage 
him witjiout delay, and on the most liberal 
terms, to superintend his fancy-farm in 
Dumbartonshire. 

' The proposal was made to old David by 
the gentleman so commissioned, on the se- 
cond day after his daughter's pardon had 
reached Edinburgh. His resolution to leave 
St Leonardos had been already formed $ 
the honour of an express invitation from 
tbe Duke of Argyle to superintend a de« 
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partknent where so much skill and diligence 
^as required, was in itself extremely flatter* 
ing ; and the more so, because honest Da- 
vid, who was not without an excellent opi^ 
nion of his own talents, persuaded himself 
that, "by accepting this charge, he would in 
«ome sort repay the great favour he had re* 
ceived at the hands of the Argyle family* 
The appointments, including the right of 
sufficient grazing for a small stock of his 
own, were amply libera] ; and David's keen 
eye saw that the situation was convenient 
for trafficking to advantage in Highland 
cattle. There was risk of " her'ship** from 
the neighbouring moun tains,. indeed ; but 
Ihe awful name of the Duke of Argyle 
would be a great security, and a trifle of 
black maii would, David was aware, assute 
his safety. 

Still, however, there were two points on 
which he haggled., The first was the cha- 
racter of the clergyman with whose worship 
he was to join ; and on this delicate point 
be received) as we will presently show the 

E SI 
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reader, perfect gatisfaction* The next obi- 
5tacle was the condition of his yoangest 
daughter, obh'ged as she was ta leaite 3cot^ 
land for so many years. 

The gentleman of the law 8miled,ani] saidt 
^ There was no occasion to interpret that 
dlause very strictly*-^that if the young wo-^ 
man left Scotland for a few months^ or even 
weeks, aitd dame to her father's newresideBce 
by sea from the western jide of England, no^ 
body would know of her arrival, or at least 
l^obody who had either the right or inelinat 
iion to give her disturbance* Tte extent 
sive heritable jurisdictions of his Grace ex^ 
eluded the interference of other magis* 
trates with those living on his estates, and 
they who were in immediate dep9ndenti« 
on him would receive orders to give the 
young woman no disturbance. Living oa 
the verge of the Highlands, she might, in* 
deer], be said to be out of Scotland, that is,, 
beyoml the bounds of ordinary la.w and ci^ 
vilization.** 

Old Deans was n6t ^uite satisfied with 
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(Iw reitfloniog } >but (he elopenieDt of Effie^ 
tihich tQok place oa.the third night aftex 
ber UbemtiMjk r^nde^ed his reudence at St 
Leonardos 80 detestable to binn that be 
defied at once with vthe prqpQsal which ha4 
tie^ npade hi«t avdientercd wiUi pleasure 
imt9 tb^ i^ea.of suiprisiQ^. Jeanier i^ bad 

been pp^posed bgr^^ Puke^ to> render the 
cbaa^ ^ residence imMTie'stiikkig to hen 
The J>ttke had apprised Arobibald of tbeie 
circui^staoeefl^ iwitb orderHo aetaee^rdiag 
to the jnsUr^^ttpos ^b^ ^bauk^/f e^eelve. ffMi 
£diaburgb, ^ by whieb acp^HidHigty be 
wast directed to bripg J«anie to^Roseneatl^ 
. The father apd dai;|gbter cooaiHuoicated 
these matfeers.to each other^ nxm stoppingi 
now* wglkiag slowlj^ towards tbe~|jodge^ 

.whkth showed itself a|Bong.rthe trees^ a^ 

• » 

aboat half a mile's >dista»ae from the lit^ 
bay^invwhich.they had landed. 
. As. ^ they .^proached the houses Davi^ 
I>eaiis4nforaied liis ^aughtei^ w^h somo- 
wh«t l^ea grim smile^ which waath^ utmo^ 
ndvanee.he ever Qiade tojiv^ds a mirthfid 
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eOfipresBion of visage,' that <* there was b^th 
a worshipful gentleman^ and ane reverend 
gedtldttiah, residing therein. The worshipful 
gentlebian was his honour the Laird of 
Knbcktarlitie, who was baillie of the lord- 
ship un^er tbeDukeof Argyle, ane Hieland^ 
get^tlemabi tarr'd wi' the same stack/' Da« 
Vid doubtedr ^* as mony of them, namely^ 
a hasty and choleric teniper, and a neglect 
of tile higher things that belong to salva- 
tifdti, and also a gripping unto the things of 
tMs' world, without muckle distinotian of 
projperty— but, however, ane gude hospi* 
table gentleman, with whom it would be a 
pairt of wisdom to live on a good under* 
standing^— (for Hielandmen were hasty, ower 
hasty.)— As for the reverend person of whom 
lie had spoken, he was candidate by favour 
of the Duke of Argyle (for David would not 
for the universe have called him presen- 
tee) to the kirk of the parish in tfrhich their 
ihrm was sitiiated, and he was likely to be 
liighly acceptg^ble unto the Ghti^rtian souls 

ft' ' 

of the parish, who were hungering for spi- 
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ritual manna^ having been fed but upon 
sour Hieland sowens by Mr Duncan Mac 
Donought, the last minister, who began the 
morning duly, Sunday and Saturday, with 
a mutchkin of usquebaugh. But I need 
say the less about the present lad," said 
David, . again grimly grimacing, <* as I 
think ye may hae seen him afore ; and here 
he is come to -meet us/' 

She had indeed seen him before, for it 
was no other than Reuben Butler himself 
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,VI. 



Ho more MLtjAunhbehM thy sister's fttce-; . 
Tfaoa Just fili«tdybiid bee itttmbface^^ 

; MUgff o^ Mrs J31SM iKMUfHw*' . 

« 

This second smprise, had been aecom-^ 
plished for Jeanie Deans by the^rod of the: 
same benevolent enchanter^ whose powafV 
had transplanted her father from the crags €)f 
St Leonardos tothe.bazdcs of theG&reXiOcb. . 
The Duke of Argyle was. not a person, to . 
forget the hereditary debt of gratitude, 
which had been bequeathed to him by Ms« 
grandfather, in favour of thegnmdscm of old ? 
Bible Butler. He had internally resolve^ \ 
to provide for Beuben Butler in this kirk of 
Knocktarlitie, of which the incumbent had 
just departed this life. Accordingly, hi$ 
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agaxt MoeiTeA liie netessary iastnicticms 
fiir diatipmrpose^ under tiieqm^yiAg cou- 
dkiiEin : always that the leiEUHii)^ and dia<* 
lacteohof Mr Butler shouM be found pro- 
per foTt the charge. Upon enquiry » these 
wene &mnd ia higUtjr satis&ctory aa had 
been repc^ited in the case of Stovid Deans 
)nmsel£ 

By tbi^ ptefermoU^ theiBtike of Aigyle 
more essentially benefited his friend ancl 
pioteg^ Jeatie^ than lie bunsdf was aware 
of) since he feontiifautfd to remoire ofc^eo-^ 
tions in her father^s mihd'. to the saakch, 
which he had no idea, had: been iri exists 

ence* 

We have already notited that DeanSf 
bad spmethingofaprejiMliceagaiiist Butler, 
wMcfa was, perhaps, in some degree owteg. 
to his. posjsessing. a sort of consciousness 
that the poor usher looked with eyes of 
a£gsction upon his elder daughter. Thisi 
in Da^Tfd's eyes, was a sin of presumption^ 
evdn althbugli it should not be foUowed'by 
any overt act, or actual proposal;' But the 

2 
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lively interest whicfa Butkr 3iad .difi^hyed 
in his distresses, s^in^e Jeanie set forth on her 
London expeditiobi, and ^hicfa^ therefore^ 
he ascribed to personal respect Tor himself 
individuiUy» had greatly softened the Teel- 
mg$ of irritability wYtih, whiefa IDarld'had 
sometimes regarded, him., i Aiid^ while he' 
was in this good disposition towards Sutler, 
another incident toolk place which had great 
influence on the 'old man^s miiid. 
' iSo soon as the shock of Effie's second 
elopement was over, it was^ Deahs's early 
oare to collect and refdhd to the'Laard of 
Dumbiedikes &e money i\!hich he had 
lent for Effie's tnal, and for Jeanie's travel- 
ling expencesr The Laird, the poney, the 
cocked hat, and the tobacco-pipe, had not 
been s^n at Saint Leonard's Crags for 
many a day ;> so that, in order to pay this 
dfebt, David was under the necessity of re- 
pairkig in person to the mansion of Dum- 
biedikes. '• \ ■ ' 

He found" it in a state of unexpected 
bustle. There were workmen pulling down 
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some of the old hangings, and repladng 
them with others, altering, repairing, scrub- 
bing, painting, and white- washing. - There 
was no knowing the old house, which had 
been so long the mansion of sloth and si- 
lence. The Laird himself seemed in some 
confusion, and his reception, though kind, 
lacked something of the reverential cordial- 
ity with which he used to greet David 
Deans. There was a chailge also, David 
did not very well know what, about the ex- 
terior of this landed proprietor — an iin- 
provement in the shape of his garments, a 
sprueeness in the air with which they were 
put on, that were both novelties. Even 
the old hat looked smarter ; the cock had 
been newly pointed, the lace had been re- 
freshed, and instead of slouching backward 
or forward on the Laird's head, as it hap- 
pened to be thrown on, it was adjusted 
with a knowing inclination over one eye; 
David Deans opened his business, ^nd 

told down the cash. Dumbiedikes inoU-^ 

1 
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Bed hUiisdr to the <»ie; tnd counted the 
other with great *ceura«y, »ter«ptMg 
David, while he was ta}lang jE^tii^ '^empv 
tioil ^ the eaptitity of Judah^ to ^BiJ^ haQ 
whether he did n^t thtnkr one &r tw<^<»f ij^ 
guineas^ looked ^tfa^r %jb^ When he was 
satidfled <» thisr fjoi»t> had pocketted^ Tm 
nfottefiaiii^h^^^pied a receipt^ he address* 
ed David with some little he5itadon»«~^ 
^' Jeanie wad be-- wiituig ye sojn^thin^ 
gudeman ?" 
'^ About the mStefT' r^jdied Dayi^"^ 

*^N«e^ doubt, she dia.'* 

'' And did she e&iy n«e nUiirr«boift^ me ?^; 
allied tfaja Lairds . 
; <^NaeiQtti^butkind^ndC1»(i9^^ 
— wteit stdd; fllie hue^ said/' rc^isd D^vic^ . 
fully 0xp«^ittg titot the Laird- s;lo»g:^@^^ 
ship (if his. dangling .after Jeanie 4esary^ 
so active :a namft) was naw conning to ^^ 
point* And so indeed it /^a/% Itutt lOt^ 
to that poiiA ; wWbA : h^ ^wishtd; i« ex- 
pected. 
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' ** Aweel, she kens her aiii)imnd beist,- 
dndeman. I hae made a disan house o' 
Jennie BahJmstie ittid her nieoe. They' 
were a bad pack--««steaf d meat and mauk» 
and loot the cartas magg the cdals-^-Fm 
to be married the mon^ and kkldt oft Sud- 

Whatever David felt, fie ww too proud 

and too steady-minded to show any wk 

pleasant surprise in faia eooatraanoe ancl 

TDamsers. . . 

^1 wuaary^bappy, -sir^ liurou^ Him that 

gi^happiness-'-^nandU^eis oa hcmourable^ 

fitate.'^ • 

*^ And I am wedding into an honourable 

housoy pavid^'^-'the Lair^ of JJokffi^s^ 

youngest r daughter^-Hshe sits next ujs^ hi 

the ldrkr:and that's the way I came to 

think aa'tr 

^ There was no more to be said, b«t again 

to wish the Laird joy, ta taste a cup of his 

Uquory and to walk back again to St Leo^ 

qard's, musing on the mutability of human^ 

aG&ks and human resolutions. The 
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tation that, one day or otber, Jeanie would 
be Lady Dunibiedikes, bad/ in « spite of 
himself, kept a more absolute. possession of 
David's :mind than he himself was aware of. 
At least, it had hitherto seemed m union at 
aU times within his daughter's reach, when- 
ever she might chuse to give her silent, lo- 
ver any degree of encouragement, and now 
it was vanished for ever. David returned, 
therefore, in no very 'gracious humour for 
so good a man. He was angry with Jeanie 
for not hisiving encouraged the JLaird-Mhe 
was angry with the Laird for requiring en* 

couragement — and he was angry with him- 

, - • • • • 

self for being angry at all on the occasion. 
Chi his return he found the gentleman 
who managed the Duke of Argyle's affairs 
was desirous of seeing him, with a view to 
completing the arrangement between them. 
T^us, after a brief repose, he was obHged 
to set off anew for Edinburgh, so that old 
May Hettly declared, " That a* this was to 
end with the master just walking hixniiel 
affhisfeet." - 
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. When tke business respec^tiiig the farm 
had been talked over and arranged, the 
prc^essional gentleman acquainted David 
Deans^ in answer ia;fai&. enquiries condem- 
ing the state of public liorship, that it was 
the |>t^sure of the Duke .to put an excel- 
lent young clergyman, called Reuben But- 
ler,; into ti^e paissb^ wMchi was to be' his 
htjXf^ residence. . 

^ Bieubefi BUtler !^ exdaimed David — 
" .Reuben! Butler, the usher -at Libber* 

tonr.. .' /. :..:. - . 

" THcti^iy :same,"'said the Dute's com- 
inissionei:; ^^ his Grace has heard an excellent 
dijEinijc^t^jr 0f .hiin^ ahd has some hereditary 
obliga;ti<;rtiS' to him T>esides— ^ew ministers 
wUl be so eomfortaUe as I am directed to 
m^ke Mr Butler." * 

^ Obligations ? — ^The Duke ? — ^Reuben 
Bu^lej^'l-rReftben Butler a placed minister 
of the Kirk of Scotland !" exclaimed Da- 
vid, in interminable aistonishmienti for some- 
how he had been led by the bad success 



wbieh Butiffi liad in&stbo^ iaet vnth in all 
ixU ijuodertakings, to. consider liim^ one of 
jthose jstep-sons of Portune^ whom^die tFeats 
with nmceasong i^gour^ and ends ivitih dis- 
inheriting, ^together. 

There is» perhaps, no time at wkicjh-w« 
are disposed, to. think iso highly of a friend^ 
^ when we find hiin standing higher than 
we expected in the esteem of others.^ When 
assured of the reality of Bul^s^ cSiaDDge 
oi poKX^pects, David . expressed lii^ great 
satis&ction at his success in life, nduc^^ he 
(^bsemedy was tfirtirely owing to himself 
^^ I advisedhis.puir gxandmotherr^o was 
but a sflly woman, to farmed him up to tibe 
mimstry; and I prophesiedv that, witii a 
hissing on his ^ndeaaraurs, he woold he- 
come a polished shaft in the temple. He 
waid sOB^ething ower poud o* hi» ^oaftial 
li^rnin^ hutagude lad, and iias the root 
of the matter— ?as ministers gang now^ 
where ye'U find 4ine better, yell find tteR 
waur thaiixBeuben Butler.'' 



He f todkoUav^ 4^ ^Ak iiun)4»f: biidfiess, 

riAes8<ih4lie. vai&Mis speoukttibxu to JvHbidi 
this w«n^k«ftil' pieces of ^ intelligence^ ^^eve 
jise. HonMt^BavH'had iH^Wvixke x>th» 
grelit Maenr to go to vr^li to^ reconcile ius 
spectiUtvH^ pnndpids with tsxistingicbeam^ 
9tdAoed^;''aKnd, 19ce/d(lKer J^ vdien 

€iey fiefr^iiieiiinisly'iiboiit that task, he was 
toleraUy sticcessfui. 

^^ Ought R^ben Buller m consdetiee to 
iieeep%^<rf*'this pieferrident in the Kiik of 
Stetknd, mibjed ms David at present 
jhought that estebti^mient was to the Eras^ 
tian encroaehments of the civil power?'* 
This wais the leading cpie&tion, and he con- 
Mdered it cawfilBy. •♦ The Kirk of Scot- 
land wiEis shorn of its beams, ^nd deprived 
of its fill! attillery and bannees of authori* 
ty ; but still it oontained sealous Md fhic* 
tiffing pastors, attentive congregations, 
aivi,' with all her spots and blemishes, *ihe 
like of this Kirk was no whei'e else to be^ 
seen upon earth.*J 
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David's doubts had be^ too taiany dnd 
too critical to permit him ever unequivo- 
cally to unite himself with any bf.the dis- 
senters, who, upon various accounts, abso- 
solutely seceded fro&i the national church. 
He had often joined in communion with 
such of the established clergy as apprc^ched 
nearest to the old pr6sbyt^rian model and 
prindples of 1640. And although there were 
many things to be amended in that system, 
yet he remembered that he, David Deans, 
had. himself ever been a humble pleader for 
the good old cause in a legal way, but 
without rushing into right-hand excesses, 
divisions, and separations. But, as an ene- 
my to separation, he might join the right 
hand of fellowship with a minister of the 
Kirk of Scotland in its present niodel. 
Ergo, Reuben Butler might take posses- 
sion of the parish of Knocktarlitie, without 
forfeiting his friendship or favour — ^^Q. E, D. 
But, secondly,' came the trying point of 
lay-patronage^ which David Deans had 
ever maintained to be a cojning in by the 
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wlndotr, and over the wall» a dieating and 
starving the souls of a whole parish, for the 
purpose of clothing the back and filling thft 
belly of the incumbent. 

This presentation, therefore* from the 
Duke of Argyle, whatever was the worth 
and high character of that nobleman, was 
a limb of the bmen image, a portion of 
the evil thing, and with no kind of ccm- 
sistency could David bend his mind to fa- 
vour such a transaction. But if the pa* 
rishi(»iers themselves joined in a general 
cell to Reuben Butlar to be their pastor, it 
did not ^seem quite so evident that the ex- 
istence of this unhappy presentation was 
a reason for his refusing them the comforts 
of his doctrine. If the presbytery admitted 
him to the kirk, in virtue rather of tiiat 
act of patronage, than of the general call of 
the congregation, that might be their er- 
ror, and David allowed it was a heavy one. 
But if Reuben Butler accepted of the i^oxG 
as tendered to him by those whom he was 
called to teach^ and who had expressed 

VOL. IV. F 
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ihenasdves desirous to leam^ David, ailer 
considering and reconsidering the matter^ 
mne^ throcigh the great virtue of if, to be 
of opinion that he might safely so act in 
tiiat^tter. 

There remained a third stumbling-Uock 
—the oaths to government exacted from 
the established clergymen, in which they ac^ 
knowledged an Erastian king and parlia* 
ment, and homologated the incorpc»^ting 
Union between England and Scotland, 
through ,which the latter kingdom had 
become part and portion of the fcmner, 
wherdn- prelacy, the sister of popery, had 
made fast her throne, and elevated the 
horns of her mitre. These were symptoms 
of defection whidi had c^en made David 
«y out, /* My bowels— ^^ny bowels !— I am 
pained at the very heart T And he re- 
membered that a godly Bow-head matron 
Imd been carried out of the Tolbooth Church 
in a swoon, beyond the readi of bramty 
and buriit feathers, merdy on, hearing these 
fearful. words, ^^ It is enacted by the Lwds 
spiritual mA temporal^'* pronounced from 



A Soattibdi pulpit, in the proem tothe Porte* 
ous Proclamation. These otiths Were, there« 
fore,- a deep oomplianee and dire abomina^ 
tioii— ^ sin and a snare, and a danger and a 
defection. But this Shibboleth was not al*- 
way« exacted. Ministers had respect to their 
own lender conscienoes, and those of their 
brethren ; and it Was not till a later period 
that the reins were taken up tight by the 
General Assemblies and Presbyteries. The 
peace-'making partide came again to Da« 
i4d^s assistance, i/* an incumbent was not 
callefd tiipon to make such oomplianees, and 
ff he got ^ ri^t entry into the eburdi With- 
dot intrusion, and by •or4erly appointment^ 
Whyv upon> the ff^hole, David Deans came 
to43e of opinion, that he might lawfully en« 
j^^<the spifituaiity and temporality t)f thi^ 
cure of souls at Knocktarlili^ with stipend; 
manse^ glebe, and isll tiiereuntoappei^taia* 
ing. 

The best and moist upright-mindfed me^ 
are so s^tmgly influenced by existing dr- 
eiimstances, that it would be 4somewj(iat 
%mA 'i» «nquke too neofly wliat w^bt 
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pstenifd affection gave to these ingeniotta 
trains of reasoning. Let David Deans's 
situation be considered. He was just de* 
prived of one daughter, ai^d his eldest^ to 
i^^hom he owed so miuch, was cut off, by the 
sudden resoluti<m Of Ihunbiedikes, from the 
high hope wliidi David had entertained, 
that she might one di^ be mistress of that 
fair lordship. Just wlale this disappoint- 
ment was bearing heavy on his " spirits^ 
Butler comes befcnre his imagination— -no 
longer the half-starved thread-bare usher^ 
but fat and sleek aiid ^ir, the beneficed mi« 
nister of EJiocktarlitie, beloved by his con- 
gregation,"— exemplary in his life, — ^power- 
Ail in his doctrine, — doing the duty of the 
kirk iEus nev^r Highland minister did it be- 
fcre,— -turning sinners as a coUe;^ dog turns 
sheep, — a favourite of tJie Dilke of Ar- 
gyle, and drawing a stipend of eight hun- 
dred punds Scots, and four chalders of vic^ 
tuaL Here was a match, making up, in 
David's mind, in a t^ifold» ^tegree the dis- 
appointment in ihe case of Dumbiedikes, 
ixi so far ai; thegit^mm of St Lecniard's 
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faeM a powerftil minister in mueh greater 
admiration than a mere landed proprietor. 
It did not occur to him, as an additional 
reason in favour o£ the matdi, -that Jeanie 
might herself have some choice in the mat-> 
ter ; for the idea of consulting her feelings 
never once entered into the honest man'ii 
head, any more than the possibility that 
her indination might perhaps differ from 
his own. , 

The result of his taieditations was, that 
he was called upon to take the manage- 
ment of the whole affair into his own hand^ 
and give, if it should be found possiUe 
without sinful compliance, or backsliding, 
or defection of any kind, a worthy pastor to 
the kirk of Sjiocktarlitie. Accordingly, by 
the intervention of the honest dealer in but- 
ter-milk who dwelt in Libberton, David 
summoned to his presence Reuben Butler; 
Even from this worthy messenger he was 
unable to conceal certain swdling emotions 
of dignity, in so much, that, when the car- 
ter had com^municated his message to the 
usher, he added, that " Certainly the gude- 
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inan of 9t Leoimid's had some ^and newt 
to teU him^ for he wag as uplifted as amkU 
^n-cock uppi> pattens." 
' Butler^ it may leadilj beconeeivedy imr 
mediatdy obeyed the sumrnxms. His wm 
a phki charaeter; in wfaiefa Trortb and good, 
sense &bA simplidty were the principal inr 
gr^ents ; but lore, on thUoccaoon, ga^^ 
him a eerta» degree <^addEes& He had 
reeeived an intimation of the fav^ui^ del- 
9^ed him by tb& Duifce of Asgyie^ with 
wha^feelhigs those only oan^coneeive^wh^^ 
have experieiiced a sadden prospect of bor 
^g xa^d^ tx> indepiendence and respects 
fi^etto petiury- and toil. He resoled,, faewr 
erer, tibat the old mmi ^heidd retaiu'all4:his^ 
ocAisequeAee of b^i^.ia his cmn opinio^ 
the &8t to com&imiiieate the important ia^ 
telligence. At ihe $ame tia>e^ he also det> 
termined that in < th^ expected confarenee 
1^ w<»dd permit I)aT]d Deaida to e:&patiate 
at lei^^ upon the proposal, in all its bear* 
ings, without irritating hjm eith^ by injtav 
TuptibnoxcontradicticnQu T)u»rla$t jj^aH ww 
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the most pfrudratt ha could have aA>ptedt 
because, althpugh there were many doubts 
which David Deans oould himself dear up 
to. hk own satisfiictiiNti, yet he mi^t have 
hatn by no meanf» disposed to aooopt the 
solution of any other person.; and to em 
gage him in mi argument would ha^e been 
eertfUDt to ocmfirm him at once and for ever 
in tbe opgnjk)n which Biitkr dbanced to 

. He reea;?ed his friend with an appear* 
ainee t^ ioq^wtmt giwity^ whkh real mis^ 
fectune had long eompeHed him to lay 
asidcy and which beloi^ed to those days of 
awful antboiity in. whidi he predomina^ 
ited over Widow Butler^ and dictated the 
mode of cultivating the crofts at Beershe^ 
ba. He acquainted Reuben at great pro*- 
hxity with the prospect of his changing 
his pr^iait; residence for the charge of tbt 
Duke.of Argyle's stock-farm in Dumbar-^ 
tonshire, enumerated the various advan- 
tages of, the situation wi^ obvious sel& 
congralxdation ; but assured the patient 
hearcTi that nothing had so much moved 
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him to aoceptiuice, as the sense that, by his. 
skill in bestial, he could render the most 
important services to his Grace the Duke 
of Argyle, to whojtn, *^ in the late unhap^ 
py^ circmostance," (here a tear dimmed the 
i;>arkle of pride in the old man's eye,) he 
had been sae muckle obliged. 

'' To put a rude Hielandman into sic a 
charge, what could be expected but that 
he suld be sic a chiefest herdsman, as wick- 
ed Doeg the Edomite ; whereas, while Hm 
grey head is to the fore,not a dute o* them 
but sail be as weel cared for as if they 
were the fatted kihe of Fharoah.— And 
now, Reubaa, lad, seeing we maun remove 
our tent to a strange country, ye will be 
casting a dolefu' look after us, and think- 
ing with whom ye are to hold council 
anent your government in thae slippery and 
backsliding times ; and nae doubt remem- 
b^ng, that the auld man, David Deans^ 
was made the instrument to bring you out 
of the mire of schism and heresy, wherein 
your father's house delighted to wallow ; 
aftexi also, nae doubt, when ye are press* 
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ed wi* ihsnaring trials imd tentations and 
heart-plagues, you, that are like a recruit 
that is marching for the first time to the 
took of drum, will miss the auld bauM and 
experienced yeteran soldier, that has felt 
tiie brunt of mony a foul day, and heard 
the bullets whistle as aften as he has hairs 
left on his auld pow " 

It is very possible that Butler might in- 
ternally be of opinion, that the reflection 
on his ancestor's peculiar tenets might have 
been spared, or that he might be presump- 
tuous enough even to think, that, at his 
years and with his own lights, he might 
be able to hold his course without the pi- 
lotage of honest David. But he only re- 
plied, by expressing his regret, that any 
thing should separate him from an anci- 
ent, tried, and affectionate friend. 

" But how can it be helped, man ?" said 
Davidj twisting his features into a sort of 
smilei— " How can we help it P^-^I trow 
ye canna tell me that — ^Ye maun leave that 

2 F 
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to ither folk— tx) the Duke of Argyle and, 
me, Beuben* It's a gude tMng to hae. 
friends in this wafld-^bow muckle better 
to hae an interest b^ond it !'' 

And David, whose piety, thojugh not 
always qnite rational,, was as sincere as it 
was habitual and fervent, looked reveren- 
tially upward, and pauised. Mr Butler inti- 
mated the pleasure with which he would 
receive his friend's advice on a subject so 
important, and Diavid resumed. 

" What think ye now, Reuben, of a 
kirk-^a regular kirk under the present es- 
tablishment ? — Wme sic oifered to ye, wad 
ye be free to aceept it, and under whiik 
provisions ?-rI am speaking but by way of 
query." 

Butler replied, *^ That if such a prospect 
were held out to him, he would probably 
first consult whether he was likely to be 
useful to the parish he should be called to; 
and if there appeared a fiur pcospect of his 
proving so/ his fideod tnustbe aware, liiat^ 
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in eveiy other point of view, it would be 
highly £d\»ntageou8 for Mm." 

** Right, Reuben, very right, lad*-y our 
«in conscience is the first thing to be satiis- 
ftad-^-^for how saB^ he teach others that has 
himsel sae ill learned the Scriptures, asto 
gap for the lucre of foul earthly preferment, 
ido as. gear and manse, money and victual, 
that which » not k» in a spiritual sense-- 
«r wlia makes his kiik a stalking-horse to 
tak aim at has stipend ? But Hook tbr befr- 
terithis^afyou-^and speckdiy yemaun be 
minded not to act altogether, on your ain 
judgment, fbrth^retiuDiigh corner sair mis< 
takes^ bacjddidings,. and defecticois, on the 
left and on the right* If tb^rewere sic a 
day of trial put to you, Reuben^ ycru, wb^ ^ 
are^a young kd^sAtitougb it inayba ye are 
gifted wi* the oni!hal' toaj^^ues, and dio&e 
whiQc were spo&eir at Rorne^ whiHd is now 
the seat of tii^ scarier abominalion, and by 
Ihe Greeks, to whom the gospel was as fbcd^ 
idmess, yet nae-th&*less ye nu^ be entreated ' 
by your^ weettwidberr to. take the oounsdt^ 
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o£ those prudent and resolved and weatiie& 
withstanding professors, wha faae kenned 
what it was to lurk on banks and in moHlses/ 
in bogs and in caverns, and to risk tlie peift 
of the head against the honesty of the 
heart/' 

Butler replied, <^ That certainly, possess* 
ing such a friend as he hoped and trusted 
he had in the goodman himself, who had 
seen so many changesln the preceding een-< 
tury, he should b^ much to blame if he did 
not avail himself of his experiaK^ and 
friendly counseL" . . 

'' Eneugh said-«*eneugh said, Reuben,'* 
said David Deans^ with internal exuktU 
tion ; ** and say that ye were in the predi^ 
cammit whereof I hae spoken, of a surely I 
would deem it my duty to gang to the rate 
o' the matter, and lay bare the ulcers and 
imposthumes, and the swes and the lepro- 
sies, of this our time to you, crying aloud 
and sparing not/' 

David Deans was now in his element 
He commenced his examinatiim of the doc* 
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irines and belief of the Cbristian Church 
with the very Culdees, from whom he pass^ 
ed to Jdm Knox^ — ^from John Knox to 
the recusants in James the Sixth's time,-*-* 
Aruce, Black, Blair, Livingstone, — ^from 
them to the Wief, and at length triumphant 
period of the presbyterian church's splen- 
tlour» until it was over-run by the English 
mdepehdents. Then followed the distnal 
tunes of prelacy^ the indulgences, seven in 
number, with all their shades and bearings^ 
tmtil he arrived at the reign of King James, 
in which he himself had been, in his own 
mind, neither an pbscure actor nor an ob- 
scure sufferer. Then was Butler doomed 
to hear the most detailed and annotated 
edition of what he had so often heard be* 
£xre — ^David Deans's confinement, namely, 
in the iron cage in the Canongate Tolbooth, 
and the cause th^neof. 

We should be very unjust to our friend 
David Deans, if we should ** pretermit," to 
use his own expression, a narrative which 
he held essential to his &me. A drunken 
trooper of the Boy al Guards^ Ftanm Gor- 
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don by name, had chased five or six of iihe 
ikulking whigs» among whom, was our 
friend David ; and after he had compelled 
them to stand; and was in the act^of bcawb- 
ing with them> ohe of thdr nmnher foed fr 
pocket-pistol^ aad shot him diead. Davidt^ 
Hsed to sneer and shake his head when anj 
one asked him whethav her had^ been the- 
instrument of removing this wicked perse«* 
cutor from the face of the earth. In fiid^. 
the merit of the deed lay between him and 
his friend Fatfidc Walker^ thepedlar, wbose^ 
woriks he was so fimd of qubting. Neither : 
of them caised direcdy to claim the j»exit. 
of silencing Mr Francis Gordon of the lile^ 
Guards^ there being some wild oousins ^ 
his aboiuti £jdinbur^ whomight have been^ 
Wm yet addfcted to mv«nga..liu± yefenei. 
ther of them* diose to disown or yidd to 
lAie other the ment of Ai& active defence of: 
tibeir religiott&ritesi: Dsvidsaid^.that if he 
had fited a pistol then, it was what Jie never 
did aftdv orbefere. . And'as^&r.MrSatrick. 
Walker, he has left it lupon reoord^ tiial^his 
great ssnrprise wb% tiiE^ so small a pistol. 
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ootild kin SO big a man. These are tiie 
woi?ds of that venerable bi<>grapher» whose^. 
toade had not tau^t him by experience.; 
timt an indi waa aa good as an elL ^ He,'^ 
(Francis €k>Tdon5) ^^ got a shot in his heack 
out of a podcet-pistol^ rather fit for divert-; 
i»g a boy than killing such a furious, mstd^ 
brisk man» which notwithstanding killec( 
him dead P 

Upon the extensive foundation whidb 
the history of the kirk aflS^rded, duruig its^ 
ahcnrt^ived triumph: amd long £ribulati<Mv 
David> with length of breath and of nai!^ 
ration* wMdbt would h&im astounded any 
one but a lovar of his daughter, proceeded 
tcr lay €k>wn his own rules for guiding ther 
conscience of his friend^ as an aspirant tot 
serve in the ministay • Upon this subject^ 
the good man went through such a va4 
riety of nice and casuistical problems, sup^ 
posed so many extreme cases,, made the 
dtetinfitaons scf critical and nice betwixt the 
right haiskd aod the left hand — betwixt 
compiyttuioe; aiid defeetiox^r-hedlding back 
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and stepping aside—slipping and stumV 
litig-^iiares and errors — ^that at length, 
after having limited the path of truth to' 
a mathematical line, he was brought to 
the broad admission, that each man's con- 
science, after he had gained a certain view 
of the difficult navigation which he was to 
encounter, wotdd be the best guide for his 
pilotage. He stated the examples and ar- 
guments for and against the acceptance'of 
a kirk on the present revolution model, 
with much more impartiality to Butler 
than he had been able to place them be^ 
fore his own view. And he concluded, 
that he ought to think upon these things, 
and be guided by the vwce of his own con- 
science, whether he could take such an aw- 
ful trust as the charge of souls, without do- 
ing injury to his own internal conviction 
of what is right or wrong. 

When David had concluded his yery 
long harangue, which was only interrupted 
by monosyllables, or little more, on the part 
of Butler, the orator himself was greatly 
astonished to find that the conclusion^ at 
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which he veiy naturally wished to arrive, 
seemed much lass decisively attained than 
when he had argued the case in his own 
mind. 

In this particular, David's current of 
thinking and speaking only illustrated the 
very important and general proposition 
concerning the excellence of the publicity 
of debate. For, under the influence of any 
partial feeling, it is certain, that most mea 
can much more easUy reconcile themsehre. 
to any favourite measure, when agltathig 
it in their own mind, than when obliged to 
expose its. merits to a third party, when f 

the necessity of seeming impartial procure* C 
for the opposite arguments a much more 
fair statement than that which he affords it 
in tacit meditation. Having finished what 
he had to say, David thought himself ob- 
liged to be more explicit, and to explain 
that this was ho hypothetical case, but one 
on which, (by his own influence and that of 
the Duke of Argyle,) Reuben Butler would 
soon be called to decide. . 



138 TALES OV MY LANDlOftlK ' 

It wa& even with sometbing like apjare** 
hension that David Beans hesjei Bujdw 
announce, in return to this oonimunicaj* 
tion, that he would take that night to cont 
aider on what he had said with such kind 
intentions^ and return him an answer the 
next morning. The feelings of the fathe^r 
mastiered David on this occasion. Hepress> 
ed Butler to spend the ev^ing with hin^ 
—He produced^ most.unusu^ at his meida^ 
one, nay, two bottks of aged strong ale»— •> 
He spoke of his daughter«->Qf her merita 
•-—her housewifery— her. thrift — ^her aflfecr 
tion. He led Butler so decidedly up to a 
declaration of fab. feefings towards Jeanie^ 
that, before nigbtrMi, it was distinctly: un^^ 
derstood she was to be the bride of Reuben 
Butler ; and if they thought it indelicate 
to abridge the period of deliberation which 
Reuben had stipulated, it seemed to be 
sufficiently understood betwixt thein, that 
there was a strong probability of his beco« 
ming mimster of Knocktarlitie, providing 
the congregation wi^Ql^willing to accept 
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of him, as the Duke to grant hun the pre- 
sentation. The matter of the oaths, they 
agreed, it was lime enough to dispute ahout^ 
whenever the Shibboleth sh6uld be ten- 
dered. 

Many arrangements were adopted that 
evening, which' were afterwards ripened by 
correspondence with the Duke of Argyle*s 
man of. busioess^ whp intrusted Deans and 
Butler witib the benevcdent wish of his prin- 
dpal, that they should all meet with Jeanie^ 
on her return from England, at the Duke's 
huntmg^lodg^ in Boseneath. 

This retrospect, so far a« the plaeid lov^s 
of Jeanie Deans and Reuben Butler iare 
c6nceroad» forms a fUll ^xplanaticm of the 
preceding narrative up to their meeiiiig; 
ci» the island aa alrcftdy mention^. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

" I oome/' he lald^ '' my love, my life. 
And— nature's desrest name— my wife : * 

Thy fikther'fi bouae and frienda leaign. 
My home, my friends, my aire are thine," 

LOOAV. i 

The meeting of Jeanie and Butler, un- 
der circumstances promising to crown an 
affection so long delayed, was rather affect- 
ing from its simple (Sincerity than from iti 
uncommon vehemence of feeling. David 
Deans, whose practice was sometimes a 
little different from his theory, appalled 
them at first, by giving them the opinion 
of sundry of the suffering preachers and 
champions of his younger days, that mar- 
riage, though honourable by the laws of 
Scripture, was yet a state over-rashly ca- 
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^eted by pltofessors, and speasSlj by yootig 
ministersy Whose desire» he said> was at 
whiles too inordinate for kirks^ stipends, 
and wives, whidi had frequently oecaaioned 
over-ready coniplianoe with the general de- 
fections of the times. He made them aware 
also, that hasty wedlock had been the bane 
of many a savoury professor — that the un« 
bdieving wife had too often revenged the 
text, and perverted the believing husband 
•^that when the famous Donald Cargill, be- 
ing thea In^ng in Lee-Wood, in Lanark- 
idttre, ;it being killing-time, did, upon im- 
portunity, marry Robert Marshal of Starry 
^baw,hehadthusexpressedhimself: ''What 
hath induced Bobert to marry this Woman ? 
kst ill »will>overeoine.his goodr— he wm hot 
keep l3fe way long — ^his thriving days are 
done." Tortile sad accomplishment; of which 
'pro{4iecy Divid ^id he was himself a living 
witness, for Robert M^brshal having fallen 
"^tofeut compliances with the enemy, went 
home add :beard the curates, declined into 
other steps of defection, and became lightly 

9 
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deemed* Indeed he observe, ^at ih^ 
great upholders of .the stendurd) Cargill; 
Peden» Cameron: and Bewick, faadkss 
delight in tying the boiids of inatfimcmy 
than in any other piece of thdr xniidsteriai 
work ; and although they iproiild neil^r 
dksuade nor refuse dxeir ofHpe, thtey consi- 
dered the being caiiedto it as an ervttdetice 
of indifferenee on the part df those jbetVMn 
whom it was solemnized to lAie-rnxmy grie- 
vous things of the day. Kotwit^tanding^ 
however, that marriage was a SQara Amto 
many, David was of o^^nion ^(as, indeed^ 
he had showed in his practice,) thai it > was 
in itself honourable, espeaiall3^ if times w»e 
isudithat honest men couldbesecweagain^^ 
hemgi shot, han^dv or hanishedi, co^ batfl 
ane <x)mpetent Uvdihaed to^iiHuntdiiif ihemi^ 
f selves, and those that ^ might' come aftet 
itkeoL ^' And there&)re,'' m^ he Oi)ncludi^ 
^s^^thmgabmptiy, ^^eissmg Jeanie^imd 
Butler, who, with face9 as bigh^eolour^^ais 
orimsot^ ha^ beenlkt^ingti^ bi^4«i)gilbai« 
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€d argument for and against the holy state 
e£ matrimony^ *^ I will leave ye to ybur 
ain cracks.'' 

As their private conversation, however 
interesting to themselves, might probably 
be very little so to the reader, so far as it 
respected their present feelings and future 
prospects, we shall pass it over, and only 
mention the information which Jeanie re- 
ceived from Butler concerning her sist^g 
elopement, which contained many particu* 
lars that she had been ujiabk to extract 
from her father. 

Jeanie learned, therefore, that, for three 
days after her pardon had arrived, Effie had 
been the inmate of her Other's house at St 
Leonard's— -that the interviews betwixt Da^ 
vid and his erring child, which had taken 
place before she was liberated from jnison, 
had been touching in the extreme; but 
Butler could hot suppress his opinion, that, 
when he was freed from the {prehension 
of losing her in a manna* so horribly heir 
father had tightened the bands of discipline. 
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w u, in sonae degree, to g^ tbe feelmgft 
and aggravate the irritability of a spirit na- 
turally impatient and petulant,, and now 
doubly so from the sense 6{ merited dis- 
grace. 

On the third night, Ef&e disappeared 
&Gm St Leonard's, leaving no traces what- 
ever of tfie route she luul taken. Butlar, 
however, set out in pursuit of her, and 
with much trouble traced her towards a 
little landing-place, formed by a small hrock 
which enters the sea betwixt Dalkeith and 
Edinburgh. This place, whidi has been since 
made into a ssmall harbour, and surrounded 
by many small villas and lodgitog house$» 
is now termed Fortobello. At this time it 
was surrounded by a waste common, eove^ 
ed with furze, and unfrequented, save by 
fishing-boats, and now and then a smug* 
gling lugger. A vessel of this description 
had been hovering in the Frith at the time 
x>f Effie's elopement^ and, as Butler ascer- 
tained, a boat had come ashore in the even- 
ing oh which the frigitive had disappeared, 
apd had carried on board a female. As the 
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tessel made sail inmiediately, and landed 
no part of their cargo, there seemed little 
doubt that they were accomplices of the 
notorious Robertson, and that that vessel 
had only come into the Frith to carry off 
his paramour. 

This was made dear by a letter which 
Butler himself soon afterwards received by 
post, signed £. D., but without bearing any 
date of place or time. It was miserably 
ill written and spelt ; sea-sickness having 
apparently aided the derangement of Effie's 
very irregular orthography and mode of ex^ 
pression. In this epistle, however, as in all 
that that unfortunate girl said or did, there 
was something to praise as wdl as to 
blame. She said, in har letter, " That she 
could not endure that her father and her 
lister should go into banishment, or be par- 
takers of her shame — ^that if her burthen 
was a heavy one, it was o£ her own bind- 
ing, and she had the more right to bear it 
alone, — ^that in future they could not be a 
comfort to her, or she to them, since every 

VOL. IV. o 
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look and word of her father put her in mkid 
of her transgression, and was like to drive 
her mad,^ — ^that she had nearly lost her judg- 
ment during the three days she was at St 
Leonard's — her father meant weel by her, 
and all men, but he did not know the dread* 
ful pain he gave her in casting up her sins. 
If Jeanie bad been at hame, it might hae 
dune better — Jeanie was ane, like the an- 
gels in Heaven, that rather weep for sin- 
ners, as reckon their transgressions. But 
«he should never see Jeanie ony mair, and 
•that was the thought that gave her the 
isairest heart of a' that had come and gane 
yet. On her bended knees would she pray 
<for Jeanie, night and day, baith for what 
'she had done, and what she had scorned to 
do, in her behalf; for what a thought 
would it have been to her at that moment 
.o' time, if that tipright creature bad made 
a. feult to save her. She desired her fath^ 
would give Jeanie a' the gear — her ain 
i(i. e. Effie's) mother's and a' — She had 
made a. deed, giving up her right,- and, it 
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'iras in Mr Nbvitt's hand— Wkrld's gear 
was iienedforward the least of 'her care, 
JLor was it likely to be muckle her mts- 
teF— She hoped this would make it easy 
for her sister to settle ; and immediately 
al^er this <6xpression, she Wished Eutler 
Jnmsdf aU good things, in return for his 
'Mndhess to her. For herself," she said, 
-** she kenn^ her lot would be a waesome 
«ane, but it Was of her own framing, sae she 
desired the less pity. But, for her friends^ 
satis&ctaon, i^ wished them to know that 
'Ae was gaun nae ill gate-^hat they who 
had done hier maist wrong were how will- 
4ng i:6 do her what justice was in their 
.{Hnrer ; and she woirid. in some .respects, 
^ &r better off tiian she deserved. But 
she desired her family to remain satisfied 
with this assurance, and give themselves 
'no ftoublein making further enquiries after 
ter." 

To David Deans and to Butler .tiiiis let- 
ter gaVe \&y little comfort ; for what was 
to be expected from this unfortunate girl's 
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uniting her fate to that of a ehazaeter so 
notorious as Bx>bertson, who they readily 
guessed was alluded to in the laat s^itence, 
excepting that she ^cmld beooine the part- 
ner and victim of his future crimes. . Jeanie, 
who knew George Staunton^ character, 
and real rank, saw her sister^s situation uii- 
der a ray of better hope. She augured wdl 
of the haste he had shewn to reclaim his in- 
terest in EfBe, and she trusted he had made 
her His wife; If so, it seemed iiiiprohable 
that, with his expected fortune, and high 
connections, he should again resume %he 
life of cnmmsS, adventtire which he hadled, 
especially sinoe, as n^atters stood, his life 
depended upon his keeping his own secret, 
"which could only be done by im eiitire 
change of his habits, and particularly by 
avoiding all those who had knowti the heir 
of Willingham under the character of the 
audacious, criminal, and condemned Ro- 
bertson. 

She thought it most likely that they 
would go abroad for a few years» aiui not 
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return to England until the affair of For-. 

teons was totally forgottai. Jeanie, there* 

fore, saw more hopes for her sister than But* 

ler or her father had heen able to perceive ; 

but she was not at liboriy to impart the 

comfort which she felt in believing that she 

would be secure from the pressure of pover* 

ty^ and in little risk of being seduced into 

the paths of guilts She could not have ex* 

{Gained this without making public what it 

was essentially necessary fi>r Effie's diance 

of comfort to coneealr the identity namely 

of George Staunton and George Robert- 

son* After all, it was dreadful to think that 

Eifie had united herself to a man condemn-' 

* ed for felony, and liable to trial for murder, 

whatever were his rank in life, and the de- 

gt«e of his remorse. Besides, it was me- 

lancltoly to refieet, that, she h^*self being 

in possession of the "v^hole dreadful secret, 

it was most probable he would^ out of re« 

gard to his own feelings, and fear for his 

safety, never again permit her to see poor 

Effie. After perusing and re-perusing her 
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sister's valedictory tetter, she gave ease ta 
her feelings iii a* flood of tears, which Bu1>i 
ier in vain endeavoured to check by every 
soothing attention \n his power. She was 
obliged, however, at length, to look up and 
wipe her eyes, for her father, thinking he 
had aHowed the lovers time enough for eon^ 
ference, was now advancing towards thenr 
from the Lodge, accompanied fey the Cap- 
tain of Ejnockdunder, or, as his friends call- 
ed him for brevity's sake, Duncan Knocki 
a title which some youthfiil exploits had 
i^ridered peculiarly appit^riate. 

This Duncan of Knoekdunder was a per^ 
son of first-rate importance in the island of 
Roseneath, and the continental' parishes of 
Knocktarlitie,Kilmun,and soforth; n^y, his 
influence extended^ as fer as Gowal, wherei 
however, it was obscured by that x)f ano* 
ther factor. The Tower of Knockdundfer 
still occupies, with its remains, a cliff over- 
hanging the Holy-Loch. Duncan swore 
H had been a royal castle ; if s% it was one 
of the STiallest, the space within only form- 
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ii^a squareof sixteen feet, andbearingtliere* 
fore a ridiculous proportion to the thickness 
of the walls, which was ten feet at least; 
Sackk as it was, however, it had long given 
the title of Captain, equivalent to that of 
Chatellain, to the ancestors of Duncant 
who were retainers of the house of Aigyle; 
and held a hereditary jurisdiction under 
them^ c^ little extent indeed, but which 
had great consequence in their eyes, and 
was usually administered^ wi& a vigour 
somewhat beyond the law*. 

The present representative of that anti> 
eient family was a stout short man about 
fifty,^ whose pleasure it was to unite in his 
own person the dress of the Highlan.ds and 
Lowlands, wearing on his head a black tie- 
wig» surmounted by a fierce cockedJmt, 
deeply guarded with gold, lace, while tlie 
lest of his dress consisted of the plaid and 
philabeg. Duncan superintended a district 
which was partly Highlapcji, partly Low- 
land, and therefore might be supposed to 
combine, their nationa} habits,, in order t^ 
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Aaw bia impaitiaMty iolhrijjkn or Tymti; 
The incongruity^ however, had a whim»OE(l 
and ludicroiis eSkct^ as it made his bend 
and body lode as if belonging to difierent 
individnals ; or^^ as some one said who had 
seen the Executions of the insurgent pri« 
scmers in 1715y it seemed as if some Jaco* 
bite enchantar,. hating recalled thesuffereiB 
to fife^ had dapped^ in his haste, an £ng« 
lislmuin's head on a Highlander's body. 
To finish the portrait, the bearing of the 
gracious Duncan was brid^, bluff, and con-> 
sequential, and the upward turn of his short 
.copper-coloured nose indicated that he was 
somewhat addicted to wiatk a&d usc^^ 
baugh. 

When iiiis dignitary had advanced up to 
Butler and to Jeanie; '' I f$ike the. &e^ 
dom, Mr Deans," he said; ** to salute your 
daughter, whilk I presume this young lass 
to be— I kiss every pretty girl that comes 
to Roseneath, in virtue of my office." Ha- 
ving made this gallant speech, he took ou| 
his quid, saluted Jieanie witb a hearty 
i^mackji and hade her welcome to Argyle's 
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ebikntry. Then addressiBg Butkr, he said, 
^ Ye maun gang ower and meet the carle 
soimi^KS yondex the morn^ for they iviU 
'want to do your job, and synd it down 
with usquehaiigh doubtless — they seldom 
make dry WBxk in this kintra.'' 

'' And the Lavd^rHsaid David Deans* 
^ The Captam, mmi/' interrupted Dun- 
ean ; '' folk idnna ken wfaa ye are speakipg 
ahect, unless^ye gie shentlemens their pi*o. 

per titite.'^ 

'« The Captain* then;' said David, '' as- 
mxites me that the. call is unanimous on the 
fiart of the pamhionera*^ real harmonious 
eaJl, Beuben.!' 

^' I pelieve," said Duncan, ** it was , as 
harmonious as could pe expected, when the 
tae half o' the bodies were davering Sasse- 
nach, and the t'other skirling Gaelic^ like 
sea-maws md^ elack<-geese before a storm. 
Arie Wad hae needed the gift of tongues 
.to ken preeeesely what they said— but I 
pi^eve the best end of it was, ^ Long live 
MacCaUummore andKnockdunder/*-rAnd. 

2 G 
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as to ita beihg an unanimous call, T wad be 
glad to* ken fat business .the cartes have to 
cail ony thing or- ony body but what the 
Dtike and njysell likes,!' 

" Neyerthclfess," said Mr Butkr, *^ if any 
0^ the pai isbk>ners have any scruples, whieh 
som^in^ happen in the mind ef sincete 
prole$s^*S5 1 should be happy o&sa^ oppor- 
tunity of t^iijg to remov e ■ " - -> 

^ Never fash your peard about it, man/* 
interrupted Duncan Knock — ** Leave it a' 
to me^-^Scruple! di^'il o* them has been bred 
up to scruple &ny t&ing that they're bidden 
to dO"-^Ahd'if ^ic a- thing, suld happen as y^e 
speak o', ye sail see the sincere professor, as 
ye ea'^ blm; towed at t^e stem of my boat 
Ibr a few iuiloi)gs» — ^1*11 try if the water of 
the H^ly^LfDch winna wash otf scr4iples. as 
weel aS: fleasp— Cot damn !---»-i-^ 

The- rest of Duncan^s threat was. lost ki 
a^ growling, gurgling so£t of sound, which 
he made in has thraat, and which, menaeed 
recusants with no gentle* n^eans of conver- 
sico).- David Deanfi would cert^ily have 
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given batiie in defence of the right of tbe 
Christian congregation to be consulted in 
the choice of their own past(»r, which, in 
his estimation, was one of the choicest imd 
most inalienable of their privileges ; but 
ke had agaifl engaged in dose conversa, 
tion with «Ieanier and^ wilAi Boore interest 
.than he was in use to take in affidrs for 

• 

veign alike to his occupation and to his re*- 
ligious tenets, was inquiring into the pai^ 
ticulars of her London journey. This was, 
p^haps, fortunate for the new formc4 
friendship betwixt him and the Captain mt 
Knockdunder, which rested, in David's es- 
timation,, upon the proofe be had given of 
his skiU in managing stock, but^ in realitjf, 
upon the special ch^ge transmitted to Dun- 
can from the Duke and/his agent,, to be- 
have with the utmost attention 1)o Deans 
and his family. 

" And now, sirs," said Duncmi5 in a com- 
Binding tone,^ "I am to pray ye a' to come 
in to your supper, for .yonder is Mr Ar^ljii- 
bald half famished, and a Saxon woman,^ 
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that looks as if her een vfere fleeing out o^ 
her head wi* fear and wonder, as if she had 
never seen a shentleman in a philabeg pe- 
fore/* 

** And Reuben Butler,*^ said David, " wi» 
doubtless desire instantly to retire, that he 
may prepare his mind for the exercise of 
to-morrow, that his work may suit the day, 
5lhd be an offering of a sweet savour in the 
nostrils of the reverend presbytery/* 

** Hout tout, man, it's but little ye kea 
about them,'* interrupted the Captain. 
** Teil a ane o* them wad gie the savour of 
the hot venison pasty which I smell (turn- 
ing his squab nose up in the air,) a' the way 
frae the lodge, for a* Aat Mr Putler, or 
you either, can say to them/* 

David groaned, but judging be had to do 
with a Gallio,. as he said, did not think it 
worth his while to give battle. They fol- 
lowed the Captain to the house, and arran-- 
gedthemseK'es with great ceremony roupd 
a well-loaded supper-table. The only oth^r 
drcunistance of the evening worthy to be 
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recorded is, that Butler pronounced the 
blessing, that Knockdunder found it too 
long, and David Deans censured it as too 
short, from which the charitable reader may 
conclude it was exactly the proper length. 
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CHAPTER VUL 

Now tarn the Psalms of David oweiv 
And lilt im' holy dangor; 
OF double verse come gie us four, 
And skirl up the Bangpr, 

The next was the important day, when^^ 
according to the forn)s and ritual of the 
Scottish Kirk, fieuben Butler was to be^ 
ordained minister of Knocktarlitie by tho 
Presbytery of ■ ■ And so eager were 

tiie whole party, that aU, excepting Mrs- 
Dutton, the destined Cowslip of Itiverary^ 
were stirring at an early hour. 

Their host, whose appetite was as q^uick^ 
and keen as his terapei^ was not long in 
summoning them to a substantial break* 
fiist,. where there were at leas^t a dozen o£ 
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different preparations of milk, plenty' of 
Go}d meat, seoKs boiled and roasted eggSf 
a huge cag of batter,^ half a firkin herrings 
boiled and broiledy fvesh and salt, and tea 
and cofifee for them that liked it, whieb^ as 
tlieir landlord assumed them, with a nod 
and a. wink, pdnting, at the same time, 
to a little cutter which' seemed dodging 
under the lee of the island^ cofet them little 
beside the fetching ashore. 

*^ Is the contraband trade permitted 
here so openly ?^ said Butler. ^* I should 
think it very unfavourable to. the peopled 
moraW' . 

•* The Duke,. Mir Putter, has gi'fen nae 
«^rdef» concerning the putting of it dovm," 
said the magistfate, and seemed tatijiitik 
that he 1^: said all that was^ necessary to 
ju&^fy his connivs^noe. 

Butler Was a man of prudbnce^ and awaie 
liiat real goad can only be obtained by re- 
monstrance when ' vembnstrance is . welj. 
timed ; BO for the pTesent he said nothing: 
•more on the subject.. . 

I 
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When breakfast was half over; in floimced 
Mrs Dolly as fine as a blue sacque and 
^err}'-tolQUi!ed ribbands could mdke her*. 

<^ Good moi'row to yoti, madam/' said 
.lii^ master of ceremonies ; ^ I trust youi^. 
eady rising lyiil notskakh ye«" ., 

The dame apcrfogrzed to Captaia Kxtodsr 
uilder^ as sh# was pleased t^ term their en* 
tertainer; ** bifU:, as we say in Cheshire," 
she added, " I. was like the Mayor ofAl?* 
trii^am, who lies in bed while bis breeches 
are metoding, for tht gtrl did not bring up 
tiie right bundle to my room, tUl shfi I)ad^ 
brought up all the others by misfake one 
after fothen--^Well, I suppose we are att* 
for church Uhday^ as I understand--^Pray 
may I be s^ bold as to ask» if it is the £au 
diion for you North- country gentleiTirai to 
go to church in your petticoats. Captain 
Knockunder ?*' 

. ^< Captain of Knockdunder,, madam, if 
you please, for I knock .under to no man ; : 
and in respect of my garb, I shall go to 
church as I am, at your service, madiun ; 
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for if I were to lie in bed, like your Major 
What-d*ye.<Sanum, till my preeches were 
mended, I might be there all my lifey see- 
ing I never had a pair of them on my per- 
son but twice in my life, which I am pound 
to remember, it peing when the Duke 
brought his Duchess here, when her Grace 
pehoved to b6 pleasured, so I e'en porrow- 
ed the minister's trews for the twa days his 
Grace was pleased to stay— -but I will put 
myself under sic confinement again for no 
man on earth, or woman either, but her 
Grace being always excepted, as in duty 
pound/' 

Tlie mistress^ of the milking-pail stared> 
but, making no answer to this round de* 
clai^tion, immediately proceeded to show, 
that the alarm of the preceding evening 
had in no degree injured her appetite. 

When the meal was finished, the Captain 
proposed to them to take boat, in order 
that Mistress Jeanie might see her new 
place of residency, and that he himself 
might enquire whether the necessary pre« 

a 



16S . TAL^ OF MY LikNDLOfP* 

parations ba'd been made^ there and at the 
Maiise» for receiviDg the future inmates of 
these manBions* 

The tner n tng. wa&deUgh tful^ and the hugjs 
kiountaio* shadows slept upon the raiiror'd 
wave of the Firth, almost as little disturbed 
as if it had been an inland lake. Even 
Mrs Duttoa's fears no longer annoyed her. 
She had been informed by Archibs^d, that 
there was to be some sort of junketting af^ 
ter the sermon, and that was what she lo- 
ved dearly ; and as £br the water, it was so 
still tliat it would look quite like a party on 
the Thatnes. 

The whole parly being embarked, there- 
fore, in a lai*ge boat, which the captaia 
called his coach and six, and attended by a 
smaller one termed hiagig, the gallant Dun- 
can steered strait upon the little tower of the 
old^^fashioned chui ch of Knocktailitie, and 
the exertions of six stout rowers sped them 
rapidly 6n their voyage. A» they neared 
the land, the hills appeared to recede from 
theui, and a little valley, formed by the de- 
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scent of a small river from the mountains, 
evolved itself as it were upon their ap- 
proach. The style of the country on each 
side was simply pastoral, and resembled,, in 
appearance and character, the description 
of a forgotten Scottish poet, which runs 
nearly thus : — 

*' The water gently down a leyel 8li<^ 
With little din^ but couthy what it made i 
On ilka side the trees grew thick and hng, 
And wi' the wild birds' notes were a' in sang ; 
On either 8ide> a full bow-shot and mair. 
The green was eren^ gowany, and fiur ^ 
With easy dope on every hand the bmes 
To the hills' feet with scattered bushes raise; 
\yith goats and sheep aboon^^ and kye below^^ 
The bonnie banks all in a swarm did go." ^ 

They landed in this Highland Arcadia, 
at the mouth of the small stream which 
watered the delightfnt and peaceable vaf- 
ley. Inhabitants of several descriptions 
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cume to pay their respects to the Captaia 
of Knockdunder, an homage which he 
was very peremptory in exacting, and to 
see the new settlers. Some of these were 
men afler David Deans's own heart, elders 
of the kirk' session, zealous professors, from 
the Lennox, Lanarkshire, and Ayrshire, to 
whom the preceding Duke of Argyle bad 
given rooms in this corner of his estate, be- 
cause they had suffered for joining his father 
the unfortunate Earl during his ill-fated, 
attempt in ] 686. These were cakes of the 
right leaven for David regaling himself 
with; and had it not been for this cir- 
cumstance^ he has been heard to say, <* that 
the Captain of Knockdunder would have 
swore him out of the country in twenty- 
four liours, sae awsome it was to ony think- 
ing soul to hear his imprecations, upon the 
slightest temptation that crowed his hu-^ 
mour." 

Besides these, there were a wilder set of 
parishioners, mountaineers from the upper 
glen and adjacent hill| who spoke Gaelic, 
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went about arm^d^ and wore the High* 
land dress. Bat the strict commands of 
the Duke had established such good or« 
der in this part of his territories, that the 
Oael and Saxons lived upon the best possi- 
ble terms of gtiod neighbourhood. 

They first visited the Manse, as the par- 
sonage is termed in Scotland. It was old, 
but in good repair, and stood snugly embb« 
somed in a grove of sycamore, with a well- 
stocked garden in front, bounded by the 
small river, which was partly visible from 
the windows, partly concealed by the bushes, 
trees, and bounding hedge. Within, the 
house looked less comfortable than it might 
have been, -for it had been neglected by 
the late incumbent ; but workmen had 
been labouring under the directioos of 
the Captain of Knockd under, and at the 
expence of the Duke of Argyle, to put it 
into some order. The old " plenishing'* 
had been removed,- and neat, but plain 
household furniture had been sent down 
by the Duke in a brig of his own, called 
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4Jie Caroline, aiid was notr rfeadjr to btf 
placed in ordet in the apartments. 

The gracious Duncan, findSng matters 
vfere at a stand among the workmen, suni- 
moned beforie him the delinquents, and im:>» 
pressed all who beard him with a sense of 
his' authority, by the penalties with which 
he threatened them for their del^y* Mulct- 
ing them in half their charge, he assured 
them, would be the least of it ; for, if they 
were to neglect his pleasure and the Doke^ 
«• he would be tamtfd if he paid them the 
f other half either, and they might seek law 
for it where they could get it." The worlc 
people humbled themselves before the of^ 
fended dignitary, and spake him soft and 
fair ; ^md at length, upon Mr Butler recaK 
ling to his mind, that it was the ordiination- 
day, and that the workmen were probably 
thinking of going ta church, Knockdun- 
der agreed to forgive them out of respect 
to their new minister. ' : 

« But an I catch themi negUcking my 
duty again, Mr Putler, the teilpe in me if 
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^e ktrk shall be an eiicwe; for what has 
the like o' them rapparees to do at the kirk 
ony day put Sundays, or then either, if the 
Duke and I has the necessitous uses for 
them?'' 

.. It may be guessed with what feelings of 
quiet satisfaction and delight Bi^tler look* 
ed forward to spending his days, honoured 
.land useful as he trusted to be in this se* 
:^que8tered valley, and bow ofteii an intelli- 
gent glance was exchanged betwixt him 
and Jeanie, whose good-humoured face 
looked positively handsome, from the ex;- 
pression of modesty, and, at the same time» 
of satisfaction, which she wore wben visit- 
ing the apartments of which she was soon 
to call herself mistress. She was left at li- 
berty to give more open indulgence to her 
feelings of delight and admiration, when, 
leaving the Manse, the company proceeded 
to examine the destined habitation of Da- 
vid Deans. 

Jeanie found with pleasure . that it was 
not above a musket-shot from the Manse ; 
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for it had been a bar to her bappinesa to 
think she might be obliged to reside at a 
tlistance from her fitther, and she wa^ aware 
that there were strong objections to his ac- 
tually living in the same house with Butier* 
But this brief distance was the very thing 
which she could have wished. 

The farm-house was on the plan of an 
improved cottage, and contrived with great 
regard to convenience ; an excellent little 
garden, an orchard^ and a set of offices cool- 
plete, according to the best ideas of the timet 
combined to render it a most desirable ha- 
bitation* for the practical farmer, and far su- 
perior to the hovel at Woodend, and the 
small house at Saint Leonard's Crags. The 
situation was considerably higher than that 
of the Manse, and fronted to the west. The 
windows commanded an enchanting view 
of the little vale over which the mansion 
seemed to preside, the windings of the 
stream, and the ^ Firth, with its associated 
lakes and romantic island^. The hills of 
Dumbartonshire, once possessed by the 
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fierce clan of IMfacFartanes, formed a cres- 
cctit behind the valley, and far to the right 
wftte seen the' dusky and more gigantic 
nfountahrs of Argyleshire, with a seaward 
view of the shsittered and thunder-splitten 
peaks of Arran. 

But to Jeanie, whose taste for the pic- 
tiiresqne, if Ae had any by nature, had ne» 
ver been awakened or cultivated, the sight 
of the faithful old May Hettley, as she 
openedP fihe door to receive them in her 
dean toy, Sunday's russet*gown, and blue 
Bptoni nicely smoothed down before her, 
waft worth the whole varied landscape. 
Tire raptures of the faithful old creature 
at'' seeing Jeanie were equal to her own, 
as'sfre* hastened to assure her <^ that baith 
the gudemaq and the beasts had been as 
w6d seen after as she possibly could con- 
trhre.'' Separatmg her from the rest of the 
coinpafty, May then hurried her young mis- 
tress to the offices, that she might receive 
the compfiments ^he expected for her care 

VOL. IV. H 
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of the CQws. Jeanie rejoiced^ in Jdie. 4xxt^ 
plicity of her heart, to see ber charge once 
more ; and the mute favourites of our he*, 
roine, Gowans^ and the others, acknow*^ 
]edg;ed her presence by lowing^ tuoiiiig 
round their broad and decent brows wfa«a 
they, heard her well^kn^wn " Pruh, n^ 
leddy — pruh, my woman/' and,^ by various 
indications, known only to those who have 
studied the animals' habits, shewin||[ sensi« 
ble pleasure as she approache(l to oareM 
them in their turn. 

<« The very brute beasts are ^a4 po,$if» 
ye again,"* said M^ ; *^ but nae woiiderf 
Jeanie, for je were aye kind t^ beast and 
body. And t maun learn to ca' ye awtufefpf 
now, Jeanie, since ye hae been up tQ^tl^W- 
non, and seep the Duke, and the Kio||^.an4 
a' the braw folk. But wha kensi,'' added t)ia 
old danie sliiy, H what I'll bae to ca' ye^£w^ 
bye mistress, fbrlam thinking it wunna kqg 
be Deans." * . , 

/« Ca' me your ain Jeanie, May, and thistt 
ye can never gang wrang.** , :,.j 
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In the cow'house which they examined, 
there was one animal, which Jeanie looked 
at till the tears gushed into her eyes. May, 
who had watched her with a sympathizing 
•gcpresaoOf immediately obaen/ed^ in an 
nnder tone, *^ The gudeman aye sorts that 
beast himsel, and is kinder to it than ooy 
beast in the byre; and I noticed he was 
that way e'en when he was angriest, ^nd 
had maist cause to be angry.— *£h sirs ! a 
parent's heart's a ^ueer thing i^-^Mony a 
warstJe he has had for that puir lassie— I 
a|n thinking he petitions mair for her than 
f^ yoursel, hinny ; for what can he plead * 
for you but just to wish you the blessing ye 
d^sfwe i And when I sleepit ayont t|ie hal* ' 
ian, when we came first here, he was often 
earnest a' night, and I coidd hear him 
eome ower and ower again wi', ' Efte— puir 
Minded misguided thing !' it was aye ' £ffie ! 
Ette !'— If that puir wandering lamb come* 
na into the sheepfauld in the Shepherd's ain ' 
time, it will be an unco wonder, for I wot 
she has been a child of prayers. O, if the 
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puir prodigal wad retunv «ae blithely as 
the goodmao^.wad kill the fatted calf !«^ 
though.Brockicfs calf will no be fit for kill- 
ipg thia ;tliTCe weeks yeU*' 

; Aad t^lusn^ with the discurBive talei^t of'' 

♦ 

peirsons of her descripticni, she got oficc^' 
nwiire afloat in her aocoant of domestic W^ 
faifji, atid left this delicate and afl^ctfiig 
topic. 

Having looked at every thing ih the o&' 
fices and the dairy, and expressed her sa^ 
tisfaction with the manMr in which mat«» 
ters had been managed ip her absence^ 
Jeanie rgoined the rest of the party, whd 
were surv^ing the interior of the houisifr^ 
aU excepting David Deans and Butler, wlid 
hpd .gone down, to the diurc^ to meet' tb6 
kirk-Bession and the clergymen of the piresb 
bytery, and aprange matters for the duty 
of the day» 

. In the interior of the cottage all waa 
cleap, neat» and suitable to the ekteHort 
It had been originally built and furaisfaed 
by the Duket as a retreat for a faVoo«ite 
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domestic pf ij^e bigiier dasdi ¥^ho cKd tiol 
lopg ^HH^y it» And had been dead dnly a 
few jtnoDths, so that every thing was in ex* 
l^Uent taste and good order. But in 
Je9fQie)R bed«iooin was a neat irunkt which 
li»d greatly eycited Mrs Pttttoh's curiosity^ 
for she was sure that the direction^ ' <* For 
Mia j£«n Deaofl^ at Aucbfogower^ parish 
^ K^fkocktarlitie^*' was the writhig of Mts 
SenKP^y:'^^ Duchesfii's own womitn. May 
iHettley produced tbe key in a sealed par* 
iCelf wbioh bore tUe same address, and at- 
lAcbed to the key was a labd, intimaiting 
that the trunk and its contents were ^ a to* 
}^ of remembrance to Jeanie Deans» fitm 
her friends the Dachesa of Argyle and the 
yoMOg hA\t%:^ The trunk, hastily opened 
fis iiie reader will not douj^t, was found to 
be fuU of wenring apparel 0f tbe best qua» 
]^j^9 suited to Jrani^'fi rank in lie ; and to 
mos$ of the articles the natnea of the pBxti^ 
(solar donors were attachedi as ii to mi&ke 
4efti)i^ seoail^le not <Hily of the general, but 
«f the iodividu*! iat«i«et ihe iiad exoitedk 
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HI the noble family. To name the Various 
atticles by their appropriate names, wooHl 
he to attempt things anattempted yet in 
pr<ae -or rhyme ; besddes^ thkt the old^iii^ 
lAudned terms of manteausi sacks, kisslhgi* 
strings, and so forth, would convey btxt 
Iiifle4afm*mati6n even to the mtfliners dT 
the present day. I' shall deposit, howeve]^, 
an accurate iAvent(»7 of the contents of 
the trunks with my kind friend, Miss Mar- 
tha Buskbody, who has promised, should 
the public curiosity seem interested on the 
^ub^ect, to supply me wit^ a professional 
glossary and commentary^ Suffice it to say, 
jthat the gift was siieh as became the do* 
Bori^ and was suited to the situation of the 
teeeiver ; that every thing was handsomi 
and' appropriate, and nothing forgotteii 
which belonged to the wardrobe of a young 
person in Jea;nie*s situation in life, the des- 
tined bride of a respectable clergyman. 
: .Article after article was displayed, com« 
*mented upon, and admired, to the wonder 
of Hay^ who dedared^ ^ she didna thiiA 



THS HEART OF MID-LOTHUK. 17S 



the Queen had mair or better claiae," and 
Bomewhat to the envy of the northern Cow^ 
alip. This unamiable, but not very unna- 
tural, diapoftition of mind, broke forth in 
sundry unfounded criticisms to the dispa- 
ragement of the articles, as they were seve- 
tally exhibited. But it assumed a more di- 
rect character, when, at the bottom ci al^ 
was found a dress of white silk, very plain- 
ly made, but still of white silk, and French 
silk to boot, with a paper pinned to it, bear- 
ing, that it was a present from the Duke of 
^Argyle to his travelling companion, to be 
worn on the day when she should change 
iier name. 

Mrs Dutton could forbear no longer, but 
.whispered into Mr Archibald's ear, that it 
was a clever thing to be a Scotchwoman ; 

V I 

^* She supposed all her sisters, and she had 
h^f a dozen, might have been hanged, with- 
out any one sending her a present of a 
pocket-handkerchief/^ 
«< Or without your making any exertion 



p^^d drilyt-r-*^ But I fyn .wrpidsed we 4o 
jpot Jifar tliei)?]! y«t^'' 3Jwd J^e^k^kii^jft 
;]bis watch. 

^^ •* I>t t^ teil, J(fr ArqbtbaJdr .^om^Qcl 
jth^ ^i^ptain pf JCAOcikduDdeif, ^^ wad yie 
bae ^heB^ ripg tb^ Jbell before I am ready 
to g^ng tp kirjc ?-t-1 vm^ 8^^ tbe be^ral eat 
the bell rope, if he t^k ooy jic irc^dom; 
5j4 iC ye w^t Uf^h^v Xbf^ ^J, -I ^ai jurt 
jshe^ mysdloQ tb^ ,]aiowe.'bea<3, ^apd it will 
l?^in JQwipgi'ortbwftb#'* . 
4^q?r4iogly^so.5wo as-tbey sallied p\»t» 

and tb^ tb^ gold^l^i^ bp^- of 4be C^plf^ 
was seen rising like Hesper above the d^wy 
verge qf tbe nsiog grmfpd^ tbe clash (for 
it wa3 latb^r a clash than a dang} c^ the 
hell wa$ bt^apd. fxom 4.be oVi mf^gromn 
tower^ wd the olapi^r Qontinued to tbi^mp 
it$ cracked ^ides all the while they advjaii* 
,ced towards the ^kirlc» Dapcan e;fLhortvi(g 
them to take their own tim^ <^£>r te^l (my 
/ipprt w^d be till^be C9fac^''. 
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' 4o»idaig^, the beH «ily dianged to 
tiie.:fiaal aad imfrntieat elmae when tiiey 
crossed the stile ; and ^* rang in,^ that is» 
oonoiiided its nisfeaned summans, when 
:4bi^ luid eatttsed Ae Duke'te seat in the 
Uttle kkfc, vhen the wh«le party arranged 
tkemfffares with IHriomi at their 1iead» ex- 
citing David Deaas^ who already omu- 
|ari a sftit arnung the sMeti> 
i The buakms of the dagr^ wilii a( particu- 
lar detail .of wUck tt iaiiMieciessai^ to troa- 
Ue the reader^ wasifanSithitittgh acoor^g 
to the ostahHahHi form, and the sernum 
proQOimofd upon die ooeation had tho^ 
good tosixxm to (rfease even the critical' 
liHrKid Dieaiis^ tfaoogh it was only an hc^^ 
aad a qnaner bng, wMoh ]>av<^- termed a - 
q|Mfft aUoflWOe of spiritnai prorenden 

The preacher^ who was a dtvme tliat held' 
iMua]fr.of.David'a opfaiiiNiSt priiAitety apolo-* 
gieod fiv hiabiovity hf sayiog, ^ That he^ 
ohsemsd tiie^Gaptaini wib gacmieing grie** 
vdusly, and that if he haddatained him' 
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longer, there was no knowing how hn^ he 
might be in {laying the next tezm'a victual 
atipend.'' 

David groaned fo&id that such ^imai 
motives could have influence upon tiie^; 
mind of a powerful preacher. He had^ 
indeed, been soandalised by another cixw 
cuiQsta«ce during the service. » 

So soon as the con^gation were seated! 
aft«r prayersi^ and the et^gymaa had read 
his text, the gradous Duiiaia, after runft» 
a^ai^iB^^ the leatfaem^iarse which hung im 
&€«t of bis petticoat, produced a short Uh 
baccchptpe made of* iron^ and oba»ved, al4 
inp^t aloud) ^^ 1 hae imrgotten my sfdeuchM* 
•^Laicbjao, gaagdown tatfae Clachan, andk^ 
tyring me up a petiny worth jof twist"* . Six 
arms,. tlM» nearast within reach^ pf^sented;^^ 
with an obedient starts as many tobacco* 
pouches to the ■■ opan of <^ce« He made^ 
choice of eoe with a nod of jtcknivwledg- 
ment} filled his pipci lighted it mih the as*: 
tistaficis of biii pbtol-fltnt, and smoked witb/ 
infinite composure dmring the whole time 
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of the sermon. At the end of the discourse 
he knocked the ashes out of his pipe^ re» 
placed it in his sporran,' returned the to« 
bacco^poucfi or spleuchan to its owner^ and 
jotned in the prayer with decency and at^ 
t^ntion.' 

At the end of the service, when Butler 
had been admitted minister of the kirk of 
Knocktarfitie, with all its spiritual iminuni- 
tSes and privilegesi David, who had frowned, 
groaned, iand murmured at Khockdunder^ 
irreverent demeanour, comfmuhicated his 
plain thoughts of the matter to Isaac Mei- 
klehose, on6 of the elders, with whom a re-:^ 
?erential aspect and huge grizzle wig had es* 
j^ecially disposed him to seek firatcfmization; 
^It didna become a wild Indian,'* David said,; 
^'^ffluch less' ft Christian, and'a gentleman^ 
to sit in thfe kirk puflBng tobisicco reek, as if 
he were in a chahge-housc***' ' * 

Meiklebose shook hts head, and allowed ^ 
it was *< far frae beseeming^— But what will 
ye say ? The Captain's a qaeer hand, and 
to speak td him about ^at or ony thi&g 



ehe that cro»Ks tbe mf^otp witd be 44> Kt 
t^ ]ci)ii ^W. He Iseepn a tugh liafid 
pwer the i(:ouQtry, .wd we ooukinai detl^ii' 
4b^ liielf^ndmeo wthout hJ5fir0i:ectio%ai]i' 
a* the kejfv p' tl^e Jkintcay hti^at I|t9.bi4t^ 
and he's no an ill body in the Hiain» andiiif^ 
try* ye Ji»n, nww!9 1^ ineadc^s d^up^" 

«« That may be very- true, nej^hbofir/ 
aajd David } *^ but Heuben Butter isp^ l^ 
man I talce him to be» if he diana leam tim 
C»pUm to Gsfi bii^pe aomc ether gate 
ttuin to (jfO^'f hom^p or. the quarter ^ 
Oliver* . . ^' ■ ' 

^ Jm and apftly ganga faiv" wid M^ik^ 
Iwwe ; ^* and if a fule may gie a: vme mau^ 
cousseJ* I i«9d l^ae him $bii;Ll( tiraoe lor jba 
meUa wl' KnQckd«|[,derfV7He wld hffi a 
I«ig'>sh|nkit spune that fm^ sup ^U-^vNI 
the de'iU But tb«y wre a^ fupify tot fhiqi^ 
dinner to the cfaan^e-houaet ai}4 if we diM^ui^ 
mend our pacf * iwe'tf •e^flp^ J^l^pxt 4^ Jtifai* 

time*'' 
David accoin|[^pi«d hif ^m^ ▼l^)}p^t 

aniswer } but l^an tp &4 ^0^ K^I9^?)>cf^ 



IlidActbci gleo of KoodOarliMe, Ufce the rwl 
qf the world) nfs baooted by its owa ape* 

<aalsul{|^ctS4»fi'fiSgret^^4iw^ His 
mind was so much occupied by ^oQsideniig 
the best Bieans of converting Duncan of 
■Knock to a saise of rererential decency 
during pabltc worshifH that lie altogether 
foigot to enquire, whether Buder.was call* 
ed upon to subscribe the oaths to govern* 
»ent» 

Some have insinuatedp that his neglect 
«a this head was^ in some degree^ intentimi* 
al i but I thinlc this explanation inconsistent 
with the shnpUdty of my fiiend David's 
character. Neither have I ever been aUe 
by the most minute enquiries to know, whe* 
tfaer Aejbnudaf at winch he so much scni- 
jpiedt had been exacted from Buder^ aye or 
no. The books of the kirk-session might 
have thrown some light on this matter ; bait 
unfortunately they were destroyed in the 
year 1746, by one Donacha Dhu na Da* 
naigh^ at the instance^ H was said^ ck at 
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least by tbe connivance^ of the gracious 
Duncan of Knock, who had a desire to ob* 
literate the records of the foibles of a cer- 
t»n Kate JRnlayson. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Mow batt and Uen the change-honie lain 

WT jilUcaup conmtotaCoff^— 

Here's cryiDg oqI for bakes end g31i| 

And there the piBt-stoop datters. 

Wi' thick and thrang, and toad and lang^-- 

•Wi' U)gtc and wP sctiptorei 

niey raise a dm that in tfa« end 

b Hke to bleed a rupture, 

0^ wiath that day. 

BuBMa; 

A PLSKTiFUL entertainment, at the 
Duke of Aigyle*8 cost, regaled the reve- 
reod gentkmen who had assisted at the or* 
dination of Reuben Butler> and almost all 
the respecUble part of the parish. The 
ftast wa^ indeed, such as the country itself 
furnished ; for plenty of all the requisites 
for ^ a rough and roand** dinner, were aU 
wnys at Duncan ol* Knock's coouKiand.' 
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There wm the beef and mutton on the 
braesp the fresh and salt-water fish in the 
lochs, the^ brooks, and firth ; game of 
every kind, from the deer to the leveret^ 
were to be had for tl^e Killing, in the 
Duke's forests, moors, heaths, and mossea^- 
and for ligtMr, tum^'br^vmi tie iowe^ 
as fireely as water) brandy and usque** 
baugh both were had in these hi^ppy times 
without dutjy i even wbii« wiii» apd claret 
were got for nothings sinefi ^the Duke's 
extensive righta of admiralty gave him a 
title to all the wine in casic, which is drift* 
ed a$ibpre on the western coast and isles of 
Scotland, when shipping have sufiTered by 
severe wealber* la sk^^t^M DnnoMi baast« 
e4f t^e ent«rt^om9At di4 w^t cost MaCk 
Q^ilmmQtp a fimk wt 9f his ^oitM^ 
«f)d w»s peveiTjtbfl^ p«l oidy. IMftem]^ bnfe 
oyerflo^ilig. . r « • 

Tl^e J>uk^*fi^)^thvif«B jKilkmmm^ m-m 

self added perhaps the fiist huasa lluA hsti 
Ivnp bid evet mtecedt to swatt-dtftdiviit 
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yfitb ifhifih the pledge )vwi received. Nty, 
80 e^ted in benrt wm he upon this oieino- 
t^Ie.QCQi3ioQ, and so mpch di»pp^ to be 
Vfi^vl^wU thut he expreaaed oo dissaitisfiic- 
tion when three bag*pipers struck up, *^ The 
QMiipfcteUs are cptmng.'' The health of the 
*^verend miivtter of Kaocfctatlitie was re- . 
e^Vfd with similar honours ; and there wsa 
a roar of lau^ter, when one of bis bi^ethren 
J^ly subjoined the addition qP, *' A good 
Vife to our bn>therj to keep the Manse in 
prder.*" On .this occasion J>avid Deips wsa 
deiiyejred of his firatbom jokci appaiient- 
}y the paituritioD was accon^pai^d with 
waoy tiiioea, for sorely did be twiat abowt 
^iS;pj)y$i9gQpmy» and much did heatmnble 
in^bis speech^ before he oould ip^press bis 
jd^ ** That the lad being new wedded to 
hw sj)if itixjJ bTide# # wsa hard to threatwn 
Uxi with ane ten^torsil lyouse ij* ^e u^vft 
day.** He then laughed a hoarie And brief 
laugh, and was auddenly grave and aflent^ 
^f if abashed at his own yivacious effort* 

After appther toast pr j;wci^ Joapiei Mm 
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Dolly, and such of the female natives as had 
honoured the feast with their presence^ tfSi^ 
tired to David's new dwelling at Auchiii^ 
gower, and left the gentlemen to their pOf 
tations. * ,-i 

The feast proceeded with gffat gle9# 
The conversation, where Duncan had it 
under his direction, was not indeed alway9 
strictly canonical, but David Deans escap^ 
any risk of being scandalized, by engaging 
with one of his neighbours in a recapitula^^ 
tion of the sufferings of Ayrshire and La* 
narkshire, during what was called the ia» 
yasion of the Highland Host ; the prudent 
Mr Meiklehose cautioning them from timf 
to time to lower their voices, for ^^ thajt 
Duncan Knock's father had been at thai; 
onslaught, and brought back muckle gudf 
plenishings and that Duncan was no uiv» 
likely to hae beon there himself^ for what 
he kenn'd.** 

' Meanwhile, as the mirth grew fast and 
furious, the graver members of the fsxtf 
began to escape as well as they coul4» 
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David Deans accompli^bed his retreat, and 
Butler anxiously watched an opportunity to 
follow him. Knockdunder, however, desi- 
f6u8» he said, of knowing what stuff was in 
the new minister, had no intention to part 
#ith him so easily, but kept him pinned to 
his side, watching him sedulously, and with 
obliging violence filling his glass to the 
brim^ so often as he could seize an oppor- 
tunity of doing so. At length, as the even« 
jng was wearing late, a venerable brother 
chanced to ask Mr Archibald when they 
might hope to see the Duke, tarn carum 
eaputf as he would venture to term him, at 
the Lodge of Roseneath. Duncan ot Knock, 
whose ideas were somewhat conglomerated, 
and who, it may be believed, was no great 
scholar, catching up some imperfect sound 
of the words, conceived the speaker was 
drawing a parallel between the Duke and 
Sir Donald Gorme of Sleat ; and being of 
opinion that such comparison was odious, 
snorted thrice, and prepared himself to be 
inapaasion* ' 
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To tbe exi^^oation of the nwn^rafade ^- 
vioe, th? CaptiMn ajuwered* " I hesucd t^e 
vord Gorme myself* aCt wijth i^y <»in ears. 
P'ye 4hmk I 4o not lenow 6«eU<: ic()ip 
Latin r 

** Apparent^ wH^ nr ^''-.^^ %i i«lfil|^- 
maPf offendied io his tttrou 4o4 t«diiMig <a 
pioch of squ£& ansMPQied with grfis^ eoot- 



The copper wow •f tfaus^grf^ylf^QiipQifi 
jdov becfttae heated lik^ the :bi4I;,<of . JPha)%- 
.na« apd while Mr Archibald ip«di»^4 be- 
twixt the offeodfd parti^ /^nd 4^ >att{^ 

tiop of the coippa^x vas eius"^ \?y iheir 
diispu^, Sutler l9oi: aO;r^spBfet^;(4lx tp d^ 
£BCt his retreat* ■ 

_ - . ' 

He fouod tbe iewales at Auchi^gowei^ 
irery aiateus for. the iM'^iog up. oi* t|;ie coor 
yiyial party }, fQ|r it was. » pvt o( tb^ ar? 
ran^enent) ti^^Ithoqf b David peaoa ww 
4p remain at.Aupbiiig9t,wei;»^e4 ^Butler was 
that iiight tp X^}(fi powe§sU>n pf the Manset 
yet Jeanie» for wJioto pamplete accfommo- 
dations were not yet provided in Jh^ /iather^f 
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hornet was to return for a day or two to 
the Lodge at Roseneatb, and the boats had 
been held in readiness accordingly. They 
waited, therefore, fbr Knockdundefs re- 
t^tn, but twilight came, and they still wait- 
ed in vain. At length Mr Archibald, who, 
as a man of decorum, had taken care tiot to 
exceed in bis conviviaKty, made his appear- 
ance, and advised thie fbtaxaies strongly to 
return to the island under his escort ; ob« 
serving, that from the humour in which he 
had Idft the Captain, it was a great cHaiicd 
whether lie budged out of the pubKc-house 
that nigltt, and it was absolutely certain 
tlftit he would not be very fit company for 
ladies. l!ie glgwa^'at their dispoisal, he 
said, and there was st3! pleasant twilight 
for a party on the water* 

Jeanie, who had considerable confMence 
in Archibald's prudence, immediately ac« ' 
quiesced in this proposal ; but Mrs Dolly 
p6sitrvely objected to the small boat' If' 
the big boat pould be gotten, she agreed to 

10 
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s^t out» Otherwise she would sleep an the 
floor, rather than stir a step. Reason with 
Dolly was out of the question^ and Arcbi* 
bald did not think the difficulty so pressing 
as to require compulsion. He observed, it 
wfks not using the Captain very poHtely to 
deprive him of his coach and six ; ^* but atf 
it was in the ladies* service,^' he gallandjf 
s^id, <* he would use so much freedom^-^ 
besides the gig would serve the Captain's 
purpose better, as it could c<Mne off at any 
hpur of the tide ; the large boat idiould, 
therefore, be at; Mrs Dolly's service.'' 

They walked t9 the beach accordingly, 
accompanied by Butlei; It was some time 
before the boatmen could be assembled^ 
and ere they were well embarked, and rea- 
dy to depart, the pale moon was come over 
the hill, and fli^gtxig a trembling reflection 
on th^ broad and glittering waves* But so 
soft and pleasant was the night, that But- 
ler, in bidding farewell to Jeanie, had no 
a^^ehension for her safety i and what is 
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yeC more extfaofdinaiyy Mrs Dolly felt no 
akrm for her own. The air was soft^ and 
came over the cooling wave with something 
of summer fragrance. The beautiful scene 
of headlands^ and capes, and bays, around 
them, with the broad blue chain of moun^ 
tainst were dimly visible in the moonlight ( 
while every dash of the oars made the wa- 
ters glance and sparkle with the brilliant 
{A^notnenon called the sea-fire. 

This last dfcumatance filed * Jeanie wilii 
wonder^ and served to amuse the mind of 
her companion, until they approached the 
little bay» which seemed to sbretch its daiic 
and wooded arma into the sea as if to wel- 
come them. 

The usual landing-place^ was at a qu&rter 
of a mile^ distance from the Lodge, and 
although the tide did not admit of tht large 
boat coming quite dose to the jetty of loose 
stones which served as a pier, Jeani^ who was 
botb bold and active^ easily, sprung ashbre ; 
but Mrs Dolly poritively refusing to tiras- 
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mtt he^elf td the same rhAr, the complai- 
sittt Mr Af^hibaM ordered the bbatt rdtrnd 
to ar more regular landing-plate, at a cohfS- 
decable diisr^^ee alosg -the isborre. Hethen 
prepared to land himself, that he might; in 
tht meanwhile, aecompatiy Jeanie to the 
liXJ^. Bttt as there wa& no mistaking 
thewiMidlMfd laiie, ^ich led from theiiee 
tn the siiof«, and as the mt)on%ht shewiid 
her one of the white chimneys rising out of 
the wood whidtl embosomed thfe builditi]^, 
Jeanie dedhi^ this favour with tfaatiks, 
ai^ i^i^foesied hifti to prdceed with Mf^ 
DoUy^ who being '•< in a country where the 
ways were strsmge to l^r, hadmair need of 
countenance.'' 

Tbtt^ indeed, was a fbrtmiate circttm- 
stiimie^aJid nli^t even be aaid td save^obr 
CowiAip^B lifbi if it wits true, as die herself 
tised udean^. to a^ver, that she mtkM poBi- 
tiirely have e!itpired fen* fear, if she* had 
boea left alo&e- in. the boat wi& sit wild 
HijgUanders in ktlta. 
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^ Tbe oight wu so exqutaitely beautifii], 
that Jeanie* instead of immediately direct- 
iqg h^r course towards the Lodge» stood 
looking after the boat as. it again put oS 
firom the side^ and rowed out into the little 
bay» the dark figures of her oorapan^yns 
growing less and less distinct as they dimi« 
sished in the distance^ and the jorram, or 
melancl^oly boat song of the rowers^ co* 
ming on tbe ew with softened and sweeter 
sounds until the boat rounded the headland* 
and was Iqi^it to her observation. 
. Still Jeanie remained in the same pos^ 
ture, looking out upon the sea*. - It would^ 
she was aware» be some time ere her com- 
panipns could reach the Lodge, as the dis- 
tance by the more convenient landing-place 
was considerably greater than from the point 
where she stood, and she was not sorry to 
have an opportunity to spend the interval 
by herself. 

The wonderful change which a few weeks 
had wrought in her situation, firom shame 
and grief, and almost despair, to honour^ 
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y^y and a feir prospect of futtire happtaes^^ 
pai^^sed' before her eyes with a sensatioB 
which brought the tears into them. Yef 
they flowed at the ^ame time Jfrom anothw 
Source. As humaa happiness is never per* 
fecty and as weli* constructed minds are ne« 
ver more sensible of the distresses of those 
whom they tove, than when their own si titah 
tion forms a contrast with 1^m» Jeante^a 
affectionate regrets turned to Ae fateof her 
poor sister-— the child of so many hopes**^ 
the fondled nursling of so msxiy years— 
now an exile, and, what was worse, depend* 
ent on the wiU of a man, of whose habits 
she had every reason to entertain the worst 
opinion, and who, even in his strongest pai 
roxysms of remorse, had appeared too mueh 
a stranger to the feeUngs of real pettiteiiee& 
^ While her thoughts were pccilpied w^ 
these melancholy reflectkms, a ahado^ fr 
gure seemed to detach itself from -tiie copse* 
wood on her right hand; Jeanie started, 
and t^e stories of apparitions and wraitht^ 



seotr by sofitaiy travellers n wild situations, 
at suck tfflies^ and in such an hour, sud* 
denly came *fQfi upcm her imagiaatioii. 
The figute glided mt, and as it came be* 
twist ker ^ad the moon, she was awai^ 
tJiat it had the appearance of a woman* 
A soft voice twice repeated, *♦ Jeanie— 
Aeante 1"-^ Was it indced-^could it be the 
ifotce<if her sister ?~* Was she still ampng 
the living, or had the grave given up ill 
tei^ot ?— •fire Ae could stete these ques- 
iieoia to her own mind, Effie» alive, and m 
tbe body^ had clafiqped her iA her arais» and 
MM steaihifl^ hcT to herbMom, aiiddevoui> 
ii^ her with kisses. ^* I have wandered 
here," she said, <^ lilce.a g^st, to see you, 
and nae wonder you take tne for ane*-<*.I 
ikei^ht Vmt to see you g^ag by, ^f to bear 
Ihe sound of ymxr voice ; but to speak to 
yevmeU again, Jeasue, was mair than I de- 
served, and Otair than I durst pray fen^ . 

^f O £fte I how i auae ye ihere ahxie, and 
at^tbkhdur, and on the w^M sea-^beadi ?-*• 
Aise you lure it's yeu;r ain livii^ sell T* 
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There was something of Effie'a former 
humour in her practically answering the 
question by a gentle pinch, more beseemw 
ing the fingers of a fairy than of a ghosi. 
And again the sisters embraced, and laugh- 
ed and wept by turns. 
-^ " But ye maun gang up wi' me to the 
Lodge, E^e,'' said Jeanie, ^< imd tell me af 
your story — I hae gude folk there that wUI 
make ye welcome for my sake*" 
* ** Na, na, Jeanie,** replied her sister sor« 
rowfuUy,— " ye hae forgotten what I am-^-^ 
a banished outlawed body, scarce escaped 
the gallows by your being the bauldest and 
the best si^er that eVer lived-M-FU gae ntor 
aane o* your grand friends, if there wbs ime 
danger to me.** 

** There is nae danger«^-4liOTe shall be uae 
•danjger,** said Jeanie eagerly* *^ O Effie, 
dinna be wilfu' — be guided for anes-«<»we 
wilLbe sae.happy a*thegither T* 

^< I have a* the happiness I de£^t¥e on 
this side of the grave, now that I bae seen 
you,** answered Effie ; ^^ and whethertbe re 
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were danger to mysell or no, naebody shall 
ever say that I come with my cheat-the- 
gallows face to shame iny sister amang her 
grand friends/* 

<< I hae nae grand friends,^ said Jeanie ; 
*' nae friends but what are friends of yours 
-—Reuben Butler and m!y father.— O, un* 
happy lassie, dinna be dour, and turn your 
back on your happiness again ! We wunna 
see another acquaintance-*— Come hame to 
us, your ain dearest friends— it's better shel 
tering under an auld hedge tlian under a 
tiew planted wood.'' 

' ^< It's in vain speaking, Jeanie-^I maun 
drink as I hae brewed*— i am married, and 
I maun follow ray husband, for bettw for 
worse.** 

' ^< Married, Effie P exclaimed Jeanie-^ 
<< Misfortunate creature ! and to that aw- 
ftf ^^ 

^* Hush, hush,** said Effie, clapping one 
hand on her mouth, and pointing to the 
thicket with tiie other, ** he is yonden" . 

She said this in a tone which shewed that 
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faer hufbahd iiad found means to inspire hej? 
with awe, as wefl as aflection. At this mo^ 
ment a waxx issned from t^ wood. 

It was young Staunton. Even by the 
imfMrfect Hght of the moon, Jeante cotild 
observe that he was hs^dsomely dressed, 
and had the air of a person of rank. 

*^ Effie/' he said, <^ our time is well nigfaf 
spent'^-'the ^iff wiH be ^onnd in the 
ereA, and I <3ape not stay h»ger-*-«I hope 
yinir sister will allow me to salute her.'* 
But Jeante shrunk back f»mi him with af 
feeling of internal abhobmnc^. ^ Well,* 
saad he; <^ it does not much signify ; if you 
keep up the feeUng ef iH^will^ ait least you 
do not act upon it, and I tliank you for 
your respect -to my secret, when a word 
(which in Jrour j^lace I! would have spoken 
at once) would have cost me my life. I^o^ 
ple^ say, you should keep from the' wife etf 
your bosom the secret that concerns your 
neekN-f-my wife and her sister both know 
mine, and I shall not sleep a wink less 
sound»'^ 



<^ But are you reatty maimd to way sis- 
ter, sir P' asked Jeaiue» in great doubt and 
anxiety ; for the bau^^y careless tone ia 
nvhkh he spoke seemed to justify her wttot 

sqpprehensions. 

''.I really am legally married, and by 
my own name^'' replied Staunton^ more 
gravely. 
^^ And your father««»aild your friends ?•«-«" 
^« And my father and my friends must 
just reconcile themselves to that which is 
dene^and canoot be iwdomi," replifid Stmn^ 
ton. *< However^ it is my iuteniioiib in or* 
d«^ to break off dangeroim conAecUon^ 
and to kA nqr friends come to Iheit tem^er^ 
to conceal my mafriiage for the pteie^^ aoi 
rtay ^liroad for some years. So tfiiit y§m 
will not hear of ua fer some tim^y H ^ec 
you hear of us again at all. It iifOlild 1^ 
dangerous, you ibust be ^wate^ to lie$p up 
the correspondencer fiir a)l w^^nld gli6i&i 
that the husband of Effie was tbe-^what 
shall I caU myself ^-^he slayec of For* 
teous." 
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Haid^hearted light man ! thought Jea&ie 
^— ta \vhat a diaracter she lias intrusted her 
happineas !«-*She has sown the wind, and 
fliaua reap the whirlwind. ; 

'' Dlnna think ill o' him,'' said Effic^ 
breaking away from her husband, and lead* 
aog Jeamie a step or two out of heariiig»-^ 
^< dinna think very ill o' him—- he's gude to 
me, Jeaaie— *as gude as I deserve—rAnd he 
is determined to gie up his bad couiroes/-^ 
Sae, after a\ dinna greet for l^Ks ; she is 
better off tlian she has wrought for.i«-»But 
you-^O y6u!-*-bow can you be faappjr 
eoeugh ?— oiever till ye get to HeaveB, 
where a' body is as gude as youneL^i*- 
Jeanie, if I live and thrive, ye dudl hear of 
me— if not, just forget stc a creature ^^er 
Uved to vex ye — ^fiue ye weeU-*fare>-(»fare 
yeweeir * 

She tore herself from l»r sister^s arms^ 
tejiMned her husbandw-they phm^ed into 
the copsewood, and she saw them no mote* 
The whole scene had the effect of a viskm. 
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and sbe coakl almost have believed it sach, 
but that, very soon after they quitted her^ 
Ae beard the sound of oars, and a skiff 
was seen on the lYrth, pulling swiftly to- 
wards the smsU smuggling sloop which lay 
in the offing. It was on board of such a 
vessel that Effie had embarked at Porto* 
bello, and Jeanie had no doubt that the 
same conveyance was desttnedt as Staun- 
ton Jiad hinted, to transport them to a fo^ 
reign country. 

AlUioogh it was impossible to determine 
whether this interview, while it was pas^ 
mg, gave more pain or pleasure to Jeanie 
Deans, yet the ultimate impression which 
xemaiaed on her mind was decidedly fa- 
vourable* Effie was married-»-made, ac- 
cording to the common phrase, an honest 
woman— -that was one main point ; it seem-: 
ed also as if her husband were about to 
abandon the path of gross vice, in which he 
had run so long and so despemtelyn-that 
WM another ;4-^lbr hia ftnl and effectual 
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eonveraion, he did not want ufidmtitasidifigi, 
afid God knew his own hour. * 

Such were the thoughts with whk^> 
Jeanie endeavoured toconMlerberrisuKsitty. 
respecting her sbtex's iiitiHre fortune. Qa^ 
her* arrival at the Lodge, she foutld Archt<- 
bdd in some anxiety at her stay, and aboirt 
to walk out in quest of her* Aiheadache 
served as an apokgy for retiring, to rest^ 
ia order to conceal bet visib^ aghltson ei: 
mind from her companions. 

By this secession a)so» she escaped mo- 
ther scene of a diflferent sort* For as if therer 
were danger in all gigs, whether by sea ot 
land, that of Kaoekdasiidsr bad been md 
down by another boat, an acoideftt awiag> 
dbiefly to the drankenoess of the captain,^ 
hk crew, and passengersu Knookdundor,) 
and two or three guests, whoon h^ waa brtn^ 
iog atang witb him to finisb the con vivialitjr. 
q£ the evening at the hodge^ gdt a sound 
ducking, but, being rescued IbKy^ the cmw of 
the boat which endai^erei&th^iii^ tJusre 
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no idikiMte lot09 cxMpting tliai tf tlM cap* 
tuin's lacad hAt» whtch^ gn^atljr to tin taltl^ 
£KtiOD of the HlgUand f«rt of the fU^ 
wwril aitothe tti|irovbtteilt cf die gm^ 
formity of. his ovm pcrMMl app^aMace^ lit 
replaced by a smart Highland bonnet next 
day. Many were the vehement threats of 
vengeance which» on the succeeding morn- 
ing, the gracious Duncan threw out against 
the boat which bad upset him ; but as nei> 
ther she, nor the small smuggling vessel to 
which she belonged, was any longer to be 
seen in the Firth, he was compelled to sit 
down with the affront. This was the more 
hard, he said, as he was assured the mischief 
was done on purpose, these scoundrels ha^ 
ving lurked about after they had landed 
every drop of brandy, and every bag of tea 
they had cm board ; and he understood the 
coxswain had been on shore, making parti- 
cular enquiries concerning the time when 
his boat was to croQs over, and to return, 
and so forth. 
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** Put the neist time they meet me on 
tiie Firth,** said Doncan, with j^reat majes- 
tyf *^ I will teach the moonlight rapwaliiona 
and vagabonds to keep their ain side of the 
nady and be tamni^ to them.** • 



THE tauMf <XP MID-LanOAN. 909 



XJHAPTER X. 

Lord! whowooldlmtiiiinoilediikaeoiurl^ 
And mty ei^oy mdi quiet wilki at these ? 

» 

Within a leasoiiable time Bfb&r Butler 
was safely and! oomfortably settled in his li- 
ving, and Jeanie had taken.up her abode at 
Audiingower with her father, the precise 
extent of which interval we request each 
leader to settle aooording to his own sense 
ef what is decent and proper upon the oc- 
casion ; and after dueprodamalion of banns, 
and all other formalities, the long wooing 
of this worthy pair was ended by their 
union in the holy bands of matrimony. On 
this occasion, David Deans stoutly with- 
stood the iniquities of pipes, fiddles, and 
promiscuous dancing, to the great wrath 
ef the Captain of Knockdimder, who said. 
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if he '' had guessed it was to be idc a tamn* 
ed Quakers' meeting, he wad hae seen them 
peyont the caim before he wad hae darken- 
ed their doors*" 

And so muchr raneoor remained on the 
spirits of the gracious Duncan upon this 
occasion, that various ** picqueerings," as 
David called them, took place upon the 
same and similar topics ; and it was only 
in cc^isequenee of mk aeetd^ttal vi^ of the 
Duke to Mei Lodge at Rosoiefttiii, that thcji 
were put a crtop to* But upon tfaat occasim 
his Grace shewed sudi partieiiibtr jrespdek t0 
Mr and Mrs Butler, mdi radi^farvour elmirto 
0ld David» that KnoekdfUfidcr held it pm^ 
dmt to <dmn^ his course towasdsi tiie lai<» 
ter. H^ in future, used to expreas himtdbE 
amtog friciids^ cimeeming the mittister and 
bis wife» as *^ very wortity decent folli, jusb 
a little over strict in tbdr natkmsi; pitt ib 
was pest for thae plack cattle to ^r on the 
sbfe side" And respecting David, :he A: 
lOw^ tl^ ^' ht WHS an excellent judge ai 
i)owt6 and fibcep, and a sensible amtgit 
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earH an' it weMoa for his tanrned Onne- 
lonum bouense^ wlulk k is i^ 
of a flhentkoian to knock out of aai anld 
ffiUy head» eidier by foroe of reaaoD^ or ot]|»* 
urite/' So tfaat> by avoiding topiei of difr* 
furte, the pefsonages of our tale lived in 
great good habits with the gradous I>ui-t 
ten, only that he stitt gneved David'if soul, 
and set a perilous exaasfde to theoongie* 
gfltion, by sometiiiies bringmg hia pipe to 
the dborch dmh^ a ccdd winter-day, and 
almost always sleeping during sermon in 
the atnamer-time. 

. Bfes Biitler» whom wemns* no lon^, if 
we can hdp H^ t^«a by the finniUar name of 
Jeanie, brought into the manied state the 
same firm mhid andaffiwtionato dnpoflition^ 
•i^Ae samenatwal and homely good sense; 
wd spirit c^ttsefol escertioii^-^in a word, all 
the domestae good qnaltties of which die 
had ff^en proof doxing her maiden life. 
Stm did. not indeed rifval Butler in leam^ 
't^; fant tihen no woman motfe devoutly 
venerated Jkhe extent of hec husband's eruj 
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ditioiL She did not pretend tD understand 
has expofiitions of dxvlnity ; but too mimstw. 
of the presbytery had his humUe dkmer so 
well jnnanged» his cbtfaes and fineu in eqnalr 
good Older, h|s fiie^side so neady sinn^^ 
Us paiiour so dean, and his books so wcil 
dusted. 

/ If he talked to Jeanie of what she diA 
met understahd,«-^and {km the man was 
mcMTtid, and Imd been a sefaoc^aster,) he 
sometimes did harangue moie admAaiy and 
wisely than was necessaryy^'-sliefisteiMd in 
placid silenee ; and whene^w the point fe» 
ferred to common life, and was<siieh as oame 
under the grai^ <tf a streng: naturd^ undei<- 
standing, her views weve mwe ferdble, asvl 
her obaervati<»s more acute, timn has owtt. 
In, acquired politeness <^niannerS) when 4t 
happened that die mingled a little in sOb* 
dety, Mrs Butler was, of course, jm^fed d^ 
ficiept But then she had timt obvious 
wish to oblige, that real and natural goed^ 
breeding which dep^ids <m good sense »Dd 
good humour, to which she joined a^oonsl- 
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derable d^ree of ardiness and Uveliness of 
manner, so that her behaviour was accept* 
aUe to all with whom she was called up<m 
to associate. Notwithstanding her strict 
«ttaation to all domestic affidrs, she always 
sq>peafed the real dean well-dressed mis- 
tress of the house* never the sordid house* 
hotd drudge. When complimented on this 
iiocafiiim by Duncan Knock, who swore 
^'that ^he thought liie finries must help h&t; 
moee her bouse was idways dean, and noe 
faedji^ ever saw any body sweeping it,** shsl 
modestly replied, ^ That mudi might be 
dme fay timing ane's turns.** 
' Duncan replied, <' He heartily wished 
liie could teadi that art to the huzzies at 
Ike Jjodge, for he could never discover Uiat 
the house was washed at a', except now and 
then by breaking his shins over the peil^— 
jQot tamn the jauds T 
; Of lesser matters there is not occasion to 
^eak mudi. It may easily be believed 
that the Duke's dieese was carefully made^ 
end so gBadowiy accepted, that t^e offisr* 
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lag heemne amuu^ BeacMnhwiitiB wd 
admawiedgBa^tl9 of past favotus wwe salt 
to Mrs Biekartcm aod Mrs 6la£8» and an 
fii^oable inkeroaujBw makitikined fion time 
to time with these two redpcotahle «d be* 
nevoleat p^rsomk 

It is efirt>eeMi]l;f neoesaary toibeiitidn, that 
in the come of fire years,. Mis Butier had 
thwe dkildrcai^ tw^.boys and a f^h aU 
9to«t h^aldiy faibes of gface,. im^lmmdi 
faloe-eye4 «i^ ^^«Hkg4imfaed« THhi hoyn 
were itaaatd UmiA a»d lUuhcn^ aa •oidet 
#f nomenckitwf wlndi- «as iMid!i to the 
satisfisK^ion of iS^a «id bw^of the CoYfeoimti 
j^ the girt» by hermotliet^i 9femi^ dBsbe, 
was ebrisAeaed Eifihemifei^ ratb^ tontemtf. 
to the wish bothitf hi^r £i^r anii hmtteMMi 
who nevertheless kweA MroBistkr.to&dfr^ 
and weie t(y> miwda^ indebted to h^ fei! tisM^ 
hours of happinesis, towithatatad any ixqueal 
whieh she made with earnestness^ and as a 
gratificaftion to h^rs^ BulfitimaeuefeaiH 
u^ Iknownot<^ wlw^kndy At child jwaa 
never dntiognisfeied ter the name o££ffie» 



hnt hy the lAilMPevistiob at Femie, ivhick m 
Seotimii} is equaUjr tomttonly a|^]^lied to 

I» tlM iftalte of quitt and ufiosteaitetiMiuft 
eiQoyBiitet^ tbne welrfe^ betides the efdkiary 
7«ibs asid ru^s trbicb disliif^ even the 
BMst :iiifufotm life, tvrb tlubig;» whioh pwti* 
euliriy eheqiierteL Mrs Butler^s hap|kif>ess. 
'^ Witiiotit these/' clie>s«dta e\xt wS^imerp 
'' h« lilr Tfmild fatfre bem Iwt te» happy } 
MA pedhaps/' Ae added^ '^ die had need of 
soste otMses iii' titts woAA fto rMiiiid bev 
flmt i^Mrajwiia a>better to eoew behind if.'* 

Thd fierto^ these f«b«fe<d M ecrl^i* pole^ 
niAeal akirBE»s|ie» betwixt b^ ftUhe? and h« 
hwhMtdi whi^, notwithManditig tfa^ m«« 
toalretfeat and affectiQn they eatertaiiied 
fi^^ea^ Oth»» and their gr^t leve &r har, 
.'HQNtftw^tstsftiding alsa t^ek graeral agvee 
ment in ^trietness^ and eyeo seTeritjf ctf 
Vvesh^tmea^ psincipley-^oft^i tbfeata^ied 
uDpleasattt weAth&p between^ them. Dayid 
Dtfam, as- our teadei^ must be aware, was 
stdBdently ctpiiiieiRatftye and iaGilr90table^ 
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and having {»^valled on Ittmself tobeMme 
a member of a kirk-sessiofi under the esta- 
blished church, he fdt douUy obliged to 
evince, that in so doing, he had not cosn^ 
jpiomised any whit of his former professions, 
either in practice or principle. Now Mr 
Butler, dmng all ^edit to his father-in-law's 
motives, was frequently of opinion that it 
w^^ better to drop out of memory points 
of division and separation, and to act in 
the manner most likely to attract and unite 
idi parties who were serious in religimu 
Moreover, he was not pleased, as a mm and 
a schdar, to be always Stated to 1^ his 
unlettered father*in*law ; and as a deigy* 
man, he did not think it fit to se^n for ever 
under the thumb of an elder of his own 
kiik-session. A proud but honest dioug^t 
carried his oppoinlion now and then a little 
farther than it would otherwise have goiie. 
** My brethren,'* he said, ^* w91 suppose i am 
flattering and eondliating the oM man ibr 
the sake of his succession, tf I defer and give 
way to Mm on every ooeask^n; mA, be^ 



iid^ iheare axe many on v/iddk I neithcsr 
on nor wSToohsdentiottdy yield to his no- 
tions. I cannot be panecuting <dd women 
for witches* or ferretting out matter of scan- 
dal among tite young ones^ which might 
otberwise have remained ooncealed*" 
• < "ProvDL this deference of ofnnion it hap- 
pened, tiiat in many cases of nicety, sudi 
as in owning obtain defections^ and failing 
to testify against certain baekslidings of the 
time, in not always sevetdt^ tracing forth 
littie matters of scandal BXidJima damasa^ 
which David called a loosening of the reins 
of discipline, and in failing to demand dear 
testimoinies in otba points of controversy 
whidi had» as it were^ drifted to leeward 
with the change <rf' times^ Butler incurred 
. the erasure of his father-in-law ; and some- 
>times the disputes betwixt thrai turned 
eager and almost unfriradly* In aU sudi 
eases Mrs Bijitlar was a* mediating spirit, 
who iendeavoured, by the alkaline smooAi- 
ness of her own dispositicm,. to neutraliie 
4lie acidity qf theolofpoal ocmtroversy. To 
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tbe MOipkintB of bolii die knt » iiofM«* 
jfidieed and attentive ear, and' sought al- 
ways vatlier to exeuse than afaaollitefy to 
dafend the odiet -party. 

fihe reihinded her father that Butler had 
not *' his experience of tlie auid and wisast* 
ting tiutneSy ^vhen folk were giited wi' a far 
took into ctemily, to make up fi** tke*^ 
{)maiom whilk they suffisKd liem heloff hi 
time. She freely allow^ that many de¥<mt 
ministers and professors in times pc^t had 
et^yeddownrij^ rev/dLation, 1^ tlie bfesd* 
tdTeden, aad Xauidie, and QttiMron^ and 
Benwid^, and Jchn'Caird the tiaildM, tf%A 
entered ifito the secnlai, bsoA ij^ywhatb 
Mekili; Lady Cub^, who pray^ed in b^ 
bed, surrounded hyr a great maiiir Cbtvtiflfii» 
iia a large bed,, on whtfk it was {^aM4 ^ 
purpose, and tibiat £qt tittei^ hoiun' Jdam 
with wonderfol assistaoce ; aiid Lady Bo^ 
ihertknd, whilk got sic siupe outpttes of 
gaaee, and mony other in tines pMt; and 
43£a spemkty, Mr Jofaa Scawge^dU"^ i^ 
ter of KingfamD, wiio haioiig a liekrr ed 



Mti tick to: deatfi of tbe crewek^ was free 
fo expostulate wkh his Maker with sudi 
impatianoeof daapleaaaie, and complaining 
so faitted]^ tbal at kngth it i^as said imto 
him, that he was heeacd for ilus tim^, bni 
&it he: was xequested to use no sudi bold* 
ness ia time^ comiiig ; so that when he ]%• 
twned he found the dnld siltii^ up in. the 
hfd»haie and &ir, wiih a)L ite wounds doi- 
sed, and supping ite paniteh^ whiik babe he 
had left . at the time of death. But thou^ 
tibMe^^bsgs might be true in these needfid 
timefi, sh^ cxioiteBded that . thaee ministexB 
miia lad not $a&ar 5iich vouchsafed and 
espeosd )ne6cies» vr&te to seek thi»r mdein 
^ i3eo!or ds of aouaent tknes; and therefoije 
Sanban. wm jcanodu' botii to search l^e 
Seriptuies md Hie books .wzibtaa hy wise 
and gaod WBn of /old; and aoaustaiBes in 
thk ^vmf it wad happen that twa ps9cifiais 
saints nsightpuf sundry wise, like twa c^ivs 
nsffmg Bib tihe same hay-faaadJ' 

Toithis.IDia^d uaad'to reply, witib a sigfa^ 
f^ i&k^ idmay^ thou kenn'jit litHe 0% i but 
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tiiat aaam Joim Serimgeour, that l^fvr ^Mn 
the gates of heaven as an itJhad been wi' 
a sax-pund caiinon^baU» used devoutly to 
wish that most part of books were burned 
except the Bible. Reuben's a gude lad and 
a kind — I have aye allowed that ; but tfs to 
his not allowing enquiry anent the scandal 
of Margery Kittlesides and Rory Mac- 
Band, under pretence that they have sou- 
thered sin wi' marriaig^ it*s dear again 
the Christian discipline 6' the kirk. And 
then there's Aily MacClure of De^euf^, 
that practises her abominations, spaeing 
folks' fortunes wi' e^«shdls and mutton- 
banes, and dreams and divinations, wfailk is 
a scandal to ony Christian land to suffix 
sic a wretdito live ; and Til uj^aud that 
m a judicatures, civil or ecdesiastical*" 
, ** I dare say ye are very ri^t, father," 
was thie general style of Jeanie's answer ; 
'^ but ye maun come cUywh to the Manse 
to your dinner the day. The bits o' bairns^ 
puir. things, are wearying to see their luckie- 
a- , »d Beub^ ™v« *ej. wed. norl 
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Bdither, when you and he hae had ony bit 
outcast" 

« Nae outcast, Jeanie ; God forbid I suld 
cast out wi* thee, or aught that is dear to 
thee." And he put on his Sunday^s coat, 
and came to the Manse accordingly. 
. With her husband, Mrs Butlei tiad a 
more direct conciliatory process. Reuben 
had the utmost respect for the old man's 
motives, and aiTection for his person, as 
well as gratitude for his early friendship. 
So that, upon any such occasion of acci- 
dental irritation, it was only necessary to 
remind him with delicacy of his fitther-in- 
law's age, of his scanty education, strong 
prejudices, and family distresses. The least 
of these considerations always inclined But- 
ler to measures of conciliation, in so far as 
he could accede to them without* compro- 
mising principle ; and thus our simple and 
impretending heroine had the merit of those 
peace-makers, to whom it is pronounced 
as a be^iediction, that they shall inherit 
the earth. 

VOL. IV. K 
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^ The second crook in Mrs Butler's lot» to 
use the language of her father, was the dis- 
tressing circumstance, that she had never 
heard of her sister's safety, or of the circum- 
stances in which she found herself, though 
betwixt four and five years had elapsed 
since they had parted on the beach of the 
island of Roseneath. Frequent intercourse 
was not to be expected — ^not to be desired^ 
perhaps, in their relative situations ; bat 
Effie had promised, that^ if she lived and 
prospered, her sister should hear from her* 
She must then be no more, or sunk into 
some abyss of misery, since she had never 
redeemed her pledge^ Her silence seemed 
strange and portentous, and wrung from 
Jeanie, who could nevar f<»'get the earfy 
years of thdr intimacy, the most painftil 
antidpation concerning her fate. Atleng^ 
however, the veil was drawn asi^e. 

One day, as the Captain of Knockdun* 
'der had called iii at the Manse,- on his re» 
turn from some business in the Highland 
part of the parish^ and had been accommo- 



diatecf, accor£ng to his spe<iiat request, with 
a mixture of milk, brandy, honey, and wai- 
ter, whidi he said Mrs Butler compound- 
^ ** petter than ever a woman in Soot- 
Ittid,'*— for, in all innocent matters, she stu- 
died the taste of every one around her,— hfe 
<said to Butler, ** Py the pye, minister, I 
have a letter here either for your canny 
pody of a wife or you, which I got when 
I was lost at Olasco ; the postage comes to 
-feurpeiice, which you may either pay me 
< forthwith, or giVe me tooble or quitts in a 
hitt at paek-cammon." 

Theplayingatback-gammonaiiddra(Ugllts 
had been a {Sequent amusement of Mr 
Whackbidni, Butlefs principal, when at 
Libberton school. The minister, th«mfore, 
stillpiquedhlmself on his skillat both gti^efi, 
and occasionally practised them, as strictfy 
canonied, although David Deai)s> whose no- 
-tionsof every kind weire morerigorous, us^ to 
shake his hted, and groan grievously, wben 
he esi^ed the tables lying in the parlodar, «r 
the ehildra) playing with the dice-boxes w 
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baek-gammon men. Indeed Mrs Butler 
was sometimes diidden for reiqovmg these 
implements of pastime into some do^et or 
comer out of sight. " Let tbem be where 
they are, Jeanie," would Butler say upon 
such occasions ; *f I am not consdous of folr 
lowing this, or any other trifling relaxation, 
to the interruption of my more serious stu- 
dies, and still more serious duties.^ I will 
not, therefore, have it supposed, that I am 
indulging by stealth, and against my cpiv 
science, in an amusement which, usi^g it bo 
little as I do, I may well practise openly, 
and without any check of mind— iVi/ con- 
siwe Hbi, Jeanie, that is. my mpttoi; which 
signifies, my love, the honest and open con- 
fidence which a man ought to entertain, 
when he is acting openly, and without any 
sense of doing wrong," 

Such basing BuHer's humour^ he accepted 
the Captain's defiance to a twopenny-hit at 
back-gammon, and handed thc; letter to his 
wife, observing, the post-mark was York, 
kut, if it came from best friend Mrs Bick- 
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ertbn, she had considerably improved her 
hand-writing, which was uncommon at her 
years. 

Leaving the gentleman to their game, 
Mrs Butler went to order something for 
supper^ for Captain Duncan had proposed 
kindly to stay the night with them, and 
then carelessly broke open her letter. It 
was not from* Mrs Bickerton, and, after 
glancing over the fii^t few lines, she soon 
found it necessary to retire into her own 
bed-room, to redd the document at leisure. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Happy thou art ! then happy be, 
Norenvy meny lot; 

Thy happy state I envy lbe#». 
And peaceful cot 

Anonifmoui. 

Tub letter, which Mrs Butler, when re^ 
tired into her own apartmenti perused with, 
anxious wonder, was certainly from Effie, 
although it had no odier signature than the 
letter £. ; and although the orthography, 
style, and penmanship, were very far supe- 
rior not only to any thing which Effie could 
produce, who, though a lively girl, had been 
a remarkably careless scholar, but even to 
her more considerate sister's own powers of 
composition and expression. Themanuscript 
was a fair Italian hand, though something 
stiff and constrained— -the spelling and the 
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diction that of a person who had been ac- 
customed to read good compositions and 
mix in good society. 
The tenor of the letter was as follows : 

^< My Dbarsst Sister, 
<< At many risks I venture to write to you, 
to inform you that I am still alive, and, as to 
worldly situattoni that I rank higher than I 
could expect or merit. If wealth, and dis- 
tinction, and an honourable rank, could 
jttftkie a woman happy, I have them all ; 
hot you, Jeanie, whom the world might 
think placed far beneath me in all these 
respects, are far happier than I am. I have 
bad means of heariug of your welfare, my 
dearest Jeanie, from time to time — I think 
I riiould have broken my heart otherwise. I 
Mve learned with great pleasure of your in- 
creasing family. We have not been worthy 
of such a blessing J two infants have been sue* 
cessively removed, and we are now childless 
-*6od^ will be done. But, if we had a child, 
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it would perhaps divert him from the gloomy 
thoughts which make him terrible to him« 
self and others. Yet do not let me frighten 
you, Jeanie i he continues to be kind, and 
I am far better off than I deserve. You 
will wonder at my better scholarship ; but 
when I was abroad, I had the best teachers, 
and I worked hard because my progress 
pleased him. He is kind, Jeanie, only he 
has much to distress him, especially whea 
he looks backward. When I look backward 
myself, I have always a ray of comfort j it 
is in the generous Conduct of a sister, who 
forsook me sot when I was forsaken by 
every one. You have had your reward. 
You live happy in the esteem and love of 
all who know you, and I drag on the life 
of a miserable impostor, indebted for the 
marks of regard I receive to a tissue of de- 
ceit and lies, which the slightest accident 
may unravel. He has produced me to his 
friends, since the estate opened to him, as 
the daugliter of a Scotchman of rank, ba- 
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aisbed on account of the Viscount of Dun* 
dee's wars-^tbat is, our Fr's old friend Cla- 
vers, you know— and he says I was edu- 
cated in a Scotch convent ; indeed I lived 
in such a place long enough to enable me 
to support the' character. But when a 
countryman approaches me, and begins to 
talk, as they all do, of the various fami 
lies engaged in Dundee's af&ir, and to 
make enquiries into my connections, and 
when I see his eye bent on mine with such 
an expression of agony, my terror brings 
me to the very risk of detection. Good- 
nature and politeness have hitherto saved 
me» as they prevented people from pressing 
on me with distressing questions. But how 
long — O how long, will this be the case I — 
And if I bring this disgrace on him, he will 
hate me-'-^he will kill n^, for as much as he 
loves me ; he is as jealous of his family ho- 
nour now, as ever he was careless about it* 
I have been in England four months, and 
have often thought of writing to you ; and 

K 2 
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yetj such are the dangers that might arise 
from an intercepted letter^, that I have hi- 
therto forborne. But now I am obliged to 
run the risk. Last week I saw your great 
friend, the D. of A. He came to my box, 
and sate by me ; and something in the play 
put him in mind of you— -Gracious Heaven ! 
he told over your whole London journey to 
all who were in the box, but particularly to 
the wretched creature who was the occasion 
of it all. If he had known— if he could 
harve conceived, beside whom he was sit- 
ting, and to whom the story was told !— f 
suffered with courage, like an Indian at the 
stake, while they are rending his fibres 
and boring his eyes, and while he smiles ap. 
piause at each welUimagined contrivance of 
bis torturers. It was too much for me at last, 
Jeanie — I fainted ; and my agony was im- 
puted partly to the heat of the place, nxid 
partly to my extreme sensibility ; and, hy- 
pocrite all over, I encouraged both opi- 
iriona-«-*any tiling but discovery. Luckily 
be was not there. But the incident has 
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kd to more Blarms. I am obliged to meet 
your, great man often ; and he seldom sees 
me without talking of £• D. and J. D.» and 
R. Br and D. D«t as persons in whom my 
amiaUe sensibility is interested. My ami- 
able sensibility ! ! ! — And then the cruel 
tone of light indi£ference with which per- 
sons in the fashionable world speak toge- 

# 

ther on the most affecting subjects ! To hear 
my guilt, my folly, my agony, the foibles 
and weaknesses of my friend&*-^ven jour 
heroic exertions, Jeanie, spoken of in the 
drolling style which is the present tone in 
fashionable life— Scarce all that I formerly 
endured is equal to this state of irritation 
•^then it was blows and stabs-^now it is 
pricking io death with needles and pins.^^ 
He«— ^I mean the D.«^goes down next month 
to spend the shooting-season in Scotland 
-^h0 says, be makes a point of always di*^ 
niog one day at the Manse-^be on youf 
guard, and do not betray yourself^ should 
he .mention nie^'Yourself, alas ! yen bai^ 
nothing to betray^^Aothing to fear-^lt ii^ 
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E. whose life is once more in your bands- 
it is £. whom you are to save from being 
plucked of her borrowed ptume8» discover*, 
ed, branded, and trodden down, first by 
him, perhaps, who has raised her to this 
dizzy pinnacle !-^The iridosiire will reach 
you twice a-year— *do not refuse it — ^it is 
oat of my own allowance, and majrbe twice 
as much whein you want it. With you it 
may do good — ^with me it never can» 

^ Write to me soon, Jeanie, or I shall 
remain in the agonizing apprehension that 
t\iis has fallen into wrong hands— Address 
simply to L. S*, under cover, to the Reve- 
rend Greorge Whiterose, in the Minster* 
Close, York. He thinks I correspond with 
some of my noble jacobite relations who 
are in Scotland. How . high* church and 
jacobitical zeal would bum in his cheeks, 
if he knew he was the agent,, not of £uph&. 
mia Setoun, of the honourable house of 
Winton, but of £. D., daughter of a Came- 
ronian cow-feeder !— Jeanie, I can laugh yet 
sometimes— but God protect you from sudh 

11 
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mirth. — My father-«*I mean your father, 
would say it was like the idle crackling of 
thorns ; but the thorns keep their poignan- 
cy, they remain unconsumed.— Farewell, 
my dearest Jeanie— Do not show this even 
to Mr Butler, much less to any one else-^I 
have every respect for him, but his princi« 
pies are over strict, and my case will not 
endure severe handling.— I rest your a£fec- 
tionate sister, £•" 

In this long letter there was. much to 
surprise as well as to distress Mrs Butlen 
That Effie-^her sister Effie, should be min- 
gUng freely in society, and apparently on 
not unequal terms, with the Duke of Ar- 
gyle, sounded like something so extraordi* 
nary, that she even doubted if she read 
truly. Nor was it less .marvellous, that^ 
in the space of fotor years, her eduoatioa 
shoiild;bave made such progress^ Jeanie's 
humility readily allowed tlmt Effie had al- 
ways, when she. chose it, been smarter at 
her bpok 4um !9he herself wa3> but tbea she 
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,was very idle^ and,. upon the whole, had 
fliade much less proficiency. Love, or fear, 
or necessity, however, had proved an able 
school- mistress, and completely supplied 
all her deficiencies* 

What Jeanie least liked in the tone of th^ 
letter was a smothered degree of egotism* 
<< We should have heard little about her/' 
«aid . Jeanie to herself, ** but that she was 
feared the Duke might come toleamwfaa she 
was, and a' ^bout her puir friends here; but 
EfBe, puir thing, aye looks her ain tray, and 
fblks that do that think mair o' themselvei 
than of their neighbours.«»I am no clear 
about keefdng her siller/' she adde<^ U^ 
feing up a 50i. note which had fallen out of 
the paper to the.floor. ^ We bae aneugti^ 
and it looks iu)co like tfaefl-boot, or hvsh^ 
fl9M>ney, as they ca' it j she might hae- beea 
lure that I wad say npething wad harm heri 
for A^ the gowd m Lunnpm And I maua 
teil the minister about it I dinna see that 
she suld be sae feared for her ain bonnitf 
bargain of* a gudcman^ and tbat I shoul^a 
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teverenceMrBukferjiirtasiiiueb; aiid«ae 
III e^en tdi him, when that tipf^ng body 
the CftptiiiH has tU'en boat ia the oaoniii^. 
•— — But t woQckr at »y ain statae of mhid,'* 
she added, tuniiag back» alter she had made 
a 0tep or two to the doer to join the gentle* 
men ; ^ surely I am no sic a fate as to be 
angry that Effie's a braw lady, while I am 
ctofy a minister's wife?— -atid yet I am as 
petted aii a bairn, when I should bless God». 
that has redeemed' her from shame, and po- 
verty, and guilt, as ower likdy she might 
hae been plunged into.'' 

Sitting down upon a stool at the foot of 
Hie bed, she folded her arms upon her bo- 
som, saying within herself, ^< From this 
place win I not r^e til! I am in a better 
frame of mind ;" and so placed, by dint of 
tewing the veil ftom the motives of her little 
temporary ^)leen i^ainst her sister, she 
compelled herself to be ashamed of tbem^ 
and to view, as blessings the advantages of 
her sister's lot, while its embarrassments 
were the necessary consequences of errors 
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long sincQ coiQQiitted, . And thus.^lie fairly 
vanquished the feeling, of pique which she 
naturally enough entertsaned^dt .seeing £f« 
fie, so long the object of. her c»re.iaQd.her 
pity, spar sudd^ly so high: abQV^;jier iQ 
life, as to reckon; aiiuHigst the chief :objects 
of her apprehension the risk of Uieir^rela* 
tipnabipr being discovered* ' . 

When this unwonted burst ofam^t^ pror 
pre was thorough^ subdued, she walked 
down to the little parlour where the^ gentler 
men were finishing |heir game, and heard 
from the Captain a confirmation of the 
news intimated in he^ letter,^ that the Dulce 
gf Ar^}e w^. shortly expected at Q;o8e-» 
neath. 

<' He'll find plenty of moor-fi^v^ls ,Md 
plack-cock on the moors of Auchingower^ 
and he'll pe nae doubt for taking a late^ 
dinner, and a ped at the Manse, as he lam 

done Wore .W.V ... . 

<^ He has a gude rigbti Captain,'' said 

Jeanie. i 
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Teil ane better to ony ped in the kin« 
tra," answered the Captain. " And ye 
had petter tell your father, pair pody, to 
get his beasts a' in otder, and put his tamn- 
ed Gameronian nonsense out o' his head for 
twa or three days, if he can pe so opliging ; 
for fan I speak to him apout prute pestial, 
he answers me out o' the Pible, whilk iB not 
using a shentleman weel, unless it pe a per* 
son of your cloth, Mr Putler." 

No one ' understood better than Jeanie 
the merit of the soft answer, which turneth 
away wrath ; and she only smiled, and ho* 
ped that his Grace would find every thing ^ 
that was under her father's care to his en« 
tire satisfaction. 

But the Captain, who had lost the whole 
postage of the letter at back-gammon, was 
in the pouting mood not unusual to losers, 
and which, says the proverb, must be aU 
Idwed to them. 

" And, Master Putler, though ydu know 
I never meddle with the things of your 
kirk-sessions, yet I must pe allowed to say 



f S4 TAJJBB OF^Y hAVanORD* 

tbft^ I will not pe plea&ed to allow Ailie 
MacCloreof Deephaogh to pe poonished m 
a witcht in respect she only spaed fortunes, 
md do6s not lame, or pUnd, or pedevU 
iD^ persons, or coup cadgers' carts, or ony 
sort of mischief J but only tdls people good 
fortunes, as anent our poats killing so many 
seals and doug-fishes, whilk 4s very pleasant 
to hear." 

<« The woman," said Butler, *' is, I be* 
Uwe, no witch, but a cheat; and k is 
only on that head that die is summoned to 
the kirk-session, to cause her to desist in 
future from pra^tiaing her impostures upon 
igno^nt persons." 

<< I do not know," replied the gracious 
Duncan, ^ what her practices or her pos« 
tures are, but I pelieve that if the poys take 
hould on heir to duck her in the Qachanf 
purn, it will be a very sorry practice^ 
and I pelieve, moreover, that if I come in 
thirdsman among you at the kirk^-sessions, 
you'WiU pe all in a tsunn'd bad posture in- 
deed." 
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IVithout Mticiqg th^ihve^ Mr Batler. 
iqptied* <^ That he ha4 not attended to the 
lask; ctf ' iU usage which the poor woniaa 
wight undergo at the hands of the rabble^ 
md that Jie > would give her the necessary 
ateonudim in private instead <^ bringiiig- 
h(Hr:bef<»t the assembled sestton/' 
'^ This/* Dunean satd,. «< was speaking 
like ft reasonable shentleman ;'' and so the 
ereping passed peaceably offi 

Neitt morning) after the Captain had 
swaUowed his moming druught of Athole» 
brQse» mkI. dc^mrted in his coach and six^ 
Mcs^ Butler anew deliberated upon cooima- 
i^icating to her husband her sister's letter. 
But. fAkt was deterred by the recollection, 
that in doing so she would unveil to him 
the whole of a dreadful secret, of which^ 
perhaps, his public character might render 
him. aoTunfit depositary. Butler already had 
leksoflr to believe that Effie had eloped with 
that same Robertson who had been a lead« 
er in the Focteoiis mob, and who lay under 
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sentence of death fo^'tbcrrdfcter^ftt-JNA 
aldy: But he did not kno^ his ident^^r 
with Greorge Staunton.a man of tMrth dnd^ 
fortune, who had now 9ippBittntfy'Vei9QW^ 
med his natural rank in so^t€(ty. - J^aDie* 
bad respected Staunton's* ofwri 'CGiAiSmHd& 
as sacred, and upon reflection she consi- 
dered the letter of her sister as equally 'so, 
and resolved to mention the contents to no 
one. • - ''■> '-' II. 

On re-perusing the letter, she cotfM not 
help observing the staggering and unsatis* 
&ctory condition of those who have risen 
to distinction by undue paths, and the out* 
works and bulwarics of fioti^M and falsehood, 
by which they are under the uecessltyHif 
surrounding and defending their precarious 
advahtages. But she was not called upoo^ 
she thought, to unveil her sister's orfgnial. 
history — ^it would restore no rigbt to^any! 
oncj for she Was usurping noiie~^ would: 
only dlBstrc^ her happiness, and degrade 
Iier in jtHe public estimation. Had she 



been wiWi Je^pie tlK>ngbtjiie woql^ Jbaye 
chosen seclusion and privacy , in place of 
public life and gaiety; but the power of 
qboice might not be hers. The money shp 
thoipght coju)4 not be . returned without 
seeming hai^ty and unkind. She resolved, 
therefore, upon re-considering this point, to 
employ it as occasion; should serve, either 
in educating her . children better than her 
own m^ans could cQmpass,orfor their future 
portion* ^er sister had enough, was strong- 
ly bound to assist Jeanie by any means in 
her power, ai^fl, the arrangement was so na« 
tural and proper, that it ought not to be 
dftcjiped out of ^tidious or romantic deli- 
cacy. Jeame accordingly wrote to her sis- 
ter, ac]^.o;i¥iedgiog her letter, and request- 
ing to hear from her as often as she could. 
In entering into her own little details of 
x^vffi^ chjieAy respectii^ d^omestic afi^irs, 
i^e .expecji^ced a singular vacillation of 
ideas ; fqif sometimes she apologized for 
mentiqoing, things unworthy the notieeof 
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a lady of rank, and tlten recoltectedf ttait 
every thing which concerned her should bfe 
interesting to Effie. Her letter, under thfe 
cover of Mr Whiterose, she committed to 
the post-office at Glasgow, by the inteilreB- 
tion of a parishioner who had business sit 
that city. • 

The next week brought the Duke to 
Roseneath, and shortly afterwards be inti- 
mated his intention of sportmg in ibdk 
neighbourhood, and taking his bed at tb^ 
Manse, an honour which he had once (ft 
twice done to its inmates on former otca^ 
sions. 

£ffie proved to be perfectly right in^her 
anticipations. The Duke had hacrdly set 
himself down at Mrs Butter's right hand, 
an' taken upon himself the task of ca^viiig 
the excellent •• barn-door chucky,** which 
bad been selected a& tlie hig^ Ahh upcm 
this honourable occasioh, befbre he begah 
to speak of Lady Staunton of Williiighmh 
in Lincohidhire, and thi& great noise wkfch 
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her wit and beauty made in London. Fof 
inucfa c^ this Jeanie was, in some measare^ 
prepared — butEffie's wit! that would never 
have entered into her imagination, being 
ignorant how exactly raillery in the higher 
ranks resembles flippancy among their in* 
feriors. 

•« She has beeti the ruling belle — ^the 
blazing star — the universal toast of the win- 
ter," said the Duke ; ^ and is really the 
most beautiful creature that was seen at 
tourt upon the birth-day." 

The birth-day! and at court! — Jeanie 
was annihilated, remembering weH her own 
presentation, aU its extraordinary circum* 
stances, and particularly the cause of it^ 

'^ I mention this lady particularly to you, 
Mrs Butler," said the Diike, << because she 
has something in tiie sound of her voice, 
aad cast of her countenance, that reminded 
me jc^ you*-^not when you lotA so pale 
^ough-^yott have over fktigued yourselC— 
you must pledge me inr a glass irf'wine.'* ' 

She dtdso^ and Butler observed, <* It was 

9 
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dangerous flattery in his Grace to tell apoor 
minister's wife that she was like a court- 
beauty." 

. " Oho ! Mr Butler," said the Duke, •« I 
.find you are growing jealous j but it's ra- 
ther too late in the day, for you know how 
long I have admired your wife. But tse* 
riousljr, there is betwixt them one of those 
inexplicable likenesses which we see in: 
countenances, that do not otherwise- re- 
semble each other*" 

^* The perilous part of the compliment 
has flown ofi^" said Mr Butler. 
, His wi^» feeling the awkwardness of si* 
lence^ forced herself to say, ^^ That, per^* 
haps, the lady mi^ht be her countrywoman^ 
and the language might make some resem-^ 
i)lance«" ^ — 

, *^ Yqu are quite right," replied the Duke* 
f< She is a Scotch woman^ and speaks with 
a Scotch accent, and now and then « pro*- 
yincial word drops out so prettily, that it 
is quite Doric, Mr Butler." ' . . . . . 

'* I sboi}ld have thought," said the cier- 



kiihfer £^eat diy." ' « . • 

** Not at ail,'' ieplM the Duke } ** yotc 
■lust aopposeit is not. l^ <l)roiii (toarse 
Seatoh.that!ii''8|«lfe in tUe '€o4^$lftfe ^C 
Sdinbugk, w in^tHe tSoiltfibJ ^nuir^ikfy 
hts bem very little ift StiollAttd,' MHS'fact-- 
Sbe was edacated in a eonveni^rlii&v ^uta 
speaks that pare ooortiSoottA^^^hi^^'misi 
cdii— ifa in tny'ydangttr '4^efii''kHik II iihw 
generally disused now, that it Mh.li^'U!k!&k 
different dialect, entirely distinct from our 

Notwithstanding her anxiety, Jeanie 
txnddr not 'hi^p. '«l<iifihg' -wiifalki' faeirsdr, 
lmir-<aie>iiltib^- oon>e«t judg^* oJF^ fife 'i^ 
ttantiers tan ba itiipos^ on 1>y th6ir<oWfa 
^etton^eptidns, while ibt I^ufief^obMded' 
ii»isr « Sbeift^f'the liilfiMtuaatel'hotise of 
WiiiiMunk'l believe} Ibci beia^bredkbibinf; 
she had missed the opportunity of lefirhfi^. 
iMt own ft^gakt, and wbs- oMi^iM^to 'me 
ftr infiiriiiing h€r, ih&r tibttos^ 'Of the 



have seen how prettily she, hhnsbed.-.athcs 
o^yirB igr)CM:fl|ic^. AAf^t^lier.nobieAlidele- 
'gaqt jqaaggaeM* ibej;e.is fiA>v- and then tUU 
Vfi :ft)<$^ pf :^hfiil»tos. aad ;cdnvenuial 
xfifi^ci^}f^ifjjii»y!cd] it;s<v thatiki^JEeiS'hec 
q[uUji^.^nc]^BjU«g*o Yott.see, at. <M»ee the 
IQM jll^tilftiid .b}90fi»Bd nnfiuichtfd amid the 
«^pt»J^«c^it9.9f.tli«iClp^ter| Mr Butler.** 
oiJ^f^ |f)jt]^^kl^JHr;fiHt}^r.£uled-;BBt.ti» 

• • • 



/^ Ut flos in flg[ytiB fliecretas nascHof iMKlis/'^^.,; . 

^hi^ahU;jBif9r/C^ili>^y/|NlrsuapteLi^ 

^t^44t^ft.^ fifipliQO <]!{:<MeDean%< 
iti^^^y^qfifagSt^ a, jttdgf at the JDh^ 
9f:;4fiBif^f Jffl^^^ she i)f«il *Q<mwn«i5d 

3^e irule^^fio^^i^o. ibi; - the fMi^Wft fedU 
ings of the momentjiiby gaining fk the in* 
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teH^eHce she could y and therefore ven^ 
tured to inake some enqoiry about the hus^ 
band of the lady his Graoe ' admired so 
much. 

*' fie is very rich,* replied the Duke ; 
of ani ancient' family , and has good man- 
ners ; but he is far fh>m being such a fa- 
ttouriteas his ixrifet^-^hSdm^ people say he 
(^n be very jdeasant— I never saw him so ; 
but shcfaJd rather judge him reserved^ and 
gloomy and capricious. He uras very wild 
in hk youtht they say, and has bad health $ 
yet he is a young good-looking man enough 
«*--a great friend of your Lord High Coiir*^ 
missioner of this Kirk, Mr Butler.'' 
• *< Then he'is the iHend of a very worthy 
ahd honourable nobleman/' said Buden 

^* Does he admire his lady as much as 
other peo[de do i** said Jeanie, 'in a low 
voice. 

« Who— Sir George ? They say he is- 
very fond of her/* said the Duke ; «• but I 
observe she tremWes a little when he fixes 
his eye oti her^ and thai is ho good sign — 



Qitt it is strange how I am faaubted hj Ais 
t^sevobhnee of your'B to Lady Stauntoi^ 
ia look aod tone of v«»ce« Ooe wohM al- 
most swear you were sisters." 

Jeaoie'fl distress became uQControuIable, 
and beyond concealment. Hie Duke of 
Argyle was much disturbed, good-natured- 
ly: ascribing it to his having unwittingly 
recalled to her remembrance her fiimfly 
misfortunest He was too well-bred to at* 
H^mpt to apdk^e ; bttt hastened to cfaaoge 
1^ sul^ect, and arrange certain points of 
disputo which had <)ccurred betwixt Dun- 
can^ of Kddcfc and the minister^ acknow* 
ledging that bis worthy laubstitute was some- 
timea a little too obatinate, as well as too 
energetic, in his executive measures* 
. Mr Butler admitted his general ffleri<» i 
but said, << He would presume to apply to 
the worthy gentleman the words of ite 
fM)et to Marrucuius Attnius» 



Vm bdk uteris in joco atqae yukk'^ 



t i. ' » 



^N. 
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Tiie disoo«r«e being tho& turned on pa«» 
dsfa-budness^ notiiii^ further oecurred that 
can isterert the reader*. 
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CHAPTER XII. 



Upon my bead they placed a fruitless crowu^ 
And put a barren sceptre in my gripe, 
Tiienca to be wieBchM by an ooKm^ land, 

No 100 vf nine sueoeedwg. 

Macbeth 



After this period, bat under the most 
strict precautions against discovery, the 
sisters corresponded occasionally, excbaijb- 
ging letters about twice every year. Those 
of Lady Staunton spoke of her husband,'s 
health and spirits as being deplorably un- 
certain : her own seemed also to be sink- 
ing, and one of the topics on which she 
jmost frequently dwelt,^ was their want of 
family. Sir George Staunton, always vio- 
lent, had taken some aversion at the next 
heir, whom he suspected of having irrita* 
ted his friends against him during his ab* 






aeoce ; and he declared, he would bequeath 
Willingham and sil ite tande to a hospital, 
ere that fetch and carry telltale should in- 
herit an acre of it. 

. «< Had he but a chiid," said the unfortu* 
nate wife, *^ or had that luckli^ss infant sur- 
i^ved, it would. be* some motive for living 
and for exertiim^ 'But (jLeaven has denied 
us a Messing which we'have n<tt deserved*** 
. Such coniplaintd, in 'varied- fbrm,: but 
^rniag frequently on;the ssine topic^ fill- 
^ the letters which pasBed fitovii t(i'e.spa5i- 
daftbtit'melandioiy halts of WittiHighami td 
the qylet and happy parsonage at Knocks 
tarlitie. ' Tears meanwhile rotkd <)n kndd 
these fruitless reprnings. Jbbh Diike <^ 
Argyle and Greenwich died iii fSbe year 
IT4S,. universally lamented, bdfc by none 
jtnOre than by the Butlers^ to whom' hiK be- 
nevolence had been so distinguished. ; tie 
WES succeeded by bis brother Duke Archi- 
bald, with whom they bad not the same ih(- 
timady ; but who continued the prot^ctii>n 
which liia brother had exten4ed toivards 



than^ Tbis^ indeed^ fa^catne more neces- 
siaiy tb9ti ever ; for, aftcar the bteaking out 
aQ^ dupprelsaion of the rebditoa in 17M^ 
the peace of the country^ adjscent ta.tii^ 
JHighlaodfib y^M coDBiderably .disturbed,. 
Marauderp^ or/miSn that bad beeh driveA 
tot;ttet de»p»erate mode idf Ufe^. quartered 
tlieMielveft m thifi f astAesaes uearest to! the 
lAiidfmdl^ wlueb vi^ere kheit scene of [dun^ 
det ;, asd: there.is scarce a glen in the ro- 
lUtotid .amd fisow peaceable highlands o£ 
JPbrlhit iStirUog» tod*I>uihbartonshire, where 
fOfiQ or nK»6 did liot tAtnf ^^eir resk 
.dmee»* :;••••• : •^- ' '' ' • '' 

I ,; Tiheeprf ittj^pest of the parish of Knocktas^ 
j^tif^wa^a odrtbiu Donacl^adhu im Duuaighr, 
4>r, Bladk Diuttcan the Mischievous, ^om 
twe jiav;e already casually iha:iti(Hied. This 
^loiiv bad'been originally a tinkler or ecUrd, 
ifliany iof whom stroli^bout these districts ; 
JMit: mhtia ill police -mis < disorganized by 
4lie. eiirfl'.itar^ he threw up his' profbskion, 
MA)&om half tUef became whole robber $ 
4nd being feeneralljr at the head of three or 



fova active .young fellows, and he hiimelf 
artful^ bold, andnmeU Acquaia tod with thb 
paaaes^. hj& plied lus new pro^ssim wHh 
emolument to hiai$df» and infinite plague 
to the country* 

All were convinced that Dencan- df 
Knock could have put down bis namesake 
Ponacha any morning be had amiod; 
for .there were in tlie parish a set oi stout 
yoiing. men^ who bad joined Argyle's hiait* 
ner in the war under hu old friend, ^id 
bebaved very well, upon several ooeasiofiiiS* 
And as for their leader, as n^ one. doubt- 
ed his courage, it was generally supposed 

.ths^ Dmiacha bad found out the mode 

* 

of conciliating his favour, a thing not very 
uncommon in that age and e^usUary* ^Nm 
•was the more readily beli^vedy aa Bavid 
Deans's cattle (being th^ property *eS 'the 
Duke) were left untoncjiied, wbM tbe asim* 
ster's eows were carried off by tide thieves^ 
Another attempt was made ttf rettaw tile 
same act of rapine, and the cattle^w^ve in > 



I 

y 



the iKJt of being 4kiveii off^ vfaea Sutler, 
ln^ipg iM3 {>fofe«tkui (ttiie iit^a case of itiicli 

9f bis j^jeji^bour^aod fCBCiiad iherei^ia^ 
an expk>it at which Deana attended in pei> 
son .00 the occasioo, tiotirithstandiiig^ . las 
atf^mc dd ago, niiMiiiedron a HigiilaDd 
;P09(f^9 afid gplrdod with an old faccttds00id» 
Itkenmg bimsdf (for be fiated not to aifi» 
ga|0 the*whole meat^of the ^ipedkion) to 
Di|vid» the sbn^ Jesse, n^t n lie recovenA 
the spoil of Ziglag fwm^ the Amaldcital 
Itlia spirited rbfihavioiir had so iar a good 
eflect, that Donacba dhu na Duoajgb htgit 
bia distance for sosae tune to^onie ; and^ 
though his distant exploits were fraqunitirf 
^^6q (^, hotdid notfdcemse aaydej^eda* 
ftions in th^t^part <^ th$ oouatiy. iie Goa» 
4ilWiod to iowi^9 and to be heaid of ocea- 
akiiiaUy, witU t^ year 1741, .wheii« if t^e 
JpfiV, oC t^e second I>avid hadtfhxft^im in 
<^hMh» fiite rele^edhim from that ie8tnnnt» 
for • t^; venerable :pali^aKh: of Sfc.Leonaf dTs 
was that year gatbettd to bis fathers. 



D)|i»id Deans died fUl of years and 'of 
hMonr^r >He>isJiicfieTOd, fyrlhe exact time 
flf Iw kinhnB notloiownt to have lived dp- 
vanda #f ninefejr years j.forhe used to speak 
<£6vente, as iUfing und» fats own know- 
led^ which happened about the time of 
lipetfautfe p£AithivriiiBridg8» it was sistid 
tfaatvhei.ewsi boie atmsi there i for ottce, 
iriimadruidBen Jaeobiiie l^rd wished for 
a Bothwdl^-ftigg wfaigi, that <^ he taiight 
atDW the. higs oat ai bis head/' Da^^id in- 
ftmed him wttb^^ pectdiBr austerity of 
faomttnaneei that if be Uked t6 try such a 
pank^ tiMoe was one at his elbow ; and it 
M^oiredldiedafanfereaaQ o& Bbtier to pre- 
.stone the pfiace... 

. Hie exj^iyDsd tw die. arms of his beloved 
dbHighter» tJaaidc&I for all Mhe/ blessings 
wiifch: ProvideMe had^ witri»lifed i to Jbim 
iirhife.in this valley* of strife and**trial«^ 
and thankful akoribr^ the. trials he. had 
iieenr: jmited: with ; . hamrig: found . them, 
he' . sdrd»' ; nec^dfol to meiti^ thai . spiritual 
pride -atA tondd^ceijirit bi|i oifo gifts. 



■ my* ^dVQistsoneljF bestthmbl !Bftt^miyid 

; htt9l»aBd^ andrbarifiiinHff and tinvb ter ■£- 
fectibvite dMy Ad the puii! «dd 0U»-a%iit 
pttiebase' her kkigth «f- d|g^ Hevej.ai^iiapr 

. titioniJIoo iveft^ undwslood 1^- thaseinirbo 

knevhiafdiBilj dtccraistaoecS) be bescMgnt 

. .tfae:She|)heKl ^f aoiik, wMfe ptA$nAg Us 

itobk, not tb fbrget ilie^Kttl$ Qtaeitiittt'lMid 

stnejred-fiEpmthe i^d/.aiddkeveit'thdiriBi^t 

. b&ia 1^ toiidai«f1lid itnrenisg «ctfi««Miie 

pia^ed fi» life national MrwfieM, that 

peace n^i be in bn; laard saiik j^pfnty 

in her palaces— for the wdtee; of! tfew .In- 

: notirablBrlfiniae of 4t^te^ aadt#irtiMb|c(Mi- 

i, version of'Diibcanof Kilockdundtr.. :ih& 

i.itk this he was aiieht, being exhatiMeii, nor 

- -did he' again utter any thing <li«tioctly. He 

: vms heard incEeed to nmtter wneiliiag 

, aJwut: 'national deftcticmsi ^gto^Etiid «ic- 

; tr'effl^, ^xid left-hand fafiinga 9ff | taut; to 

Mav Hettlr ' observe* his head '^waa'ictr- 



lidkat tlM» tUiie : and it is prohable tfait 
tfarte-»CTprpiMiopa ooctirfed to faun ^oMrdjr 
oiil;QC^|iiiettillii^,.afid tbatbe died inthe 
fifl tpmt of diarii^ with all oiem About 
an* hour tftevwtrds he slept in the. Lord. , 
.NbtwithstaiidtBg her father's advanced 
age^ Uia death was a severe shodc to Mrs 
^BoAlertf : Much of her tiaie;had been dedi- 
cated to attendkig. to his health and. his* 
Y^isfaes»-aQd she felt as if part of her busi- 
nMaiallie.1vofld was ended, when the good' 
old man was no swre^ . His weaitfat which 
aatee neady to fifteen fanadred pooods, inu 
diapostfile ci^ital, served to raise the. for- 
tcMfs of the family at the Manse. How to 
dispose of this sum for fhe best advantage^ 
' <»f iiis-famify^, was tttatter oC aaxiousvcdnsi- 
jdaoatiM; to fitotkiw 

.' .^<< if we put it on heritable bond^ we will' 
maybe lose the interest; forthere'sthatbond 
mmt LooDsbeck's land, your father could 
aiiither get principal nor interest for it~ 
:.Ji we bfing it kito the fiandsy we. wil) may- 
be lose the principal and al]».as many did in 

5 
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Ibe Sbdthusei Mhftme; Tb6litde:iestate of 
'iGraigstarei is in the ]ntiicet*-«^it Imavifcb* 
in. two imles of the^MaM^ aod JKniyiiD si^ 
his Grace teis no thoi^t to bn^^iiv. Sot 
they ask £3^00, and they maj^ 'fiir : it in 
worth the money ;.a]id were. I tabonrow 
the balance, the cueditor might! call, it up 
•suddenly, oriin case of my daath my^iiuili* 
ly might be distressed.'' i \' -, . 

^< And so, if we had mair.^H^, wewgbt 
buy that bonnie pasture'^gf ound, wh4»ire;*the 
grass c<miea so early ?^ aakcd Jaiiiiie..i ^ >■ - 

f* Certainly, my dear; Md Kimiclala- 
der, who is a good judge^ ia^^stxcegiy advi- 
sing me to itr—To be^siire it ishisiii^hew 
that is selling it»'' .: ; 

. ** Aweely Beabeii,^ said Jeonie, If ^w 
maun just lode up a tettmScrifibmd^mffe 
did when ye wanted siUw befi>ae*«iguBt look 
up a text in the Bible.'' *viw. 

^* Ah J Jeanie," said Biirtler, hnphing Mid 
pressing lier hand at the aamertime, ^< die 
best people in these times captt <oaIy. wodc 
miracles onee." ...... 
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wiH see/' said Jeniie Mnposedly ; 

am3k 'going ta the closet in mlAch she kept 

l»tih{a»jjhUi 8ugar,.faer pots of jelly, ber 

nitis of the mpre^ordiDary medicines^ and 

which served her^ in sboit, as a uart of stor6* 

roiEKn^ she jangled viab and gallipots^ till, 

fiM»ii.out the daricest nook, well Banked by 

'a tctplerour of bottles »ki jars» which she 

was under the necessity of displacing, she 

.bfoiigbt a crackedbrowa cann, with a priece 

of leather tied .over the top* Its contents 

seemed to be written papers, thrust in dis- 

oidtr into this uncommon secretaire. But 
it 

from asoong these Jeanie brought ah old 
daqptedcBible, which had beenDavidDeans's 
companion in his earlier wanderings, and 
whidi he had given to hts daughter when 
tbe^feiliire of Ms eyes bad compellied him to 
use one of a laJgeis print This she gave 
to Butler, who had been looking at- ber 
iMQtiQra With some, surprise^ and desired 
him to stt wfaal>» that boak^ could da for 
hioK ^He opened the dasps, and to his 
. astonishment a parcel of £j(0 bankoiotes 
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tlropped tmt from beimxt the leaieeis^ inrfaere 
tbey had been aeparately lodged, and flat* 
feeeed upon tiie floor, «< I didna think to 
^^ae tauld you o^ my wealth, Reuben,'' said 
his wife^ smiling at his surprise, ^^ till on^ 
my death-bed, or maybe on some family 
pinch ; but it wad be better laid out on yon 
bonny gra^sholms, than lying useless hei^e 
in this auld pigg»" 

« How on earth- came ye by that sill^r,^ 
Jeanie ? — Why, here is more than a thou- 
4sand pounds,'' said Butl^, lifting up. apd 
counting the notes. 

<< If it were ten thousand, it^s a' honesdy 
come by," said Jeanie } ^^ and troth I ken- 
na how muckle there is o*t, but it's a' there 
that ever I got— And as fot how I came by 
it, Reubeta— it's weej come by, apd honest* 
}y, as I said before-** And it's mair folk's se- 
cret than mine, or ye wad hae kenned about 
it lang syne ; and as^ for ony thing else, I 
am not free to answer mair questions about 
it, and ye maun just ask me nane.,^ 

<* Answer me butone^" said Butler. ** Is 
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it 'all fireely and indisputably your ow^ 
property, to dispose of it as you think fit i 
-^I^ it possible no one has a claim in so 
large a sum except yoa 7*^ 
' ^< It tffM mine, free to dispose of it as I 
like," answered Jeanie : ^^ and I have dis- 
posed of it already, for now it is yours, 
Keuben-^You are Bible Butler now, as 
weel a9 your forbear, that my puir fallier 
had sic an ill wUl at Only if ye like, I 
wad wish Femie to get a gude share o't 
when we are gane/* 

'< Certainly, it shall be as you chuse«^ 
But who on earth ever pitched on such a 
hiding-place for temporal treasures ?'' 

" That is jiist ane o* my Auld-fashioned 
gates, as you ca' them, Reuben. I thought 
if Donacha Dhu was to make an outbreak 
upon us, the Bible was the last thing in 
the house he wad meddle wi' — but an' ony 
mair siller should drap in, as it is not un- 
likely, r shall e*en pay it ower to you, and 
ye may lay it out your ain way.** 

« And ^ I positively must not ask* yoii 
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how you have come by all tbis mooey 
said the cJergyroan.' 

'* Iruieed, Reuben, you itfu$t not ; for if 
you were Asking'190 very sair Iwad maybt 
tell you, a&d theu I-stm w^tq Itwould^do 
wrongs" ' 

« But tell me," said BAtlcr, « j$ it aiiy 
thing that diatresses ^ourown fiiind ?" 

^' There is baitfa weal and woe cQmt aye 
wil wa rid' s gear, Reuben ; but ,ye nKiun a&k 
me naethiog niair-*-This siller binds me to 
n^ething, and can never be speered bdck 
again;? ^ 

*« Surejy,"^ said. Mr Butler^ wlira he Wd 
again counted over the money, aa if to 
assure himself that, the iiotea:were* real,. 
** there was never man in^ the world had a 
wife like mine>*-a blessing, seems to follow 
her.** 

«< Never,**; said Jeanie, ". since the en- 
chanted princess in the bairns' fairy tale, 
that kamed gold nobles out 0' tfaetae; side 
of her haffit locks, and Dutch dollars out o' 
the tptber* But gang away now, mmit ter. 
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Vid gut by |h^ siller, anii diapa Jceep jthe 
notes wampisbiog in ypuf^Iiand that gate^ 
or X will- wish them in the brown pigg 
dg^in^fQi: f€K wc g^t a« black cast aboi^ 
theipo^-^Mre'/e o^^cr.neftr ,the bills in these 
times to be thought to hae siller in th^e 
boua^ ^Apdy^J^eiides, ye n^ia^ua gree wi* 
Knockdunder^ that has the selling o' the 
laodsi^ and, dinna you be simple and let 
bim.ken o' this windfa'» but keep him to 
the xj^f$ lowest lienny, as if ye had tobor* 
rpw siller to make the price up."* 

In the last admonition Jeanie showed 
distinctly, that, although she did not un- 
derstand how to secure the money which 
c^ne into her hands otherwise than by^ 
saving and hoarding it, yet she had some 
part of her father David's shrewdness, even 
upon worldly subjects. And Reuben But-^ 
1^ was a prudent man, and went and did 
even as his wife bad advised him» 

The news quickly went abroad into the 
parish that the minister had bought Craig* 
sture i and some wished him joy, and some 



86» 



TAUW 4m Kt umaunoh- 



^* were sorry it had gane out of the mM 
name.'' However, bis clericat brethren on- 
^erstanding that he was under the necessr* 
ty of going to !&}mburgh about the eiu 
suing Whitsuiiday, to get together David 
Deatts's cash to make up the purchase-mo- 
ney of his new acquisition, took the oppor- 
tunity to name him their delegate to the 
General Assembly, or Convocation of the 
Scottish'Church, which takes place usually 
in the latter end of the month of May* 
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. CHAPTER XIII. 

• % . \ 

But who is this ? what thing (^ sea or land*'-* 
j^emale of sex it seems— 
^Tbat so bedecked, briiatej and gay, 
tiiia.w|i^ iailiiig t 
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Not long after the incident of the Bible 
and the bank-notes. Fortune ^o.wed tlxat 
she could, ^urpriae. Mrs Butler, a?^ well as 
her huaband. The minister, m« order to 
accompli^ ^he. yario^s^ pieces of jbusinessp 
whichhis iin wonted yi$it to Edinburgh xen.«. 
dered necessary, had b^en ifuder tj^e neces* 
sity of setting but from home fn the latter 
^d of the month of February^ concluding 
justly> that^he would find the ^paoe betwixt 
his depvtijixe aad the term of Whitsunday^ 
(24th May)^^hQrt enough .for the^purpfscL 
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of bringing forward those various debtors 
of old David Deans, out of whose purses a 
considerable part of , the prioe of his new 
purchase was to be made good. 

Jeanie was thus in the unwonted situa- 
tion of inhabiting a lonely liouse, and she 
felt yet more solitary from the death of the 
good old man, who used to divide her cares 
with her husband. Her children were her 
principal resource^ and to them she paid 
constant attention^ 

It happened, a day or two after Butler^s 
departure, diaiywlfiile she was engaged in 
s6me domestic duties, she heard a dispute 
arhong'the yobng folks, which, being main- 
tained with obstinacy, appeared to call for 
her interference. -All came to their natu- 
nil umpire with their complaints. Femle, 
not yet ten years old, charged Davie and 
Reubie with an attempt to take away her 
book by force; and David and Reuben 
replied, the elder, ^* That it was not a 
book for Femie to read/* and Reaben, 
^t^at it^was atioiit a bad womiih.*^' 
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'*^ Where did ye get the book, ye lit- 
tle hempieT' said Mrs Butler. <^'*How 
dare ye touch piqpa's books when he is 
away?*' 

'^But the iittlie lady, holding fast a sheet 
of crumpled paper, declared, <* It was nane 
6* papa's books, and May Hettly had ta- 
ken it off the muckle cheese which came 
from Inverara;'' for, as was very natural 
to4u|)p9tera friendjyintercourse,' within^ 
tefcbange* of 'mutual civilides^ was kept 
up' from time to time between Mrs Dolly 
Dutton, now Mrs MacGorkindidej and her 
former friends. 

beanie to6k the subject of bootention 
out of the child's hand, to satisfy^ersielf of 
the propriety of >her studies } but bow much 
was she struck when she wad upon the 
title rof the broadside sheet, ^* The dliast 
Soeechi 'Confession^ uid ^Dying Werds of 
MavgarQt >MacCraw, or Murdockson, ex- 
ecuted'oil^Harabee-bil), nets Carlisle, the 
— day of -^ — 1.757." It was, indeed, one 
of those papers which Archibald had brogbt 
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at Lc^gtixwoy when he tiimiopoUzed the 
pedlar'e stock* whioh Dolly had thrast into 
li^r trunk out of sheer ecipnbai^*' One Mdr 
two copies, it seems, had remained in*'her 
i:i^[>p8itories at Invemr^, till di0icbaiicbd4o 
n^ed. them in packing a, chmp^ w^ieiiy as 
a yery. superior productMo, was sentt^ip^e 
wjjfof civili&aUenge) ta the daiir^atKaock* 

•f.Tbcitit}e ofitbnpaper^soisiraQgfly #itieli 
ilkto the very. hiEihd9 fiaoift . ^whiob, - 1^ wiH^ ' 
m6«ttt reif^ee^ to h^rdbeUags^ 4t 4i0d>bee|i 
90 Jboftg 4^t9inAii^<j<vaa iof itl^lf si^oMitly 
startling} but the narrative itself was^a*ln« 
terestiflgi. th^ JoaQte^jdbakltig i)ets^4oo6e 
fi-i^mikhe chjttdtti)^ra|iflfil9taii^!to<her'05^ 
sapMXtmetAf and ^bolted the daori 404)611086 
it tritJboui ibtenmption.. i y. .i: 
. Tbe,narrtttivB> whtch appeared to >ha^ 
boen dfawi^uji^ or al Isast cofretetiidi^' % 
the. qjbi^aito] w&a.attjsnded tins utihalfjr 
wooi^n, statidthe grime for which she- sot 
&red,to faaTe.been ^ her actiye parti)| ibfrt- 
itircMaoiis xoUbnry anl aaurderr ^Otubitled 



Bear two yeuh fciiiee near Hakwliutf^': fefe 
mbkh -the Aotpriom Frtok Utmit ^m^&m^ 
nkfed for trial at Lancaster* aasiiKs. ItwM 
supposed iht evidence -af the, iocdn^ioe^ 
Thbtama Tudc^ coauwAly caUed - Tjbum 
TiM» iipoai K^icb <ibe woteao haid been eomw 
vidbtdf wonld weigb equally heavy againae 
him { although many were inclhied tirthmk 
it was Tuck himsbtf who had stmek the A* 
tal blow,. accoidhig to the'dying aftateiii«i# 
of 11^ Mttfdockaon/' 

After a cututnstaMial account <€ the 
crine fiir which Ae sufiered, thew wma a^ 
brief Adck of Margaret's fife# It wis 
stated^ that she was a SoobdiWMiaB by 
bi»di# and siatried s soldter in the Oune^ 
ronian i[egilkien!b<-^Aat idie bng foHowed 
thie camp^ and had doublbss aequhred in 
Mdaof batdei and simflar^oenet, that fero« 
c^ and love of phnlder ferwhicfa idie had 
been afkfrwands* diatiiigQisfaed«<^tfaat her 
iHisbandt having ofatamcid his diseh«i|(ei 
became aervant to a beneficed* olbrgymm 
of higii ritnition and efasbraeter^in 

vql.it. If 



9tt^ ^ TAUBS OR MT biHOLORD. 



shArc^oaDfl'tfafiltfihe acquired the confidmoe 
and Mfeeem ^of tSiate factioarable &mi)y; Sbt 
lw4 lost this nsaliy years after het hkas. 
bnid^^deathy it was stated, m cbosequ^nce 
«£ ccmhiiiiig at /the iiregulaiities of h^ 
dau^btec-^tith the heir oS the fimaly, addejl 
to t^-s^pkaoti8 eireiHiiataiifaes atteiidSsg 
the:bioth o£ a child, whieh was strongly 
sospedtod' to have met vntth foul play, in or« 
dflBitaftfeserve^ if possible, theipjcVs repu- 
tation. After .this» sHe had led o^^ waofieriiig 
Mfb both in £ttg)aiid and Scotland, under 
itohmr sometimes of telliag fbrtanes, some^ 
times jof driving a tmde in smugged wares^ 
bjEit, IB £ict, rdoeiviag atplen go6dS| atid^ooii 
cassflifaally actiireiy jotnng in the exploM 
ly rntCtdi ;tiM^ werfr obtained*^ Many of 
kitrlerunes^heliad boaitod of after convie* 
tioo^ and .there wasoae eirciimstance jGnt 
trhlchi'shi6 stened tofedkuimiartilre of jdjf 
«nd iwdinichafi Mcqmpqiictioo^ ^' When she 
^asi f Raiding ; iki SAe ' suburbs of E^bofgh 
iuiwgp die i^receding summer, a ghd, who 
hatl/bd^.4^iiiieedr. by :one 4>f iicari<^M)|tde- 



fitters was eflitMted to her cfiai^ge, and' iii 
her bouse ddfiwed tff'u mate infant Her 
daughter, whose fhihd was m a state of de<* 
hingement ever sinde sK^ bad (ost her own 
cfaitd, accwdiog tb tiie crrmindPs account^ 
carried off die ^loor girl's infant, ^kitig it 
for 'her own, of the reality of whose death 
fihe at limes could not be persuaded. > 
* Mai^gwet 'Murdocksoh stated, that ^e; 
file some lime, bdieveA her daughter had 
actijAli^rdei^tiioyed the infant in her mad fits, 
and that irtie gave the father to understand 
80; 'but afterwards learned tiiat a female 
itrdHar had got it from iren She showed 
somie eomp unction at ha;ving sepotrated mos- 
tfier and child, especially as the mother had 
jaeatly/suffi^red dieatbV being cdndemned, on 
the Sebtch ftiw, for' the supposed mu^er 
tf het infant When tt was asked what 
^ssiMe interest she could have had in ex- 
posing the unfortnnsite gi^l to suffer for a 
crime she had not committed, she asked, 
if they thought fthe Was going to put her 
eff^n daughter into trouble to save another? 
ehe did not know ^at the Scotch law would 



bavedove to ji^r for cvt^jng di6cli94ai^ 
Tbis wmm mm ky no mums, 9^isfa(itoiy 
ta th^ M^gyinan^ ^d be di&covered« bf 
oloflie lemiMitU^t that ahe had a deep j^nd 
reveogeful hatred against this young^pemoiy 
!idbom ahe JMd thu$ ikgncedt But tbe.psqpcf 
intinatedf thatt whatever besides ahe had 
oommiinksated upon this subject, 3Ka$ cp|]u 
Mad bjfher in private to the worthy, and 
ttveresd Aroh«0eacon who had bestowed 
audi particular pains in alSirdiBg her ffi^^ 
fttsal Asaistaiiee. The broadside went on to 
sntimate, that after her eiecution, of which 
the particalars w^re given, her daughter^ 
the insane peraon . mention^ mom tbaa 
once^ and wbo was genendly kndwn by the 
name of Madge Wiidfire^ had been very iH 
naed by the popidaocy under the faeti^tliat 
ahe waa a sorceressy and an aooamjdice ik 
lier niotber'aciSmesi and had been wiA di£- 
£culty rescued by the furompt interfereiice 
of the police* . 

Such (for we omitnioisal r^eation v atnd 
all ti^t may seem iinaeceapary tii thev^iy^a* 
nation of our story,) traa the tenor of the 



broadside* Tb Mm Butler It* oMtaiMd'fiBk 

iell^iide of tiieliighett ia^rtiMe, tince 
it aeemed to ftflbrdHie matt unequivocal 
proof dThef^isker's imiocenee retpaetiDgtbo 
tcrime for wfaiefat she had so netrly sirffamL 
Itts trae, neither she nor her ImAMidt* mm 
'ifeven'faer father, had ever believed ber ca- 
jiafald of toiiehing her ittftnt with a» imkiwi 
handirhen in {Kjssessibn of her reason ^ tet 
there was a darkness loa the Bubfect, and 
what mi^ havie happened in a moMent of 
msanftjr was dreadful ta fhitk upon. Be- 
sides, whatever was their own conviotion, 
' they* Imd no means of estaUisbing Eflieli 
fiinocence to thie world, whicb, :acoordiog 
"to the tenor of this fogitive pablication^ 
'^was now at length complete^ manifested 
''by t^e dying coi^teion of the person dotiy 
^ Interested in cottcealingat 
'- Afber thanking God for a discovery so 
** dear to her feelings, Mrs Butler began to 
conskler what use she should make of it 
'7o hUve shown It to ber hnsband wouM 
have betohe^ first kbpulse, but, bcUdes 
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tint, be mm gA»iibi8rani'1ioi(iey ^Mid A/t 
flMktei: tflfr .d^ictttB io be the •mAgod «i 
tMrespoodtnce by Jio ^hlAiier£dl; pOMro* 
AMD* Uf9.'Biiiieffirao9ttiMteA' ifel^ lie fril 
not poaae«acd>of*ilbe iafiaraialkiii' aeeevaiji 

tliat, adberis^ tcr/tiim rule whfek die fcacl 
OMsidcred as moat advisable^ tbe^badikert 
tno^nufttbe infofmatfofi imiQaiiatrij.io bcr 
sifller, and leMre :ber ta adjust ewkh het 
kiabaai iha rmode in wMehi tfaey afaodd 
amil AcmBtkteki af it. . Atoosdinf^y she 
d^atclttd a Bpeaial.' messoogar to |Bii»f 
gow» with a padDet^JBdbsJiig^ithfefioiift^ 
sion Af Margaret MticdodiBoii» addtesaed^ 
m ttsiiftl« uad^ricMxwr^ to Mr jWhiteoose 4^ 
Skuk* Slie expected, • wit)) aexietf^asi aa^ 

awer* haft Jiaiie atmved^ the osunLcdisiBe 

. < • ■ 

of post, and sbe.vraa!left to hDagtue-.how 
aiiaay yarious eaases . jnight . account ibr 
irady StauDtott's ^aiience* Shie fargan to. be 
half .sorry ; that. she. had jpaitedr withr .tins 
l^nted. paper* boih for fear of^Jts^bsivijD^ 
jfaUfifft into ba4 haods, and femmtlut desaie 



4ii regftkiiog llie i|oeutneiit> whicb might 
be easentitl to etUbliab hiur siiter's^ iB»o^ 
oeaoe. She mw ev^m /dattbtiog. wbeth^v 
Ae h«d net tetter -coninii: the whole, i^el- 
ter to her husbaiKi's coiisideratioii, wb^ 
ether incidetDfts oocwrred to divert her ppr- 
po9e» 

Jeanie (die is a farourite, and we bfg, 
ber pardon for <till umg the familiar tide) 
bad walked down to the aea-side with ?har 
ehiidren one morning after breakfast, wheo 
the boyst whose sight was osore discrimi^ 
Bating than her% excUimed* that <^ the 
Captain's coaoh and six was oeming right 
£^T. the shore, with ladks in iW* Jeanie jiw 
stinetively bent her eyes on the approaci)# 
ing boat, and became soon sensible th^ 
there were two females in the stern, seatefl 
beside the gracious Duncan, who acted as 
pilot It was a point of politeness tawalk 
towards the landing-place, in order to r^* 
ceive them, especially as she saw that tbe 
Captain of Knockdumler * was upon ho* 
nour and ceremony. His ptpei was in^the 



^7s ■'■ tAiMWuthM»£(Mii' 

%o# of the bo^t, setadfng: ft>itll misk^ of 

lvfil6h of)6 hatf* Mwilidtd tiie better tl»tt 

ille other was drovrned by Hhe ^'aves «Bd 

-tiiebreeze. Moreover; he h1ins«}^ Itadii^ 

<tHr%&dter wig newly ftize^, his bonnet (he 

-Iftd abjured the cocked hat) decorated w^ 

Saint George's red cross, hisanifbrra ihounik 

^■as'a captain of tollRia* the Buk&^^^g 

>kh the boar^ head'diSpRiy^^—alMtflitok. 

■%^a parade and gala; ^ ' .*'' ' * 

^'"''As Mrs Butter appr6ached Ihe Htn^a^ 

iflkie, she observed the OaptiMn-titfml 'tWfe 

ladies aiShore with marku of gr^it''Slt^ 

-^idii, and the party advanced toward^ -heii^ 

^(He Captain a few steps befort the two 1»- 

•flfes, of whom the taKer and elder lean^^d oh 

^^ shoulder of the other, who sieified 16 

be an attendant or servant. • -^ J» 

• '■ As they met, Duncan, in his l)est, most 

important, and deepest tohe df Hfghlanll 

^civility, *' pegged leave to introduce to Mi% 

I*ntler, Lady— eh— eh — I hae forgotten 

*ybur leddyship's name.** ' 

** Never mind my name, sir," said the 



Inijr; « I trust Ms Butler \nll be at w> 
Utn. Tht Diik«^8 led^ttV— *Aiid» 'm «he 
: eibscarved lln Butl^ loaic coofoMd, she 
0^ i^iiiBk to DttDOM, KMietbk^ sharpfy^, 
««Did you Mt scad- the letter last ii%bl. 

: . <^ In tf0t& attd I cBilBa, mad I crave yoitr 
le^dysMp^s pirdoQ} bat you see, taitiinH 
i tiioiight H woiM do M weel to-tiy, pe- 
cause Mrs Putler is iierer taen outo' akmIs 
--*iiever~aiid Uie coach was oat jbhisg— 
and tbe ^ was gMa to OteeiMbk fiN? a cag 
tof |rfaady-^iidi«^--'TFttthnerir.htt 
letter*'' 

^ Give it me, stir,'' said tfi^e tady, tafeirig it 
out of bit hand y^ skiee you have not fcrond 
iKJottvenieiit tb Ih^BdV the fitvour to send 
k before me, I "will daKver it myseif.^ 

Mrs Batler looked iritb great attetilton; 
and a certain dubious feeUng of debp mie- 
roM on the fttdy^ wbo^ ^s ekpteised herr 
ifdf^ wjkb B&thoinnSf over lihe matt ^t ^uthti^ 
rity, aodtQwhote mafiddtes be s^^med to 



Ktdy formed. Her manner was easjr, -^4gf 
fiifiad, aiKl ! ctamioaK^f ,: Md riiM«tc^ to 

(prey beitvet iMit, aM « iiMiti'l>( .]^afiiil«rf 

laacM T^w ^aQtaBtK^ J9 fM^.J«Kenii^',irlio 
f «t •lit «C t]M iMTifcw «i«^ UAa^ ^ ^m¥llk 

her suite. .,'Hi : 

** Af 7<m 4t4 90t xte^ 4^ ^i|«r«j Ma- 
dan^, ^hifih aboHAd buife «effiiril<f<»C<n9r)iRr 

tiiat-~l4irs Putler* Ibta is i4idy««X«d^-r. 
these tamn'd Southern names rin out o* 



put, I hA|i«ve.9l»o h » Sf ot|i^ ^wpiiiai) fvi^ 

IfWyiW^ is ^ the tKwias of " 

. f < Xba- Dvik^ o£ Afgyh knafu »; fiii»ilj( 
imrjr weU^: sir»'' said the la^, ia a ,Um» 

fi^^Sltftfl^ ^enK«^ tOrsUlMI^ I>UQ«|U|« 

oi^atjay.fal^.wbich.bad tb^t ^Gb^t cw^ 

Ttef e was sopetbiafl^abottt the ^ol^ of 
this 4jb«i^(9C'Si aidiicQSflk and Mine m^I 9im# 
|M»V wiiMdi'a«t«l iif«iiJ^a9ii&'^ foeUf^M^f 
!])&,; Mlttsiooa of a ^eain» tbat.teafie m 
wi^b a puzzling apprx)acb to reality ^ Socr^ 
tbiAg thtra was of bar siiti^r iii the gait ^od 
ttwiiptr oC |)ie str^ng^^ as well as ia.the 
iOWid.^ fae^ voifi«» an4 soii»etbi];^.,alM^ 
wbeii» liftaiv h«r veili.^be shi^wed fi^m«^ 
to whiQb> !cbai^€4 as tbey !were ia expras^ 
stOD and coioplexioii, she could ngftk batata 
tacb fiaaoy remembraoces^ 

Tbe simiigier was tuned of tbvtjr qeftain- 
ly ;. but so well were ber personal cb^iuB^*)- 



ttem ofortiattieBtf ^Airi; the migiit weliiuKVOf 

viour wail so steady aHA so oomposed^^tlMit 
as ofteaas Mrs Butler Mrcekred anfew sctea^ 
poibt of nsemMjUtee to h» uofeifatiate 
siister, so often the sustamefl silft itowa n ^l^ 
mA absolute eompoaure of the ttmnger ds* 
stroyed the ideas which began to arise^v 
her ittiagiMiUni Ale led the way s9afitiy 
towaitb-Hie Mm»t^ iJosk-m^ a eonfiisiMi «f 
reieMkinsi atd tnisiiiig «^ lottariidMi.. 
wUek ribs was to be there entnistetf, wdiil#: 
albcd hersatifi&ctory es|iktiati<H» i^^mhtik^ 
waa arBMSfcpuie^i^^aiid embarmssiBg^sideQei ^ 

* The liily waiiilaiiifd ni ihe meanwhilft^ 
tile BMWMS of a staaBger «f raak. <Shii 
adtaiired the various pomtsof viewHke one 
wbo^has studted imtiir^ and^e b^% refve- 
seaAatkmsofare. At length shfr topft; ao.^ 
tipe of the cUldrefnv - 

«^fE%ese are two €ne young mouMflakiemi 
^u^Ybufs^madani^ r presume?^ ,v 



ilftitate i«plled'liillte tiiMntiv&' The 
atanmgeriitgfatdi ftiki'iiillflied'-oiKfe omm w 
tiitfjf*W«i« pr«sent(68'«» b«f'l^ iiikaie. 

« «!* lK>kl> /{MW head iip.'^ ; 
"^llVihst is your 'daiu|lil«r% udM^ tm- 

IKitler; • • ' • "' ■'.•.•■•.■•• 
'^ I thought the dr^ttary Ikbttflli «Dft'> 
trtetiott' 6r the ihiitte 'had' been Hie,'' tc 
pi^tiic* sfatenger in s tone tuAkli mmt «» 
J^tole^ he«%} fbr iii'^iM risgl*' HKwi 
tHiifi^was ikote ofbier illier— «iore of Jb»^ 
<3n«i$'idea»-<4han itt att 1^ retnioteniMVi' 
Vrhich her own hedHr IM<aiitiaiiittedj or 
the feitortit aiftd flattntr of ' the ntnagtr 
^sa Suggested. . ;; 

- ^IVtten they reached'the illHHe,~tii»iai]r 
gave Mn Bfeftler the letter whkii the'lHKt 
taken out of the bands c<^ Knotkdaridet f 
&od as ^e ^^e^ it she preiiediber hradk 
adding aloud, **> Perhaps, loadaimv yaa mA 
have- the goodness to g^ me a litkLe miBc^*^ 

T 



Mr»r a wl icr :i^ilMf«Pi ^: dq^fi^lig to 
Miy ^H«lil^«pkltf : fiiikrid d»^.aiifi|!il>uof 
the 8traii^;«rs' ynmf^ Btie'li^itenfd iatp.bw 

l^pe was addreised in t^^^uk^ td Aaggify 
htUidyi mA rfMmqfHnif i:A<fa ItotlfasSt fittra« 
tions and civility to a lad j of tmk, aufjarlt* 

tvn c(f .Wlllingfaiaiai f whor bii^^ mmwmji^i^ 

1w»//to :imftoi» «h4» :L04ge at Roacprath 
wklk iher . Mittd«y»c€b whUe ^h^j; Imsbapid 
flMde i^^rilMtrtoiMr ip S^otJaQKlft^ Bttii:wjttu 
n» tiM.-a^tnftqpters whicb bad, been given 

ta Lacfy Taunton wil»ik|^ W^^-i»ttm 
from that lady, intended t# pr^paw -ber 

viM^efor imirtilPg hqrt afid wi^ofa,^ bu^vfor 

llMi G^ptaMsi'd iie|^g6nc6« sbe o^gbt; to bave 

(wtitve&'WiiJiitt preceding eyeqiifgr. : I^ 

jitaited '^t Ihe^ aewa io .^fyue'a laH letter J 

hfld:beieQ ao interesting to her hudliaiid^ 

tbatbe.imftdetenaiaed taeoq^e fkrlber 
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iM-hiid bttft in i nror T ioiy nif HHUfifffu ti sbe 
bad 1i9» tiiiS iMMt,^a«|t'filiti«Mi(ie»«xM^iiad 
li44er.tbM.Giktt(|we4.hMpi<<n^ nndbNr 

oUo» to spend a w^k»'<H^ ^iipirilb l>«r.'«Mh 
ia^ q^ )»> beri»e(|§MinHtfbfft4« mrUUi Ife was 

t^pi^WM^ A^'bec very. xmiff^ itO MHQcii to 
.Mer reading and agwn rtmliiigiiJtmMMtn 

j^j|lyM«fi huf/M^'Jofm Stain* ilividwl 
tatw4^t„t^(| ftaf .^fflMtiajeiing^htf seonei^ 
fia]^.the,dw4« .ta' tM«w l^rwU- uppit bftf 

Mstoff^ netiic.. £ffie re^seiireil. ber witb.ia 

and immediatfAj)c,proq«ed9cl:lQ.(!pc»k, . 
.« I faave. beeii teUiag Hr;-: — :« Captain 
this, 0^Ue.mani Mrs Sutler, t^nt if 



tit tMM*muthm»um^f 

you could ftccomiMdiiie tm nMh $%4^pntt. 
ttent in yftur hMMi and n^flbce' fiir JBIH^ 
to sleepi md ftr4he tire nMy^tt^Woiild Mit 
me better then ^ Lodge, ivhich fais.Gfaice 
bee ebtkin^ {dbeed et wBf ditpbeeL I am 
edirised I sheoM sende ee^iiMr wlMie tki# 
HOQta feed tefMfWe»'^ 
' «< I hme peett aMuriog mjr. Ledyv Mre 
Poaec^'^ seid EhitiOtta, «« tlmt thoi^ it 
<0bitld net dkcomtMdt yott tb reeeive e»y 
of his Graeme TiiiMiiB of niitoe, yet shie had 
Iftbodi petter etey et^itei Lodge } and for 
ikt gaita, the enatitfea coa be ftrtMdbed 
IheK^ in^ respect it is mair fitting they sold 
eraat upon heir Leddydtfp^ thin she opoft 
dielikeof^lftiettk'^' 

i ^ By «o meina derange the goatr Ar 
me/' said Lady Staunton | ^ I ain dertaiili 
tlie asiik moat be nnieh better heres.'^ And 
tfajs she said ^tii keguid negUgeiiee, aa 
dpe wbeae slightest inlimatioift of btaMM* 
is to bear down all a«guiiieilt« 
i MraButlcrhaateMdtoititimate^i^at'heir 
IkMise^ slieh a^ it mtia, was heartily at the; 
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dispMat Bf UiOy StaitaiMii $ but the Cap^ 
ttiift cotitiim^ to remomtmte. 

'^^ The Dtfter lie nid, << tea i»ritt6ir*— ^ 
' "^ i^«ill setlTe air that with^hiiBr Qnee''-^ 

«< And theM w«r« tli6 tMDga had baM 
Aift do%n fhie Ohiflco'*-^ 

^^ Any thing necesMTf mig^t be aeM 
over to the I^AdHafga—^^ WDtfld'beg the 
ftvoiir of If lr!$ Butler to ibew her an afiart^ 
iaetity arid' oi the Captain to haTe her 
trucks, &e» sent over fVom Roseneath/' 
' So «he ciumied off poor Dneean, whe 
d^dfted; ^ying in his^ ieeret soul^ ^ Cot 
tamn her £ngh'sh ini{ludenee l<-^he takee 
^ssessioh of the minister^ house as ah it 
were her ain — and speaks to rtventleidens 
^*iP they were pounden servants, an pe 
tainii*d' to her !--&-And th^e^s the deer tiiat 
ii^a# ^ot too— ^but we wXl sefid it ower 00 
the Mainse, whiHt will pe pute9vt4» seeing 
1 Kae pf ought worthy Mrs Fuller sic a 
fliskmahoy*^-— 'And ^vfith theie kind kiten- 
tSdni^, he went to the.irikcH^ ta give his (hw 
ders accordingly. 
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ters was as aHEtOiiofiate ta i|t sww-estcaor^ 

way prc^ to her cttarncten.* JlWiie ^mui 
MflWfih {>vMQ9iiaailiy «^^^ crMmby 
awe, that her ftelisq;^ w«!0 deep^ 4i«nfip& 
AMt aluiaBt ^eDpopermg. Bffie^ on die 
tMh^ lia»d> wiqpMAttgto^f mMbedt aeraMi^ 
edf a&d ebffed tier haad« ftr ji>;» ali io the 
apace of five miimtesi g^^ng ,way at cnoe^ 
and without it^s^vei ta a natural exMsaive 
ni^cUir of temper^ whtch no one, however, 
knei^ better how. to rartran under the rules 
i;^ aflti^iaL-lKreedhig. 

Aft^ an hour had pnased like a moment 
la Ifaair ^vpressic^pa x>f mutual a£fectioiit 
I^ady Staimloa otiserved the Captan walk* 
tpgiWifefa ifnpati^Qt i|tfpabel0w die.^udpw. 
H That tsreaonie iitghlaiid fixil has return- 
ed upon one hasids^'^ abe aaid^ ^ I wffi 
pray him to^ grace us with hit absence." 
, V H#ui noi bout aoT said Mm Sutler, 
kr a tone of eiM;re*ty ; ^< yemanaai affimut 
the Captain." 
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f^ Afftoatr mai Lady SteinptM $ <'.ttO* 
bodf ds-ever affiiofited at what I do orsay^ 
my dear. However^ I di&M caditre him^ 
ah»e jydiDtiUBkut propen** • 
* <FheCa(ttaia^ai acconitngly graciooilf 
requested by Lady Staunton to rematii 
flhvkig dnocr. Dmring this visit Iris stu- 
diooB and puMtiliouseocnplaiBanoe towards 
tHe lady^of nank was happUy xroatrasted by 
tbe* cMttlier air of civil fiuniliarity in which 
be indulged towards the minister's wife. * 
; f ^' I have: not been able to persuade Mrs 
Itetler^'' said Lady Staunton to the Captain^ 
during the . interval when Jeanie bad left 
the parlour, << to let me talk of making any 
i^compeoce for stormiDg her house, and 
gairisomiig it ia the uray I have doae.^* 

'.^ Dcaabtkasyf matfiini" said the Oqptaint 
^ it wad iU:pecome Mra Potler, wha:is a 
xety decent pody, to make any snok sharge 
to a lady who comes from my house, oc 
btsGrace'Sii which is the same ithing«**^iid, 
speakxng^ of.garrisoosi in* the year, forty* 
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five, I was poot with a garri^n of t#eMy 
of my lads' in the house of Inver^Grat^, 
whilk had seair heed unhapfnly for^— - 

' *• I beg your pardon, sir-^But I wish % 
eduld think of ^me way of indemnifying 
this good lady." 

. <* 0> no need of jntemnifyiog at all«— »> 
trouble for her, nothing at all — So, peing itt 
the house of Inver-GaFry, and the people 
abbot it' beiing uncanoy^ 1 doubted the 
warst, and'*-— 

^^ Do you happen to. know, sir/'. said 
Lady S^taunton^ ** if any of these Mo laddi 
these young Butlers, I mean, sho^jv an^ . 
turn for the army ,?'* 

** Could not say, indeed, my leddy,* re- 
plied Knockdundef— /^ So, I knowinjg the 
people to be uiichaincy^ and not to lippen 
to, and hearing a pibroch in the wood, I * 
pegan to pid my lads look to their flinli^ 
and then"— 

/ " For,*' said Lady Staunton, with Tftie 
most rtithless disregard to the narrative ^ 
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which she niangl^d by these interruptii^il^ 
^^ if that should be the case, it should cost 
Sir Geoi^^ byt the asking 9 pair of coloivf 
for one. of them .at the War-oi6ce» since we 
hftve always ^pported government, and ne* 
ver had occasion to. trouble ministers." 

*• And if you please^ my leddy/* said 
DUnoaDy who begau to fit^d spnpie savour in 
this proposal, << as I hae ahr^w wQel g];owa 
lad of a neyoy, ca!d Duncan MacGilligaOf 
that is as pig as paith the Futler piims 
ptttteo thegetheri $ir George could a^k a 
pair for him at .the Sf^mie. time^ ai\d it. wa4 
pe put ae asking fi>r aV* 

l4idy Stamdton only answered thi^ hipt 
with a, well-bred stare^ which guve.no aort 
pf eacauragementi 

Jeanify.who now returped» was l<>st 19 
amazement at the wonderful di^ence be^ 
twixt the hielpjess and despairing girl, whom 
she had seen stretched on a flock-bed in a 
dHPge<n^e;^ppCtiilgayiolaiitand di^grace&l 
death, and last as a forlorn ^xilq upon th^ 
midnight beachi with the elegant, wtiUbved, 



teftdtiflil woinMfi b6f^re hir.'ThtUbMtbi 
iiow that her sidtef's veil was Itfid aside, dM 
not appear so extremely dMfereot, a& the 
whole maimer, expreasicAi, look, and beaiu 
itig. In outside shoWi iJady Staunton seem- 
ed completely a creature too soft and fair 
for sorrow to havd touched $ so ^miicb 'ac- 
customed to have aU* her whims cMnplied 
with by those arotatidher, that she seemed 
to expettr she irtiould ev^n be fita^ed the 
trouble of fbrmbg <^m ; and so totally 
nnaciqua^ted with cMtrtfdictiOny thnt she 
did not eten ose lite tone of sd^wiit, sinife 
to breathe a wish wite'fo 'have it' fulfilled^ 
8be made* no ceremony of ridding hierwlf of 
Dontetfn so soon as tlie evening a^prostriv- 
ed ; but complimented hiin out of tile liknise 
under pretext of fal^e, with tbi^ utmost 
noH-ehalanee. 

-When they were alone, her sister ooiM 
not help expressing' her wonder tit tbe sdif- 
possession witb which Lady SttmMOti 'tMb^ 
'tained her part; 
** I diare say you are snrprised at k;* 



ran HMAM* 0» MlI>-&OTHtAK. IS? 

iidiiy jSlauiftDh, C()iii{to66diy ; -^^ f6r yiAH 
my deir JeaQie> have bwQ triMh itself ftom 
your cndle upwards; but yon must rei 
member tbat I am* a tiwt of fifteen years 
staadingi and therefore must by this time 
boused to^ my* ckitraetisr.^ 

In fatt^ during the feverish tumult of feeU 
ings exeited durmg the two or diree first 
days^Mrstl^ter thought her sister^ manner 
was compleleiy eontradic^My of the des^ 
ptmiimg tone wbi^h parvaded her corres* 
pondenee. - She was moved to tearS) indeed^ 
by tile sigbtiof her iktber *s grave; marked by 
a\m^dd6stt6ton6,ieeordiBg his piety imd inte- 
grity ; but lighter impressions and associaio 
fetens had also pawefr- over hen She amused 
berseM" with visiting thedakyv in which she 
had soflong been assistant^ and waS %o iflear 
discovering herself to May Hettlyi by be- 
traying her acquaintance ^iththe celMNti- 
ted receipt for Dunlop cheese^ - that ' ^he 
edtflpared h^s^ to Bedr^din - Hassan, 
whom the vizier, his father*in#Iaw» diseow 
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vered by bis Bu)>erlatiye ^kfll in coittpoifRg 
cream-torta with pepper in ttiem# But ^h&a 
the novelty of auch avocations ceased to 
amuse her, she shoviled to Met siater but too 
plainly, that the gaudy colotiring with which 
she veiled her unhappviess affi^ided as little 
real comfort^ as the gay uniform of tbe sbl- 
dier when it is drawn Over his mortal woud4# 
There were moods and moments, inwhieh 
her despondence seemed to exceed even 
that which she herself bad described in ber 
letters, and whiqh too .well convinced Mrs 
Butler how little her sister's lot> whidi in 
appearance was so briUiaat, was, in reafity, 
to be envM* 

Tliere liras 09e source^ howevtf, &em 
which Lady Staunton derived a pore de- 
gree of pleasure. Gifted in every parttcu^ 
lar with a higher degree of imaginattc»» 
than that of ber sister, she was an admirer 
of the beauties of nature, a tas<^ewhich coa^ 
pensates many evils to those who hapfftn 
to enjoy in Here her character of a fine 
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laMly ^8topped 8hort» wliere idie otight to 



V Bmeuok'd ^Sk deogh^ «id scTe^'d'at ilka Ixot^, 
'ik9 lottd-M die had lem tlift woKtie-c^ 

Ql^.the coDtniry» with die two boys for her 
guides^ she undertook long and fatiguiiig 
'mlkft among the neighbouring mountttns^ 
tp visit glen8> lakes, water-faUs, or what* 
ever scenes of natuwd -wonder or beanty 
lay concealed among their recesses. It is 
Wordswqrthft I think, who, talking of an 
dd man uiuler difficnlties, remarks^ with 
singular attention to nature, 

m 

Ood only knows ; bat to the very la8t» 
, He had the lightest foot m Eanerdale/' 

^ . In the 9ime msnher^ languid, listless^ 

jBi;»d unhappy, . at times even indicating 

9omettiiilg which a{ipcaadied near to con^ 
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l^iqpt of the Ifom^ accomtnAdationti.^ 

her sister's house, although she inst^i^ 

endeavoured, by a thousand kindnesoeib to 

Itoae fpr>aiich 9!i^fMtiw*^'^9WfI^ 

Staunton appeased to fert integest and eft« 

ergy while in the open air, and i^id the 

vountain landspafies, and in.Mnelgr imth 

$be; two faofS) whose V ears she delai^liql 

inilSi. stones of what fjm had wen in aoHier 

oonntries,, and what she- had to .ahow ikem, 

«t .Mmiinghasn -Manorn And theyj on Ihe 

other hand, exerted themselves ie ^kog 

the honpuia of Puaoit^rtoiishire.tO'tbe lady 

who seeaiedso kindy iBsonsruob'that thera 

was scarce a glen in the neighbouring l^Ua 

to which they did not introduce her. 

Ufion^ooeof tbosa inw»rnom#r^^ 

ben was iMheiBwise^ eiigaged, Daorvd oldne 

acted asXady Staunton^s guide, andpro* 

mised to show her a cascade in the hiU)^ 

grander and higher -than any diey baAyei 

visited, (t i^fsas^a walk o£ fiygiJfHigimikiifc 

and;^o\flec 4w^ giWMpAJI^ vaiied, ho#e?er^ 

and cheered by mountain viewS|andJi»eps 



wsir of tibe ^th and its ishiiiiis^' now of 
distent kkes, now of rocks and precipiees« 
Tbel&eene itfld^ too, whdn they reached it^ 
imply Tewarded the bboiat a£ tiie wattt« A 
tingle dioot cairied a oonsidttable stmm 
over the face of a black rock^ which *c«ii. 
t^aated strongly ih colour with tii6'Wiiite 
fGBam of the cascadet and, at the depth cf 
about turenty leet» another tock tttteticepteld 
the view of the bottom: of the Ml The 
watftTy wh^lii^ out ftff* beoeathy aitept 
SQNshfl the cragi which thus bounded tbriv 
idewy uod tuflrided down the tropky :^tea 
in nr tormnt^of foam. Hioie who* love 
natttse , always Jiosin to penetrate mto its 
Utmost itcessesy and |#dy Staunton «kac| 
{kmdiiirbetber theie waanot soihe modedf 
gatnuig a view of the nbyss at the ifbet of 
ther&IL. i>He said that he koi^w a station 
dKii aahdf on^tbe further side of tbe rnter* 
cepting rocky f jrmn whidi the wkdle wate*. 
jfikUiiiras.vinUe, but that the toad to it was 
attep and slippery aiudl dapgttous* Sent, 
ii0weirer» on gcatifying ber eoriosityi she 
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desired him 4o lead Hie way ; .and aeconi* 
ingly he did so ovw crag am) rtone, unxu 
ously pointing out to her the resting-places 
where she ought to step^ for>their mode of 
advaneiBg soon ceased to be waUdng, and 
became scrambling* 

In this manner^ dinging like sea-isiirds 
to the fkceof^beTocky they wei^ enabled 
at length to .turn round it, and came fuU in 
front of the fall, which here had a most tare* 
mendous aspect, hoiling,«> roaring, and than* 
dering with unceasdng din, into a black 
cauldionyahundnedfeet at least below them^ 
which ; resembled the crater of a volcano* 
The din, the dashing of the waters, which 
gave aa unsteady appearance to all around 
them,^ the. trembling even of the huge crag 
on. which they stood^ the precariousness of 
theiriboting,:for there was scarce room for 
tbeni to stand on the shelf of ^rock which 
they had thus attained, had so powerful aa 
effect on the .senses and imagination of 
Lady Staunton, 4hat she called out to Da- 
vid she was falling, and would in fact have 
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dropped from the crag had he nat caught 
hold of her. The boy was bold and stout 
of his age— still he was but fourteen years 
oldy and as his assistance gave no confi- 
dence toXady Staunton, she felt her situai 
tion become really perilous. The chance 
wasy thaty in the appalling novelty of the 
circumstances, he might have caught the 
infection of her panic, in which case it is 
likejy that both must have perished. She 
now screamed with terror, though without 
hope of calling any one to her assistance. 
To her amazement, the scream was an* 
awered by a whistle from above, c^ a tone 
so clear and shrill, that it was heard even 
amid -tho noise of the waterfall. 
' In this-moment of terror and perplexity, 
a human faee^ black, and having grizzled 
hair hanging down over the forehead and 
cheeks, and mixing with ^moustaches and a 
beard of^the same colour, and as much 
matted and tangled, looked down on them 
from a broken part of the rock above. ' 
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/Vlfc iir The ;:Bitemy PV said ihe boyi who 
had neaaiy become inotpable of suppottiog 
Xiftdy Staunton. 

H No» no/^ she esshttmedf imieeessiUi 
to {supernatural teriorsy land teatdsed toihia 
presence of miad of which ahe bad bwii- 
deprived by^ t^e daiig» of her sittntioiii 
^ it is a man-~for God^a sake^ my fiieoi^ 
help us!** 

. The face glared dt them^ brt^^ Made no 
answer J in a second or two aft»rwaffd8,.aftt 
Qi^Ti that of a youi^g lad^ appeared besidtf 
the fyst, ^^»Uy swart and \»ffmtAi but 
haying ts^ngM black hatr>i desceiMttiig: ia 
^ 1oq|q9| which gave an aif of wddsesaasd 
ferocity to the whole e^reision^ Of tin 
coiiinteoai)cer XiadyStauntoni^peMed'her 
fntrjoatiesyct^pgiigto the rock with< xotte 
energy?,, as ^he.i^Mnd that from the attftei 
stiitiaus t^rer* of her guide he became ittH 
capable of .supporting - her* Her w<»^ 
^erc: pi^pbahjy. drowned in Ite roar of tbcf 
filing stn^m,' for^- though she obierveA 
the lips of the younger being whom she 
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mppHcated move as he spokeSn reply» not 
a word reached her ean 

A moment afterwards it appeared he had 
sot mistakeiir the nature of her aappticar 
taon^ whtch» indeed, vnts easy to be under^ 
elood from' her sitaiation and gestures. The 
jnwiDgsrappKrition disappetoed» and imme- 
diately! aller lowered a ladder o( twisted 
osiers^ about eight feet in length, and^made- 
lAff^' to Daitidrto hold it fait while the 
lady, asotndftd* Despak gives courage, and 
&id»ig herself in thia fearfid predicamenlv 
Lady Sftauntim did noflb hesitate to risk the 
ascent by the prarammtf measis which^ thil 
afioommodatioD aflbvdaed ; and^ cairefaliy as- 
sisted by the person who had thua previa 
dentiaUy come to her atd^ she reached: the 
summit in safety. She did not,, however, 
Men look around her until she saw her. 
nephew Kghtiy and actively follow her ex^ 
afa^y although there waa now im one td 
iMold the ladder iasL Whte^ahesaw him 
^aafedie k)oked round, ^nd^ conldnot help 
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shuddering sCt the Tplace and company in 
which she found herself. 

They were on a sort of platform of rock, 
surrounded on every side by precipices, «or 
overhanging cliffii, and which it would have 
been scarce possible for any research to 
have discovered, as it did not seem to be 
commanded by any accessible poriti<on» It 
was* partly covered by a huge fragment of 
stone, which, having fallen frc^m the cl^ 
above, had been intercepted by others in 
its descent, and jammed so as to serve for 
a sloping roof to the further part of the 
broad shelf or platform on which^they stood. 
A quantity of withered moss and leaves^ 
stiewed lieneath this rude and wretched 
shelter, shewed the lairs,-~they could not 
be termed the beds,— -of those who dwelt 
in this eyrie, for it deserved no other name^ 
Of these, two were before Lady Stauntotk 
One, the same who bad afforded such timdy 
assistance, stObd upright before them, a tally 
lathy, young savage j his dress a tattered 
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plaid and pfailabegy no shoes^ too stodtiagfly 
no hat or bcmnet^ the place of the last being 
supplied by his hair twisted and matted like 
the gUbbe of the ancient wild Irish, anit 
like theirs^ forming a natural thickset^ MeMt 
enough to bear off the cut of a sword. Y«t 
the eyes of the lad were keen and sparl^ 
ling; his gesture free and noble, like thivt 
of all savages. He took little notice of Da^ 
vid Butier, but gazed with wonder on Lady 
. Staunton, as a bdng different probably in 
dress, and superior in beauty, to any thing 
he had ever beheld. The old man, whose 
face they had first seen, remained recum* 
bent in the same posture as when he had 
first looked down on them, only his £ii^ 
was turned towards them as he lay and 
looked up with a laasy and listless apathy^ 
which belied the general expression of his 
dark and rugged features^ He seemedr 
a veiy tall man, but was scarce better dad 
than the younger^ He had on a loose Loww 
land great coat, and ragged tartan trews or 
pantaloons* 

K 2 



■ Att aiftwiM^ laflked tSotBoitiAf wfld and 
luipiiqpyikias* Breath tii(» bvtv <tf tlie 
iittmmtiwl nwl^ wwiar^igie«i4.fite» oo 
Jrliicl).!lk4r<f wits -» otiUrwockiigb wicb bel- 

jwfl «yMr 8Bii^< tooU } th««e gpnQs, wtb 
4>lio<or tfir«» wolat, aqd bwrrebt' ««rf ^ 
paaed 4g«yMl.th« waU .4^ rockr under ah^ 
«0r «C the wqpcrinimipbeQt ci^g { a: di||c 

•nd itwo .«iP«rd9> and aXod»bor-«qm Mx 
leattaned wfound tiie fiiey of wluck tb«:cnd 
g^ oaat a ruddjr. tiof&.^R (t».iii»«pH«i» 
ftam. and: viik> of Hw c»Kii4e>> Th«.lad» 
wAmo: he had aatirfbd hid. cwiofity. with 
aUnii^ a* Lady StMiaiOB9.fetcb«4k#i^ emi» 
en jac and « thorn ctqp»,mt« which h« p<hm»f 
odr flooe qnika^ apparaiily hot irof» thf 
«tiU» Md ofiared ih«i» aoccoiuve^.to ;^ 
kdy . and to thOvhogr* Botli dcdinody jm^ 
Hub jGOimg jRvage .<pMAf»d off the dtwii^M* 
vhicb oMild iMrtr«iiotti|t to tait thfft\lli«ef 

oidiiia^ glaiM^ He then fetched up 
other h4dec dam Urn pmner of tk«eajir«i% 
if it ooidd be temed to, a^usted tk/agf^^ 



<lie MttsvteBe' rack, ^rithdi sMPrcd as t 
roof, mid made signs ftv the'My to-Mu 
eend it'^Mte hts heU it' fasfc bebw. 8te 
didsorandfoiiid^heivctftoe dM frnpoStL 
broad racist BMrthebimlBicif^tiMi clMwrnte* 
tiinMMcb AetorMbpradifit^ Sht 

eonld* Bc«r tte crtst of tfie'twreftt flang'loeM 
down the rockKkethe maneof a^widllofiflt 
btttrnvitliottt having My vUm^t^^Hist lower 
fdlatfiMmr fiMHA vpMth sle hidiaiMiidadi^ > 
David' was noti auiktd^ toiiiiooilt*ii^ easi^ 
fy ^ the lid, ftoas spoit or lov« of oiiioiiiit 
lAioixk the bdd^r a'sBioddedp»he astfitfd* 
ed^ and seemed-lt^ eofo;^ tho^uwor^oijMM^I 
Butter, so that, whenthiyibiid boOptoaw 
lip, ttey looked' 01^ eadi mother wtih^no 
ifiendijr eyesr NeMier, however, ipoktt 
Tbe Tomig cai rdir ov tinkery or gypa^y i«i(b 
a 'good deri of atteiitionr ase&sted Ladjl 
Steuoftm up a very^efiiioQS aisctoi^hieh 
Ae had sbilb t0 enecnnriierf Mrid<A«y weii 
ftaowed by Dkraid Bdtler, mtfll aU three 
stood eiear df the ravine oib^ tbe side' of^a 
floottttlsiOy whoae'SiA^ were^ coveted widi 
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lietthor awl Aests of iMse fWng^e* «Sii 
narraw was tbe chasm out of which ibey 
MOeoded; that> unless iriieii ttey were on 
lhe>V4ery veig^ tlil^ eye paased to the odier 
aifte wilhQtit.fepoetving. tiieegifitOToe of a 
sent so lesirfaU and ootfsmr "^i^^m seen of die 
CM^<0t» ithoi^b its deep hoarse mAt^ was 
Mattbeued. 

. Lady -SfiEmiil0D, freed froiii the 4Mi0ar 
«f riiok and iiwr> had saw a n^siiliiect 
«f Mxietj. sHer two g^ndes cmifronted 
Mch odier witib smgiy ccM»tenaitees $ for 
I^yid» -thoi^ younger by tw a yearn alt 
leasts aod mtvA shetter^ ^ms a;sfeiii*»tBre& 
acit» and very bdldiioy* .:. t / 

K . ^^.Yon are.tbe Uft^^Ksoi^B 8on.<^&iioei& 
larUtie,'' said the.yoiing (»3id{ ^' i£ yott 
dome h«e a^un^ I-U pjtcit you down tiie 
1km like a fiiot'balL' ' 

^<< Ay, lad» ye are ?eryvShort totbeisae 
fang," rtix>rt^ young Butler undaiinttd^f 
and meiAiiring fab c^pcment's beighti wl0i 
an undismayed eye ; ^* I am.tiiinhi&gyoii 
are a gillie of Black Donacha ; if you come 
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down tise glen, ynfU riioot jrou Mce a wild 

back.** 

. <^YoQtiuiyttn)!Owfstlier;'' said the Isdi 

^ that the leaf on the timber is the last he 

shall see—ve nvili hae amends ibr the mis- 

dnef :he.has doneta us.^ 

^^ I^fa^pa he wttl five to see monjr'sim^ 
taen, and do ye muckle mair,^ answered 
Dayid* 

/ JdbireflEdght have passed, bnt Lady Staan* 
lion stepped between them with her purse 
in her handi aad, tidiing oat a guinea^ of 
nhich it contained several, visible tbrougb 
the net-mirk, as wdl as some silver in ^ 
Opposite end, ofered it to the caird* ^ 

«< The white siller; ladjfu-the white siller,'' 
said the young savage, to whom the value 
of gold was probably unknown* ** 

Lady Staunton poured what silver she 
had into his hand, and the juvenile savage 
soatxdied it greedily, and made a sorfr of 
half incUnatiim of adcnowledgment and 
adieu* 



\ 



^' Let lift mtkt hMittimwi Lniy Suuii* 
too,*' said David, « fbr there will b€ RttK 
peif<«r idtib them i whcee' tfaijyrtfnr sceik ybnr 
pttrse;** 

but they had not deacoidBd the Wk^ hmd 
dredyifds oriwo %efom th^ hear&it Hnl- 
loe bdiiiid Axmi. ind looking back, n;iir 
both the old man and the young one^ipcfi^. 
mBg\^tMA wHfat great- speed} ihe^&raiei* 
^ritl^a-gutf jM 'hta rixoid^nr. ^Wery^fimaB* 
tmUAyp; at thi8.«MiiieQfc a sq^atsitMMila gained 
I^ffMMr^ of tte Oirii^ who^ wanr^engaged: m 
iMlUtig 6tm^ appaaredi oiiihe^ficr of iMt 
hSSL THitf r battditai atappbift 00 aeeing^idinD^ 
a«d^l4ady AaMttUmrha^tefiied iiiipntliertelf 
under U» pfMHtotittn, fib teai^^rg^avd tfemi 
his escort hoau^ tutMlit Mqclinedrhia atUtf^ 
fiMKn and^loailed rifle to reabow td tferlidy 
her ii9aal>:QQQfifleiA3e'aad bottcagcL^^' 1^*1 
DoQsdd 4iaten^ with^ umcii giak^s to 
iMr m2«MMf txf- didbr aAyeubirr ;: dai} 'jaMal 
swered with great composure wDsi^fidtmiitm 



IMftted: tmpmUis^ nbetfaer. l»i cmiU faive 
aiHVieoted that ,tbe icmte htd bteo lurktog 
there : ** Inteed^ Master Tavie, I mighi hae 
had some guess that they were thera» or 
thereabout^ though maybe I had nane* But 
I am afteii on the hill ; and they are like 
wa8ps>~tbey stang only them that fitshes 
them } sae, for my part, I make a point 
not to see them9 unless X were ordered out 
qn the preceese errand by MacCallummore 
or Knockdnnder, whilk is a clean differ^jit 



case." 



They reached the Manse late } and Lady 
Staunton, who had suffered much both fnnn 
fright and fatigue, never suffered her love 
of the picturesque to carry her so far among 
the mountains without a stronger escort 
than Davidy though she acknowledged he 
had won the stand of colours by the intre-. 
pidity he had displayed, so soon as assured 
he had to do with an earthly antagonist <* I 
couldna, maybe, hae made muckle o' a bar* 
gain wi' y<m Tang caUan^** said David,, w:hen 
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thus complimeiited on his valoisr ; <' but 
when ye deal wi* thae folk, it'a tyne heart 
tynea* 



i» n 
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CHAPTER XIV, 



What lee ywi tber^ 



That hath BO cowarded and (chaaed your Uopd 
Out of appearance I 

' Wb are under the necessity (^returning 
to £dinburght where the General Assem^ 
My wa& now sitting. It is well known^ that 
aome Scottish nobleman is usually lleputed 
as High Commissionert to- represent the 
person of the King in this convocation ; 
that he has allowances for the puipose of 
maintaining a certain outward show and 
solemnity, and supporting the hospitality 
of the representative of Majesty* Whoever 
is distinguished by rank, or office, in or 
near the capital, usually attend the morn- 
ing levees of the Lord Commissioner^ and 



walk with him in procesdon to the place 
where the Assembly meets. 

The nobleman who held this office chittsi- 
ced to be {mrticolarly connected with Sir 
George Staujiton, and it w«f( in his tratft 
that he ventured to tread the High-Strjeet 
of Edinburgh foriiie fiMrt tine since the & 
tal night of Porteous^ execution. Walking 
at the. rifht^hand of the representative of 
Sovereignty, covered with lace and embroi- 
dery » and with all the pan|rfiai-Mlii^€f wealth 
andranki theitandiomeihoagh waafedfoiflji 
of the En^iib stranger gttracted all -eyes. 
Who could httFe* reeogipzed in a. form so 
«tistoeratie the plebetan convictf t|faal» dii^ 
gnised in the rags o£ Madge Wild£te^ liaii 
led the iormidabio rioters to tfaelf desh 
tioed revenge ! There was ^ no poimbilii^ 
that/tfaia'couid happen, even if ai^ of 
bia ancient acquaintanciea^ a race of mw 
whose. live» are » btief, had happened to 
survive the span commonly sillotted to evU 
doers.^ Boides^ ihe whole affiuf had: long 



&U^i asleqpt with the angry passcone in 
which it originated. Nothing is more cer* 
tain than that persons known to havse had 
a 'share in that formidable riot, and to 
Bavfe fled froBi Scotland on that account, 
iNid made monty abroad, returned to ^- 
jef it in their native country, and' lived 
and died undisturbed by the law.^ Tte 
.Abearance of the magistii^ #as in these 
installs wuse^ certainly » and just } fbr 
tvhat good impression could be made on 
^e pubUo tnlnd by pitttiriiment, when the 
memory of the oflfencetwas obliterated, and 
nA t^at wks remeikibered was the recent in- 
offensive, or perhaps exemplaiy conduct <^ 
tbrsufferer? 

Snr George Staunton mighty tjaerefore, 
iasead the scene oiFhis former ^ndadous e»» 
fAtnts; free from ^e apprdiension of the 
Isw, or even of discovery or suspiteion. 
But with what feelings Ym heart that' day 
throbbed^ must be left to those of the 

. • /• . • » 

^ ^ ■* t ii >/ l ■■»■•■■ Ml II n I I I I tipawi I ■ ■ i. i »i w w ■■! fci I I N>'. ' 
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reader to imagthe*. It was an object of 
no common interest which had brought 
him to encounter so many gainful remem- 
brances* 

In consequence of Jeanie's letter to Laify 
•Staunton^, transmitting the confession, he 

« 

had visited the town* of Carlisle* and had 
found Archdeacon Fleming still. alive, by 
whom that confession bad been received* 
This reverend gentleman, whose character 
stood deservedly veiy highf he so far ad- 
mitted into bis confidence, as to own him- 
self the father of the unfortunate infant 
which had been spirited away by Madge 
Wildfire, representing the intrigue a» a 
matter of juvenile extravagance on his own 
part, for which he wa» now anxiouf* to 
iitone, by tracing, if possibly what had be- 
come of the child. After sonoe recollecti<m 
^ the circumstances, the clergyrnim - way 
able to call to memory, that the unhaj^y 
woman had written a letter' to George 
Staunton, Esq. younger. Rectory, Willing- 
ham, by Grantham { that he had fwward- 



«l*it to the address acoordingly, and that 
itimd beeo returned^ with a nete from the 
Reverend Mr Staanton, Rector Of Willing^; 
ham^ saying, he 'knew no such persoti M 
him to wliom the letter was "addressed* 
As this bad happened just at the time when 
George bad, for 'the last time, absconded 
from his father's house to carry off £3Be^ 
he was at no loss to account for the cause 
of' the resentment, under the influence of 
which his father had disowned him. This 
was another instance in which his ungo- 
vernable temper had occasioned his mis* 
fortune ; had he Tcmained at Wiflingham 
but a few days longer, he would have re* 
ceived Margwet Murdockson^s letter, ia ' 
which was exactly described the person 
and haunts of the woman, Annaple Bailzon^ 
to whom she had parted with the infant* 
It appeared that Meg Murdockson had 
been iiilduced to make this confession, less 
f^bm any feelings of contrition, than from 
the desire of obtaining, through George 
Stkunton or his father's means, protection 



8p|r .TALBS 0FjnrJLJ.1IIHAltB. 



9B4i8Up|mrt for bee i&Mi^ifter Madge. Hzt 
letter to George Stountfrni imdA^ ^ tOwt, 
vhile tbe.wijik^r livedo her. dau^ter wnold 
|u»ve BfMdod nought fioiii iaj body,«aiid 
4tMt alie w(Mi]d iMnrer have nodded: in 
(bese i^rs, exQq>t ito pfty bade ttei;^ 
that George bad done to her .ond.iiesa 
^^ i^slie. was }tO;difv and. ;ber daug^^ 
P9jul4:>e destitutet Jtnd leithoat reason to 
g}}i4^, her* She ibad ilived in: tbe tjvoild 
lo^g eqaugh io /know that peofde. did; OMi^ 
Ihivgfor iiQtbiog i-^sojshe:badidd<3kBOi|ge 
StM^q^fin tttll be. e&uldiwisfatjo. know, about 
b)a. yreAib Jn ib4f^ he iwrnild hot aeeitbc 
4fe!m^:)t$d yowg cftsdoi^ he hadinumd 
l^r^ ior^myit ;As &r.:fanr aiotive8/£9r 
Hf^J^Ujng them osobner, )she had a. long 
|K)6N9iiiflt iQ lecfcpii for ;in the. next ;worldi 
gifkd nbe^wpitld jreckcm fot that too.^ . / < : : 
Th/e clej^man qaidf. that M^^bad died 
jn the :$Mne; desperate atate^ of mindr oecap 
91(994% ;^preimig8oniecti^ret^ ^ 

^h^ ,vh^9b iwas |o8t^ hut .oitener Asorrtm 
that the motlHsr had not <been hanged-** 



her aadad at oaoe a chios of ^ivlt, TBg9$ 
aad. apprdieMitto for her daiil^ter's fiitune 
8ifety {^-^.tbatiofitiQctive feelibgi^ paceiyuyi 
anxiety which she b»d: in qoivmmi with 
the ahe-«olf aad ItoneMy beiag the hfak 
ibiie cmT Un^ alfeetion that oMi^iMi a 

: .The loalaMhoiy fatMtraphe of Madge 
Wildfire i waft ocoasioMd by her taking* the 
feimfiifiiim of her taother's execatioii» ase^ 
iwdiiigaafli^itaiiity of leavk^ the w^dt^ 
haoio to whidithedefgyam-hadften^hery 
ijBd pireseiittDg harMlf jU>.the m^h io their 
fiiryi lo^periahjn tbei«tty'«ie bave/alrei4y 
iQni# * Whoa Dr Fleewig found Che cwvkt^B 
fitter, was returned ^m liaoQlpshire^ h« 
wmte to. a fdead in £diiibaigh,.io efiqMiiB 
into ; the £Uie of the unfontaQate|^l.wh<M 
child had beea.rtctoBy aad was in^raied 
Iqrhia ooroeqpioodeQty thatahe had beeo par- 
^taned, and that^ with aU her familyi she had 
Xfitktd. tO: Mrne dirauit. part of 3cotbi^». or 
left ^ ImgfiMk r^iatkfAyp And b^e the 
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iiuitter rented, uiittll, at Sir George StaMu 
ton*s Bf^plicatton, the clergyman looked oid:, 
and produced Margaret Mardockson^ re* 
turned letter, and' the other memaranda 
which he had kept cmicenui&g tiie affidjr* 

Whatever might be S^ iGreoige Stann* 
ton*s feelings in ripping up t^i mHerable 
history, and listming to the tragical SaA^ of 
Ihe unhappy girl whom he liad mh>ed» he 
had so muc|i of his ancient wilftdness of 
diiqposition left^ as to shut hisjeyes on every 
thing) save the prospect which seemed to 
open itself of lecdvering his w». it ims 
true itiM)nld be diiicult to {n^oduee him^ 
without telling much moreofthehigrtoiyof 
his birtli» and tkemisfortunesof bis parents^ 
than it was pnident to make known» But 
let him ^mce be found, and, being foimdy 
let him but ^pnve worthy t>f his Other's 
protection, and many ways might^ be fallen 
upon to avoid such risk. Sir Geoarge Staun- 
ton was at liberty to adopt him «a^islieir, 
£P he pleased, without communioii&ig the 
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^secret of his birth ; or an act of parliament 
might be obtained, dedaring him legitimate^ 
and allowing him the name and arms of his 
father. He was, indeed, afa*eady a legiti-* 
mate child accoriKng to the law of Sccrt* 
landj by the subsequent marriage of his ptu 
rents. Wilful in every thing. Sir George's 
sole de^e now was to see this son, eren 
should his recovery bring with it a new 
sefies of misfortunes, to dreadful as those 
which followed on his being lost. 
: Bat where was the youth who might 
eventually be called to the honours and 
estates of this ancient family ? On what 
lieath.'was he wandering, and shrouded by 
what mean disguise f Did he gain hik pre- 
{various bread by some petty trade, .by me** 
nial toil, by violence; or by theft ? These 
<were questions on which Sir George's anxi** 
Otis investigations could ol^ain no light* 
Jifany remembered that Annaple Bail^Ou 
wandered through the country as a beggar 
mEid fortune-teller, or spae-wife*-^some re- 
membered that she had been seen with an 

TOL. IV. o 
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infant in 1737 or 17389 but for more than 
ten years, she had not travelled that dis- 
trict ; and that she had been heard to say 
she was going to a distant part of Scotland^ 
of which country she was a native^ To 
Scotland, therefore, came Sir George Staun- 
ton, having parted with his lady at Glas- 
gowi and his arrival at Edinburgh happen- 
ing to coincide with the sitting of the Ge- 
neral Assembly of the Kirk, his acquaint- 
ance with the nobleman who held the o& 
fice of Lord High Commissioner forced him, 
more into public than suited, either bia views 
or inclinktions. 

At the public table of this nobleman^ 
£^r 'George Stiumton was placed next to a 
clergyman of respectable appearance, and 
well-bred, though plain demeanour, whose 
name he discovered to be Butler. It bad 
been no. part of Sir George's plan to take 
his brother-in-law into his con^ence, and 
he had rejoiced exceedingly in the assu- 
rances he received from his wife, that Mrs 
Butler, the very soul of integrity and ho- 
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imttif had never suffered the account he had 
giveii ifi himself at Willingham Rectory to 
transpire, even to her husband. But he was 
not sorry to have an oppOTtqntty to con- 
verse with so near a connection, mthout 
being known to him, and to form a judg* 
ment oif his character and understanding. 
He saw much, and heard more, to raise 
Butier very high in his opinion. He found 
he w^s generally respected by those of his 
own profession, as well as by the laity who 
had seats in the Assembly. He had made 
several public appearances in the Assem- 
bly, distinguished by good sense, candout;, 
and ability ; and he was followed, and ad- 
mired, as a sound, and, at the same time, 
an eloquent preacher. 

This was all very satisfactory to Sir 
George Staunton's pride, which had revolt- 
ed at the idea of his wife's sister being ob« 
scurely ^narried. He now began, on the 
43antrai:y, to think the connection so much 
better than he expected, that, if it should 
be necessary to acknowledge it, in conse- 
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quence of the Tecovcry of his son, it- would 
sound well enough that Ladyfltatiittoii^ad 
a sister, who; in the decayed state of the 
family, bad married a Scottish clergyman, 
high in the opinion of his countrymen, and 
^ leader in the church. 

It was with these feelings, that, when 
the ' Lord High Commissioner^s^ compjainy 
broke up, Sir George Staunton, under pre- 
tence of prolonging some enquiries con- 
'cemihg the constitution of the Church tff 
Scotland, requested Butler to go home to 
his lodgings in the Lawn^tMaHcet, and drink 
ii cup of coffee. Butler agreed to wait up- 
on him, providing Sir Georjge would per- 
init him, in passing, to call at a fiiend% 
house where he resided, and make his apo- 
logy for not coming to partake her tea. 
They proceeded Up the High-Street, eil- 
tered the Krames, and passed the begging- 
box, placed to remiind those at liberty of 
the distresses of the poor prisoners. Sir 
George paused there one instant, and neJtt 
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ivy a Iffidt note w^ £onni in that recept- 
ackl &p public cbarity. 

Wlien be came up ta Butler again, he 
fi)0«4 bimifHtb bid eyeo fixed on the en. 
traced of ibe/£<>lboQth» and apparently in 
dee]^ lihoQght 

. ^^Tliat seems' a very strong door,'* said 
Sir Geoi|;e» by way of saying something* 
. :^ It itf s(%; ^/' saul hitler, tiirniog. off 
iMl4' bc^ilQiDg to< walk forwatd, *^ but it 
WM my misfortune, at one time to see it 
]^ove?great)y too weak." 

At this momenty lo<^ing at his compa* 
ii«H}i^ he. asked him whethefr be felt him* 
89lf il^al^ Sit George Staubfam admitted, 
that h^ had; been so foolish as to eat ice, 
y^cb sometimes disagreed with him* , With 
](iiul offii»K>iisnes8, that would not be gain* 
9i^yedr and ere he could find out where he 
VWs goings Butler hurried Sir George into 
the friend's house, near to the prison, in 
whioh' be himself bad lived since he .came 
to town, being indeed no other than that 
of Our old friend Bartholtne SaddletreCi in 



318 TALES OF MT LANBLOUi.^ ^ 

whicfa Lady Staunton had served- a flhoi^t 
noviciate as a shop-maid. This recbllae- 
tion rushed on her husband's tniod^ and 
the blush of shame which it eitcited over- 
powered the sensation of fear which had 
produced his former paleness* Good Mlrs 
Saddletree, however, bustled about to re- 
ceive the rich En^b baronet as the frieBd 
of Mr Butler, and requested an elderly fe- 
male in a black gown to sit itilh in a way 
which seenied to imply a wisb, that iriie 
would clear the way for her betters. In 
the meanwhile, understanding the. state 
of the case, she ran to get some cordkd 
waters, sovereign, of course, in dH-cases^of 
faintisbness whatsoever. During her ab- 
sence, her victor, the female in black; 
made some progress out of the room, and 
might have 1^ it altogether, bad she not 
stumbled at the threshold, so near ^t 
George Staunton, that he, in poiat of ci- 
vility, raised her and assisted her to the 
door. 
<< Mrs Porteous is turned very doited 
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now, puir body,'' said Mrs Saddletree, as 
she returned with her bottle in her hand*— 
^* She is no sae auld, but she got a sair 
back-cast wi' the slaughter o* her husband 
^— -Ye had some trouble about that jbb» 
Mr Butlen — I think, sir," to Sir George, 
^ ye had better drink out the haill glass, 
Ibr to my een ye look waur than when ye 
came in.'' 

And indeed he grew as pale as a corpsei 
On recollecting who it was that his arm had 
so lately supported-^the widow whom he 
had so. large a share in making such. 

^ It is a prescribed job that case of Par- 
teous now," said old Saddletree, who was 
confined to his chair by the gout— ^^ clean 
prescribed and out of date.'' 

<< I am not clear of that, neighbour,'' 
said Plumdamus, *< for I have heard them 
say twenty years should rin, and this is 
but the fifty-ane~Porteous's mob was in 
thretty-seven." 

<< Ye'll no teach me law^ I think, neigh- 



/ 
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bour — me that has four gm>n pleas> aoii 
might hae had fourteen, an it hadim. beea 

' the gudewife« I tell ye if the foremost of the 
Porteous-mob were standing there whe^e 
that gentleman stands^ the King's Advo»> 
cate wadna meddle wi' him-4t fa> unde^ 
the negative prescription.'' 

'* Hand your din, carles,"^ said Mrs Sad* 
dletree, ^* and let the gentleman a^ down 
and get a dish <^ tea.** 

But Sir George had had quite enough* of 
their conversation i and Butler^ at his re^ 
quest,. mad« an apology to Mrs Saddletr^^ 
and accompanied him, to his lodgings^ 
Here they found another guest waiting Siv 
GeiH'ge Staunton^ return* This was no 
other than our reader's old acquaintance 
Ratcliffe. 

This man had exercised the office of turn* 
key with so much vigiiiance^ acuteness^ and 
fidelity, that he gradually rose to be go<«^ 

* vernor, or captain of the Tdbooth. And 
it is yet renlemhtiied i|i tradition^, that 
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young men, who rather sought amusing 
timn setect society in their merry meet* 
11^3, used som^tiqaes to request Ratcliffe^s 
ofyfBtkpAny^ itk dtdtr that he might regale 
theiR with legends of his extraordinary 
fbaits in tfre way of robbery iatid escape^* 
!l^t he lived and died M^ithout resuming: 
bis original vocation, otherwise than in his 
x^rratives over a bottle. 

Under these circumstances, he had been 
recommended to 3ir George Staunton by a 
man of the Uw in Edmburghy as a person 
likely to answer any questions he mighfe 
hflve to ask about Annaple Bailzou, whO|^ 

; 

9 

* There seems an anachronism in the history of this 
person. Ilatcliife> among other escapes from justice, 
was rdeased 'by the PortcouMuob when mider sen« 
tcsace of death* And he was again under the same pjre* 
dicament when the Highlanders made a similar jail.^ 
delivery in 1745. He was too sincere a whig to em- ^ 
brace liberation at the hands of the Jacobites^ and in v . 
MWard iR^A made one of the keq^cra of the Tolbooth«. 
So at least runs 9 constttnt tradStioQ. 

o 2. 
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accerdiog to the colour which Sir George' 
Staunton gave to his cause of enquiry, was 
supposed to have stolen a child in the west 
of England^ belonging to a family in which 
he was interested. The gentleman had not 
mentioned his name, but only his official 
title ; so that Sir George Staunton, when 
told that the captain of the Tolbooth was 
waiting for him in his parlour, had no idea^' 
of meeting his former acquaintance Jim 
Ratcliffe. 

Itiis, therefore, was another new and 
most /unpleasant surprise, for he had no 
difficulty in recollecting this man^s remark- 
able features* The change, however, from 
George Robertson to Sir George Staun- 
ton, baffled even the penetration of Rat- 
cliffe, and be bowed very low to tbe baro- 
net and his guest, hoping Mr Butler would 
excuse bis recollecting that he was an old 
acquaintance. 

" And once rendered my wife a piece of 
great service/' said Mr Butler, " for which 
she sent you a token of grateful acknow- 

10 
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ledgment, which I hope came safe and was 
welcome." 

^ Dell a doubt on't,** said Ratcliffe, with 
a knowing nod } ^< but ye are muckle chan- 
ged for the better since I saw ye, Maister 
Butler." 

<^ So much so, that I wonder you knew 



me." 



«• Aha, then !— De'il a face I see I ever 
forget," said Ratcliffe ; while Sir George 
Staunton, tied to the stake, and incapable 
of escaping, internally cursed the accuracy 
-of his memory. " And yet, sometimes," 
continued Ratcliffe, <* the sharpest hand 
will be ta'en in. There is a face in this 
very room, if I might presume to be sae 
liauld, that if I didna ken the honourable 
person it belangs lo^^^I might think it 
•had some cast of an auld acquaintance." 

*• I should not be much flattered," afl- 
swered the Baronet sternly, and roused by 
the risk in which ^he saw himself placed, 
" if it is to me you mean to apjJy that 
eompliment." 
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V By no n^nner of meaii«» str^'* saiA 
RatclifFe, bowing very tow ; <M am oome 
to receive your hdnour^s comm^aidsy and 
no to trouble your hooeur wi^my peer 4^hp 
tervationa." 

«« Well, sir/' said Sir Ckorgc, "^ Ism 
told you understand police mattera-^a da 
I.— To convince you of which, here arc 
ten guineas of retaining fee— *I makcf.them 
fifty when you can.^d loe i certain netice 
of a per$oh, living, pr dead, whom you wli 
find described in that paper^**-^! shall leave 
town presently— you may s^d your writ^ 

ten answer to. me to* tb6 care of Mr j T 

(naming his highly respectable agenlO. *^ <* 
of his.GraeetheLotd High Commiasionn/ 
RatcHfie bowed and withdrew^ 

<* I have angered the proud peat nov/^ 
he said to hini8elf»/^ by finding out a like- 
ness— but if George Robertson^s falher had 
lived within a mile, of his mother, d*«-n me 
}£ I should not know what to think, for as 
h^ as he carries his head.'' 

When he was left alone with &itler^ 

2 
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George Staunton ordered tea and coflee, 
which were brought by his valet, and then, 
after considering with himself for a minute, 
fgSktd his guest whether he had lately heard 
from his wife and family. Butler, with 
tome surprise at the question, replied, ^* that 
he had received no letter for some time j 
his wife was a poor pen-woman.'* 
^ « Then,'* said Sir George Staunton, " I 
am the first to inform you there has been 
an invasion of your quiet premises since 
you left home. My wife, whom the Duke 
of Argyle had the goodness to permit to use 
Roseneath-Lodge, while she was spend- 
ing some weeks in your country, has sallied 
across and taken up her quarters in the 
Manse, as she says, to be nearer the goats, 
whose milk she is using ; but I believe, m 
reality, because she prefers Mrs Butler's 
company to that of the respectable gentle- 
man who acts as seneschal on the Duke^s 
ddmains**^ 

Mr Butler ^ had often heard the late 
Duke and the present speak with high re- / 
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spect of Lady Staunton, and was happy if 
his house could accommodate any friend of 
theirs— it would be but a very slight ac« 
knowledgnient of the many favours he owed 
them/' 

<< That does not make Lady Staunton 
and myself the less obliged to your hospi* 
tality, sir,'' said Sir George. *^ May I 
enquire if you think of returning home 
soon ?" 

•< In the course of two days," Mr Butler 
said, << his duty in the Assembly would be 
ended ; and the other matters he had. in 
town being all finished, he was desirous of 
returning to Dumbartonsliire as soon as he 
could— but he was under the necessity of 
transporting a considerable sum in bills 
and money with him, and therefore wished 
to travel in company with one of two . of 
his brethren of the clergy/' 

" My escort will be more safe," said Sit 
George Staunton, *<and I think of setting off 
to-morrow or next day»— ?If you will give me 
the pleasure of your company I will un« 
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dertake to deliver you and your charge safe 
at the Manse, provided you will admit me 
ailong with you/' 

Mr Butler gratefully accepted of this 
proposal ; the appointment was made ac- 
cordingly, and by dispatches with one of 
Sir George's servants, who was sent for- 
ward for the purpose, the inhabitants of 
the Manse of Knbcktarlitie were made ac- 
quainted with the intended journey j and 
the news rung through the whole vicinity, 
'• that the minister was coming back wi' a 
braw English gentleman, and a' the sil- 
ler that was to pay for the estate of Craig- 
sture." 

This sudden resolution of going to Knock- 
tarlitie had been adopted by Sir George 
Staufitoi), in consequence of the incidents; 
of the evening. In spite of his present 
consequence, he felt he had presumed too 
far in venturing so near the scene of his 
former audacious acts of violence, and he 
knew, from past experience, the acuteness 
of a man like Ratdiffe, too well again to 
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encounter him. The next two days he 
kept his lodgings, under pretence of indis* 
position, and took leave, by writing, of hid 
noble friend, the High Commissioiier, al« 
leging the opportunity of Mr Butler^s com* 
pany as a reason for leaving EdkibiH-gh 
sooner than he had proposed. He had a ^ 
long conference with his agent on the 8ub» 
ject of Annaple Bailzou ; and the profes- 
sional gentleman, who wa» the agent also 
of the Argyle family, had directions to col-^ 
lect all the information which Ratdiffe or 
others might be able to obtain concerning:: 
the fate of that woman and the unfortunate 
child, and, so soon as any thing transpired' 
which had the least appearance of being 
important, that he should send an express 
with it instantly to Knocktarfitie. These • 
instructions were backed with a deposit of^ 
money, and a request that no expence 
might be spared ; so that ^ George Staan« 
ton had little reason to apprehend neg& 
^ence on the part of the perscms entrusted 
with the commission. 



The jaturney, which tbe brothe^js mo^ in 
compwy» was attended with morei pleaswey 
even to Sir George Stauntcm^ than he had 
ventured to expect* His beat t lightened 
in spite of himself when they lost sight of 
Edinburgh ; and the easy^ sensible convex- 
sation of Butler was well calculated ta 
withdraw his tlwughts from pidnM reflec- 
tions. He even began to think whether 
there couid be nkiuch difficulty in removing 
]u& wife> connectipnt^ to the Recto^ of 
Willingham ; it was only on his part pco-. 
curing some still better preferment for thi& 
present ineumbent^ and on Butler^ that 
he should take orders according to the £ng-c 
lish church, to which he could not conceive^ 
a possibility of his making objection^ and 
then he had them residiiig under his wing. 
Nq doubt there was pain in seeing Mrs 
Butler^ acquainted, as he knew her to be» 
vfitk the fuU truth of his evil history—* 
But th^si her silence, though he had no 
reason to complain of her inditeretioa hi* 
tbecto, wa& still more absolutely ensured* 
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It would keep his lady, also, both in good 
temper and in more subjection, for she was 
sometimes troublesome to him, by insisting 
on remaining in town when he desired to 
retire to the country, alleging the total 
want of society at WJllingham. ^^ Madam, 
your sister is there,** would, he thought, 
be a sufficient answer to this ready argu- 
ment. 

He sounded Butler on this subject, ask- 
ing what he would think of an English li- 
ving of twelve hundred pounds yearly, with 
the burthen of affording his company now 
and then to a neighbour whose health was 
not strong, or his spirits equal. << He 
might meet," he said, ^^ occasionally, a 
very learned and accomplished gentlemaui 
who was in orders as a Catholic priesit, but 
be hoped that would be.no insurmountable 
objection to a man of his liberality of sen* 
ttment. What," he said, " would Mr But- 
ler think of as an answer, if the o£^r should 
be made t9 him ?" 

« Simply that I could not accept of it,* 
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said Mr Butler* ^* I have no mind to en^* 
ter into the varioos debates between the 
churches ; but I was brought up in mine 
own, have received her ordination^ am sa* 
Usfied of the truth of her doctrinest and 
will die under the banner I have, enlisted 
to;** 

*^ What may be the value of yoor prefer* 
ment ?** said Sir George Staunton, *' unlesa 
Tarn asking an indiscveet question*" 

<V iVobabfy one hundred a-yeitur, one year 
with imother, besides my glebis and pasture* 
groun.d*'* 

^ Axid yott scrapie to exdiange that for 
twelve hundjped a^year^ without alleging 
any damning difibrence of dbctrhie betwixt 
the two churches of £ngUnd and Sect- 
land r 

. ^ On tltat, sir, I have reserved my judg* 
moM: ; th^e may be much good, and there 
are certainly saving means in both,butevery 
mMi must act according to his own lights* I 
hope I have done, and am in the <:ourse of 
doing, my lllaster's worlc in this Highlandr 
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paa(»li } and itwooUitt become vm^ ^ Ae 
sake of Iucm^ to leave my sbeep in tbe w^ 
devneBs^ But, even in the: temporal inemr 
which you have taken. 6i the matter,. Sir 
GEeorgCt thishundred poon^ a-year of^ti^ 
pond hath fed and dothed u% and left nia 
nothing to wish for j my f|ither4n«^law!^ 
succession^ and other oifciimatancesy have 
added a snaUfastalse of about tiiriqe as txm^ 
more, and hms ipeareto*^90se of itl^da 
not knoww^ Ikave itto^ywi,iiir, to timk 
if I wvre wise» mA haviiig thp, wish: or o^ 
portunity of spending three hundred'SKyeaiw 
to covet the ptoseesstDiiaf jfow tiitMnr.thnt 

«« Uns is philosop^^" said Sir Greoigej 
<< I have heard of.it, but I never^saw it be* 
fore.^ 

<< It is common sense,'*, rtpKdb fitiUer, 
<< which accerds witbr pbikmqitigF and nU* 
gion nMH-e frequently than p^lmttaior ateat 
ots are apt to admit.'^ 

Sk George turned the; subject, and did' 
not again resume it M^mi^ the/ ti»- 



iVflUJsd in Sir i^teofge^ jdhflriM^. he. seemed 
*M iiraah fistigued with Idpie motion, diiri; it 
^vw necessayy fixr liiia to remain &r a day 
att a MBsall t03vm called Mid-Calder, which 
was^tMr first atage ftom E^Hiburgh. 61as« 
gow occupied an<>ihtt day, so slow were 
^«heir motions, . 

They travelled on to Dumbarton, where 
ffiey had res4^ved to leave the loquipage, 
and to hke a boat toiake themto the shorea 
^fiear the Manise, as the Oare-^Loch lay be*' 
twixtthem and thftt point, be»deis the im« 
' fiossfbilfty df traveling in thai district with 
• wheel^carriiiges. iSir^^eorge's valet, a man 
t)f trust, accompiii^ed them, as also a foot- 
man ; i3^ groofi^s were left with the car- 
riage* 'Just as thia arrangement waa com- 
pleted, which was about four o'clock in 
the afternoon^ an express arrived from Sir 
Oeorge'^ iagent in Edinburgh, with a packet, 
which he opened and read with great atten- 
tion, appearing much interested and agita** 
ted by ihe contents. The packet had been 
dfspatcfaed very aoon after their leaving 
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Edinburgh, but the mesiei^er .had taisati 
the travellers by pAaBing thrQiigh Mid-Cal* 
der in the night, and over-shot bis exnmd 
by getting to Rbsett^th before them. He 
was now on bis; return, after having wait- 
ed more than four-and-twenty b«ucs.\ Sir 
George Staunton instantly v^irP^ bade an 
answer, and rewarding the tnessefiger libe- 
rally, desired him ;not to sleep till he pla- 
ced it in hisiig0nt'&^ hands. 

At length tbey embarked in ; the boat, 
which had Waited for them sonte.'time. 
During their Voyage, which was slow, for 
they were obliged to rpw, the whole way, 
and often against the tide. Sir Gi^^ige 
Staunton's enquiries ran chiefly on the sub* 
ject of the Highland banditti who had ii^* 
fested that country since the year 171(5. 
Butler informed him that many: of .theia 
were not native Highlanders, butgypaie?* 
tinkers, and other men of despca^te for- 
tunes, who had taken advantage of the con- 
fusion introduced by the civil war, the ge- 
neral discontent of the mou^taineersi and 
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the unsettled state of police, to practise 
their plundering trade with more audacity. 
Sir Greorge next enquired into their lives, 
their habits, whether the violences which 
tibey committed were not sometimes atoned 
for by acta of generosity, and whether they 
did not possess the virtues, as well as the 
vices, of savage tribes ?. 

Butler answered, that certainly they did 
sometimes show sparks of generosity, of 
which even the worst class of malefactors 

' . . • • 

are seldom utterly divested ; but that their 
evil propensities were certain and regular 
principles of action, while any occasional 
burst of virtuous feeling was only a tran- 
sient impulse not to be reckoned upon, and 
excited probably by some singular and un- 
usual concatenation of circumstances. In 
dfecussiilg these enquiries, which Sir George 
pursued with an apparent eagerness that 
rather surprised Butler, the latter chanced 
to mention the name of Donacha Dhu na 
Ounaigb, with which the reader is already 
acquainted^ Snr (jreorge caught the sound 
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Up eagerly^ and as if it conveyed jmrticular 
interest to his ear* He ofade the most mi- 
nute enquiries concerning the man whom 
he mentioned, the number of his gang, tod 
even the appearance of those who belonged 
to it Upon these points Butter could give 
little answer. The man had a name ai4»oiig 
tiie lower class, but:bis eiaploits weee <;aa> 
sidierably ex^erated ; lie had always «ne 
^ two fellows with hjm, but never aspired 
to the command of above three or foiir# 
In short, he knew littjie about bim^ abd tiie 
small ^cquaiotancelie had, had byno moans 
inclined him to desire more* 

«< Nevertheless, I should like to aee him 
some of these days^** ^ 

<< That Would be a dangerdus nteeting. 
Sir George, unless you miean we are to aee 
him receive his deserts firom^ the law, and 
then it were a melancholy one*" 

«< Use eve^ man according to his de» 
serts, Mr Butler, and who shall escape 
whipping? But I am talking riddles to 
yoH. I will explain them more luUy to you 



Mthftn I luvee ^pokea over the sulgect with 
X4idy StauiitoQ.-~PiiU away, my lads,'' he 
added, addressing himself to the rowers; 
'^ Uie clouds threaten us with 9 storm.'^ 

In fftctf the dead aad heavy closenefHi of 
^tMe air, tb9 hii^e pil^ ^f cloi^ds which as- 
seinbled in the western horizon, and glowed 
like a furoaoe under the influenpe of the 
setting 8un**-thfit awful stiUnesii, in which 
feature, secjns to expect the thuQi^-burst» 
as a condemned soldier watts for .Ae pla« 
toon^ fire which isto strej^h him pn the earth, 
all betokened a speedy storm* Large broad 
drops fell from. time to time, aiid induced 
the gentlemen tp assume the bQa.t-cloaka^ 
but the rain again ceased, and the opprept- 
^sive beat, so unusual in Sc(Mland in the end 
rof JMayi, inclined them to throw them aside. 
:'* There is something solemn in this de- 
lay of the storm,'' said Sir George ; ^Vit 
seems as. if it sufpanded its peal till it so- 
. lemnized some important event in the world ^ 
bek)w," 

<< Alas !" j^^fiipBL Butler, <^ what are we, 

VOL. IV. p 
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that tlie laws of nature should correspond 
in their march with our ephemeral deeds or 
sufieridgs ? The clouds will burst when sur- 
charged with the electric fluid, whether a 
gofit is f^Stmg at that instant from the cliffs 
•of Arran» ' or a hero expiring on the field 
it)f battle he-has won/* ' 
' **The mitiddelights todeem it otherwise," 
%aid Sir 'Geofge Siauntbn 5 «• and to dwell 
<<)h the fate bf humanity as on that which is 
^e ptibe centk^ai movement of the mighty 
VnacHine. * We love not to think that we 
!i^Kdirmlr with the ages that have gone be* 
lore us, 'as these broad black rain-drops 
%3^ing}e with the ^raste of waters, making 
a'iiJffing and ' momentary eddy, and are 
4iien lost for ever?' 

*' «< JPV)r w^r /— we are not-— we cannot be 
lost for ever," said Butler, looking upward 5 
^< death is tons change, not<^onsummatioi>{ 
'^ktid the commencement of a new existence, 
•corresponding^ in character to the deeds 
which we have done in the body," 
'- %Vhlle they agitated these grave subjects, 
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to i^hiTcti the solemnity of the approaching 
storm naturally led them, their voyage 
threatened to be more tedious than they 
bad expected, for gusts of wind, which 
rose and fell with isudden impetuosity, 
'^wept the bosom of the Firth, and irnpe* 
ded the efibrts of the rowers^. They had 
now only to double a small head-land, in 
order to get to the proper landing-place in 
the mouth . of the small river j but in the 
state of the yreather, and the boat being 
heavy, this was like to be a work ef feHne, 
and in the meanwhile they must necessarily 
be exposed to the storm. 

" Could we not land on this side ef the 
lieiatf-land,'* asked Sir George, •* and so gaiu 
some shelter?* ' . 

Butler knew 6f no landing-place, at least 
none affording a convenient or even prac- 
ticable passage up the rocks which ^ur- 
I'ounded the shore. 

*^ Think again,* said Sir George Staun- 
ton J ^ the storm will soon be violent" 

2 
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<* Hout, ay/' said oue of tbe boatineD» 
^ there's the Caird's Cove ; but we dinna 
teU the minister about it, and I am no sure 
if I can steer the boat to it, the bay is sae 
fu' o' shoals'and sunk rocks." 

"Try,** said Sir George, " and I will 
give you half-a-guinea/* 

The old fellow took the helm, and ob- 
servedy *' that if they could get in, there 
was a steep path up from the beach, and 
half*an-hour's walk from thence (6 tbe 

Manse." 

•^ Arc you sure you know the way ?* 
said Butler to the old man. 

«* I maybe kenn'd it a wee better iSfteen 
years syne^ when Dandie Wifson was m the 
Firth with his clean-ganging lugger. I 
mind Dandie had a wild young, Englidber 
wi* him^ that they ca'd ** 

•* If you chatter so much,'* said Sir 
George Staunton, " you will have the boat 
on the Grindstone-^bring that white rock 
in a line with the steeple.** 

11 
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« 

«• By 6—-—," said the veterai]> staring, 
•^ I think your honour kens the bay as 
weel as me.— * Your honour's nose has bf en 
on the Grtndstane ere now, Vm think- 
ing.*' 

As they spoke thus they approached 
the little cove, which, concealed behind 
crags, and defended on every point by 
shallows and sunken rocks, could scarce 
be discovered or approached, except by 
those intimate with the navigation. An 
old shattered boat was already drawn up 
on the beach within the cove, close be- 
neath the trees, and with preeautiona for 
concealment 

Upon observing this vessel, Butler re- 
f marked to his companion, ^ It is imposst- 
Ue for you to conceive. Sir George, the 
difficulty I have had with my poor people, 
in teaching them the guilt and the danger 
of thi3 contraband trade — ^yet they have 
perpetually before their eyes all its danger- 
ous consequences. I do not know any 



thing that more ^dfectaallyxlepiaveai and 
ruins their moiail and. reUgioua pfinei* 
pics." 

Sir Geoiige forced hiinseif to say somet 
thing in a low voicei about the spirit of 
adventure natar?! to yovkth, and 4hat An-^ 
questionably maqy would heciuae wiser fa 
Jthey grew olden t 

<< Too seldom, sir^" replied Jiutler. << if 
th^.havebe^n d«<^l|r sngagfod^ and Ctsper 
pecially if they hav^ jnit^led ii^ the sceaeft 
of ^iplence aiikd bli^od to iwhich their oecu^ 
pation natural^ Id^ds, I have obse^vedt 
that, sooner or lal^r,- tj}»y cotite to! f^n\ ei!il 
end. Experience, as well a.^ ISaH^Hmei 
teaches us. Sir G^org^ that mischief stjaU 
hunt the violent oaan, and that the blood^ 
thirsty man shall ^not live hsdf 1^3 days— n 
but take niy arm to l>elp you. ashore/' 

Sir George needed assistance, for he was 
contrasting in his altered thought the diife* 
rent feelings of mind and frame with which 
he had fbrmerly frequented the same place* 
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As they latm^, a low growl of thondef 
was beard at a distance. 

<' That is ominous, Mr Butler/' said Sti 
Ge5rg«. 

^ Intanwit liBfum^t IB ominous of goodi 
then/' answered Butler^ smiUng. 

The boatmen were ordered to make the 
best of their way round the head-land to the 
ordinal^ landing-place ; the two gentlemen^. 
fvtiowed by the sexvamt, sought their way 
by a blind and tangled path tbtough a close 
copsewood to the Manse of Knocktarlitiey 
where their arrival was anxiously expected. 

The twisters in Vatft had ex^pected their 
husbands* return on the preceding dayi^. 
which was that appointed by Sir George's 
letter. The delay of the travellers at CaU 
der had occasioned this breach of appoint* 
ment. The inhabitants of the Manse be- 
gan even to doubt whether they would ar- 
rive on the preitent day. Lady Staunton 
felt this hope of delay as a brief reprieve, 
for she dreaded the pa(ngs which her bus- 
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band's firide must uod/ergo i^ ineeting with 
a sister-in-lawy to whom the whole of his 
titfhappy and dtahonoorable history was too 
well known. She knew^ whatever foret^rOr 
ooRstraint he might put upon hb fei^iiigs 
in public, that she herself must be doofned 
to see them display themselves in full vQbe* 
mence . in secret,— ^copsume his health, de- 
stroy his temper, and render him at once 
iin object of dread, and compa^siont Again 
and again she cautioned J^mie to display 
DO tokens of recognition, but to receive him 
as a perfect stranger,-— and again and again 
Jeanie renewed her promise to comply with 
her wishes. 

Jeanie herself could not fail to bestow an 
anxious thought on the awkwardness .of the 
approaching meeting } but her cpnscieiice 
was ungalled^— and then she was cumbered 
with many household carbs of an unusual 
nature, which, joined to the anxious wish 
once more to see Butler, after an ajb^nce 
of unusual length, made her extremely de- 
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siroiis that the travdlen should arrive as 
soon as possible. And—why should I dis- 
guise the truth ?-^ever and anon a thought 
Stole across her mind that her gala dinner 
had now been postponed ibr two days; 
and how few of the dishes^ after every art 
of her simple cuisine had been exerted to 
dress them, could with any credit or pro- 
priety appear again upon the third ; and 
what was aihe to do with the rest ?•— Upon 
this last subject she was saved the trouUo 
of farther deliberation, by the sudden ap- 
pearance of the Ckptam, at the head of 
half-a*dozen stout fellows, dressed and arm* 
ed in the Highland feshion. 

^f Goot-roorrow morning to ye, Leddy 
Staunton, and I hope I hae the pleasure to 
see ye weel^^And goot*morrow to you, goot 
Mrs Putler — I do peg you will' order some 
victuals and ale and prandy fok' the lad% 
for we hae peen out on firth and moor since 
afore ds^-light, and a* to no purpose nei* 
ther— Cot tamni I** 
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Sk) saying, be sate doum, pushed back his 
brigadier wig, and wiped his head with an 
air of esLKy importance ; totally -regardless, 
of the look of' wett-ttfed astonishment by 
whtekLifdy Staunton endeavoured to make! 
hlm'<9omprehend that be was assuming toa 
g^eat a liberty. 

<< It is some comfort^ when one has had 
a snir tassell," continued the* Captain^ ad* 
dressing' LadyStaHntoiii with an air of gal- 
lantryi •• that it is in a fair leddy^ service^ 
or in the service of a gentleman whilk bas 
a fair leddy, whilk is llie same thing, since 
serving the hmhand is sei^g the wife, as 
Afrs Putler does' veiy weel know*."' 
;^* Heatty, ^sir,^ Bsid Lady Staunton, /^as 
yon seem to intend this conypliment forme,. 
I am at a loss to^ know whtt interest IKr 
Creorge or I can hive in youiribovements 
liiis mortiing.** ' 

«• O Cot tamn !— this is too erud, my 
leddy— as if it was %ot py special ^press 
from his Grace^s honourable ^^nt and 
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conimiss}Oper at Edinburgh, with a warrant 
conform, that I was to seek. for and appre** 
hend Donacha dbu na DunaagW and prin^ 
bim pefore myself aind Sir GreorgeStamh 
ton, that i^e tpay hare his deserti, that it 
to say, the gallows, whilkhe luis doubtieso 
deserved, py pehrg the means of frigkteii^ 
kig your leddyship, as weel as. for soae^ 
thing of less importance.^' 

^* Frightening me?^ said bm ladyidiBp} 
<< Why, I never wrote to Sk George about 
m^ alstfm at the water-fal^'* 

' <' Then he muBt haye heard it otfaetwiaci } 
for what else can give him-i^ sait earaeal 
tesire to see this rapscallion, . that X'lSiWiJb 
ripe the baUl moesN^ami muitain the cotm- 
try for him^, as if I if ^e to get sooetfiing. 
lor fiftdmg biq^ when the pest o't might poi 
^palltharougbmyprains^ r i . 

'<< Can it be really triie> that it i&on Sis 
Georges acedunt tiiatyoit have.faMn atn 
tempting to apprehend diis fellow ?? 

« P^ Cot, it iftibr noothes cfne.titatJi 



know th«i his honoiu's pleswra} forlbe, 
cnature might hte gone on in a decent 
quiet way for m^ sae hung ea he reipeatit 
the Duke's pouii4s~piit reaaos goot he 
airid be ti^en^ alid haegtt to poot» if it may 
pleasure ooy honourable shentleouuif > that 
is the Duke's frieiid<^Sae I got the expre». 
over night, and I caused warn half a scoro 
of pretty lads, and was up in the taorniog 
pefore the ttoif and I gisnr^d the lads take 
their kihs and akoct eeats«^' 

<< I wonder yoo did thati Captain,'^ said 
Mrs Bntler, M wiien you know the act.of 
pasliameQt agamat wejuing the Highland 



M 



«< Hout^toiit^ jK'Cf fiwhyow tbwnb, Mrs 
Ritkav<»The law is 'put twa^tbree years 
anld yet^ and is omer young to hae coaie 
our Iragth ; and pendes» how is thef iada|o 
cttmbthepsaes wi' Jbhae tamnedbrcsfcens 
on«them?i«-^it makes mesiek to see them--- 
Put ony howt 1 thought I kenn'd Donacha'la 
haants gajr. and weel, and I was at the 
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place If bere be lied rested yettreeo $ for I 
aw tb^ leaves tbe limmera had lain on, 
aad th0 ashes of them } by tbe same token 
there fras a pit gieeshoch puming yet. I 
am tbifikiDg they got some word out o' the 
islands what was intended— -I sought every^ 
gten ^d deucht as if I had been deer«8talk«* 
ing^ ))ut. teit a waff of his coat-tail could I 
se&^Cottamnr 

<< He*li be away down ihe ]^ritfa to Cow*, 
al// said David } and Reuben* ^ho had 
Ipen out early that moroing a-nutting, ob« 
^ervedt ^* That he had seen a boat making 
for the Caird's Cov^" a place well known, 
to the boySf though their less adventuroua 
father was ignonint of its eaistence* 

^ £y Cot,"* said Duncan/* then I will stay . 
here no* longer than to trink this very hom<^ 
oCpnuidy and water, for it is very possible 
theywiilpein the wood,' Donaeha^s a de<». 
yer.feUow, and amype thuiks it pest to sit 
next the chimley when the lum reeks. He 
thoMght naebody would look for him 
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near hand; I peg your leddysblp m\\ ex^ 
case my apnipt departure, a& I will return 
forthwith, and 1 will either pring you Do- 
nacha in life, or elsfe his head, wliilk I dare 
to say will be as satisfactory* And f hope 
to pass a pleasant evening with your leddy- 
ship ; and I hope to have mine ref^'cngcs on 
Mr Potler at packgammon, for the -four, 
pennies whilk he won, for he will pe surely 
at home soon, or else he wiU have a wet 
journey, seeing it is apout to pe a scud." 

Thus sayirigy with many scrapesr and: 
Imws, and apologies for leaving them/, 
which were very readily received, and re- 
iterated assurances rf his speedy rctnrii,, 
(of the sincerity whereof Mirs Butler enter- 
tained no douhty so long as her best grey- 
beard of brandy was upon duty,) Duncan » 
left the Manse, collected his fUfowers, and. 
began to scour thcj elose and entangled 
wood which lay betweta the little glen and. 
flre Caird's Cavt. David,^ tvho was a £1;^ 
▼ourite with the Captain, on account of 
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his spirit and courage, took the opportuni- 
ty of escaping, to attend the investigatioua 
of that great man. 
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CHAPTER XIV^ 



I did send for tbee. 



That Talbof 9 name might be in thee revived. 
When 8iq[>lei8 age* and weak unable limbSf 
Sboald bring thy Mier to bis drooping chair* 
BuV— O malignant and iH-bodiog it ai a t ■ 

Fint Pari tf Henry the Sixtk^ 

Duncan and his party had not proceeded 
very far in the direction of the Caird^s Cove 
before they heard a shott which was quickly 
followed by one or two others. ** Some 
tamn'd villains among the roe-deer/* said 
Duncan ; <* look sharp out» lads»'^ 

The clash of swords was next heard» and 
Duncan and his myrmidons hastening to the 
spot, found Butler and Sir George Staunton's 
servant in the hands of four ruffians. »Sr 
Greorge himself lay stretched on the ground, 
with his drawn sword in his hand. Duncan, 
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who was as bwve as a lion, instaatly fired 
his pistol at the leader of the band, un- 
sheathed, his swordy cried out to his men^ 
CXaynuire! and run his weapon through the 
body of the fellow whom he had .previously 
wounded, who was no other than Donacha 
dhu na Dunaigh himself. The other ban- 
ditti were speedily overpowered, except- 
ing one young lad, who made wonderful 
resistance fi>r his j^earn^ . and was at length 
secured with difficulty. - 

Butler, so soon as he was liberated from 
the ruffiapsy ran to raise Sir George Staun- 
XQAs but life, had wholly left him. 
. ^^ A creat misfortune," said Duncan ; 
*' I think it will pe pest that I go forward 
to intimate it to the coot leddy. — Tavie, 
my dear, you hae smelled pouther for the 
fir^trtime this day — take my sword and 
hack off. Donacha's head, whilk will pe 
coot practice for you against the time you 
may wish to do the same kindness to a li- 
ving sheptleman-— or bould, as your father 
i^s not approve^ you may leave it alone. 
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as lie will be ft greater objiecHof fiAti^actioti 
to Leddy Stauntoft to «ee Mm entire ; atid 
I hope she will do mt the credit to peHeve 
that I can afenge ajshentleman^s^plood fery. 
speedily and well." 

•/ Such was the observation of a man too* 
much accustomed to the ancient state of 
manners in the Hjghlandsi to Took. u|>oa 
the issue of such a skirmisli» as any thing: 
worthy of wonder or emotion* 

Wq will not attempt to describe the 
very contrary effect which the unexpected- 
disaster produced upon Lady StautttOBy 
when the bloody corpse of her husband. 
%vas brought to the house, where she tx^ 
pected to me^t him alive and welL Ail 
was forgotten, but that he was the lover 
of her youth j arid whatever were his faults 
to the world, that he had towards her exbi* 
bited only those that arose fVom the inequa* 
lity of spirits, and temper, incident to a si^ 
luation of unparalleled, difficulty. In the 
vivacity of her grief sire gave way to all the 
natural irritability of her temper $ ^hrkk 
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f|^«fllftl;ifb«ici!:» wd simto sbcoeeded to.' 
^M§mu iltKeqfsittd ail Jeamie^s' watohful afw 
ieiie^tlwt to |>r6Veftt hei fpote making known^ 
ia4tes6|iatt)xy9in8o6affitcti(ni« nbcb which- 
it.1«a3 of the Ughest unportMce that shei 

, At \mgth mifmoe : and exhaustion sue* 
ceo^ed to frenzy^ aod Jeanie stole out tcK 
tak^ .wunail with, her busband^ and' to ex- 
hort hstti^to Ai^qiatethQ Gaptaini's inter. 
f6iieo«ei bji: tadoiag f)ossesfi^ in Lady 
Sta^mton's oame^ of' the! private papers of 
her deceased husband* To the attei^ asto- 
Biahmesat of Buideri she now^ f<»r the first 
iimcv explaiBed the reiat&iR betwix!t herself 
and Lady Stauntoa^ ^ixhiofa authorized, nay, 
demaiidedt that he should prevent any stran^ 
ger from being unneeessaiily made acquaint- 
ed with her family afiaiks. li was in Such a 
crisis that Jeanie^s active and undaunted 
habits of virtuoiM^ ex£irtion. were most coit* 
spicuous. While the Captaiofs attex^on 
Ws still eegaged by a prolonged refresh^ 
mentf and ja iv^ry t^iom csaminatioQ^' iii 



Gielte and BngliiK of. tflLtjAte pdmrntm^ 
and every ^other witness oi the'ftUl tniiii» 
M/tmOf die had die body 4f ker brolliM* 
in-law uodmaaed and properly diifkiaedi-^ 
K then appeared, from the eracifizK*the 
bead?, and the shirt of hair which he wore 
next his person^ that hia sense of guilt had 
kidoced hiin to jrtcebe the dogmata of a 
religion, which'«|>fetends, by ilie*maQenh 
tion of tile 'foody , to ex{nate^die>cidcMS'of 
the souL In the paeket of > pi^^rs, wbieh 
the express had brought to Sir < George 
Staufitao iron Bdinbaagh, add whf eb Biit«> 
kr, aothorizeA by ilia oonaectiM with the 
deceasbd^did not scruple to cxaqatn^ he 
found . new - and astoiiisbiog intelligence, 
whidi gave hsm reason toi tha«^ God be 
had taken that meamiae* 
: Ratcliflfe, to whom all sort <^ misdeeds 
ftnd misdoers were fiuniliar, instigated by 
the promised reward^ soon fovnd himself 
in a condition to trace the in&nt of these 
unhappy parents. The wom^P to whom 
Meg Murdockaon had sold that nrasl un^ 



IbttotiateGhiU^.had lude it the ootopar 
tsUm of her wonderiiigs and her b^gaiy« 
Otttil he iNFfts about seven or eight yeti? 
did, when, at/ilatctiffie l^aroefd .from a 
compaoion of hers^ithen in tlie,Gorr«ctio»^ 
*hou8eof Ediobuighyslie nld bim in.her ttmi 
to Donacba dfairita Dunaigbt This maiv 
to whom no act of miarittef was unknown^ 
was occasionally an i^entjn a horrible 
trade then carried on betwixt jSeotland and 
America^ for; sapplying ths plantatiom with 
aeryantSy by mtznu oi kidmipphig'i as it 
was termed^ both men and women» but es- 
pecially children under age.. Hese Rat- 
ciiffe lost sight of the boy, but had no 
doubt that Qonadia Dhn conK) give an 
account of hinu The gendeonn of the 
law, so often mentioned, dispatched there* 
fore an express, with a letter to Sir George 
Staunton, and another covering a warrant 
for apprehension of Donacha, with in« 
structions to the Captain of Knodcdtmder 
to exert his utmost energy for that purpose. 
Possessed of thi6 information, land with 
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ft fiitiid agitated -by t'bff-nibst glemnjr'ap^ 
•prehensiom^ Butler mow joihed -the Cap. 
tmn, and obtained freni tiim with some dlf* 
Acuity a ^ight of the examinations. These> 
m^'^ fe^^^stiotistothe eldefirf the pri. 
^mitni soon <iMff!tMed''*&^ most HViea^dfbl 
^ Butler^ antifci^tiiobik/' We'give the Reads 
4E^ the inforttiatiotf without descending into 
tnimite dets^fe. * ' 
' Dottadha Dhir had ittd^^d purchased E& 
^e'riHiteppy fchiid; ^ith the purpose of 
selikig ii^ the Americati traders,* whom 
he had been in the habit of supplying with 
human fl«sh.> Jiut ho opportunity occur** 
ced £9t sdme time ; ai&d the boy, - who was 
known by- the name of « The Mistier,'* 
flfl^desMie impfessidn on'ttie heart and 
flfiecttons even of this rude savage, per- 
haps because he saw in him flashes of a 
^rit as 'fierce and vindictive as his own. 
Whe^ Donacha struck^ ot thi'eatened him 
*^a very common occurrehce-^be did not 
answer with complaints and entreaties like 
other children, but with oathi and efforts 
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at revenge— he had all the wild merit, 
too, by which Woggarwolfe's arrow-bear- 
itig page won the hard heart of his master ; 

Like b W9d cub; re^^d at the mffitfi'a feet^. 
' H^coitldiMjibitkif ]Ort0j4)(4ddilti«8 8i]^^ 
, Ati4 quaff big foiipung bufQijer «t the bo^rd. 
With oU tl^^ mockery q{ a little num.* . ' 

In short, as DonacbaDbu^aid, the Whis{« 
ler was a born imp 'of Satra^ and there^e 
he shoiild Qever leave him. Accordingly, 
from hisjeleventh year forward, he was one 
of the band, and often engaged in acts of 
violence. The last <^ these wi^ mor^ im- 
mediately occasipi^ed by the researches 
ivljiich the Whistler's real father made, af- 
ter him whom, he was tai^ht to consider 
as such. Donacba Dhu's fears had been 
for some time .excited by the strength of 
the means which began now to be employ- 
:^d against persons of bis description. He 

* Bthwald. 
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was sensibk be existed only by the piecs* 
nous indulgenee of his nMnesafce* Duojcan 
of Knockduiider» who was used to boast that 
he could put him down or string kun up 
when he had a mivd. He resohed to leave 
the kingdom by means of mo of those 
sloops which were engaged in the tndic of 
his old kidnapping friends, and wkidi was 
about to sail for America ; bat he was de« 
sirous first to strike a bidd stroke* 

The ruffian^s cupidity was excited by 
the intelligence that a wealthy English- 
man was coming to the Manse— *he had mi- 
ther forgotten the Whistler's rqiort of the. 
gold he had seen in Lady Staunton's purse» 
nor his old vow of revenge agiunst the 
minister; and, to bring the whole to a 
pointy he conceived the hope of appro- 
priating the money, whicfa» according to 
the general report of the country, the mi- 
nister was to bring from Edinburgh to pay 
for his new purchase. While he was con- 
sidering how he n%ht bea4 Mreomplish his 
purpose, he received the intelligence firom 



TWE, BSBART W MUMLOTHIAN. 9^1 

one quarter^ thait t)ie vessd m . which he 
pnoposed to saili was to saii immediately, 
from Greendck ; from^ anolher^ Abat the 
itt^ibiister and a rich EngHsb lord, with, a 
gre^t many thousand poundjs, were eaLpect- 
ed the nett evening at the rMaoae^ ajMl 
9it>m'' a third,, that he must coBsuk. bis 
isklPidty^hy ieaving hii ordinary baunts as 
sb6n as possible^ for that the Captain had 
ordered o»t a party to scour the gtens for 
him at break of day. Dovacha laid his 
plMs with profDptdtude and dedsion. .He 
rambarkM whh the Whistler andrtwo^fHhei^ 
of his gang, (whom, 1>y the- bye, be meant; 
to seil to tke kidnappers^) :and set-^iail 
for the Caiiti's Cove. Hemtendedto lurk. 
t% night'&U in tte wood lAijoiniog to thiir 
]^lace/ which he thought was too. nean t^e 
habitatioji of tnen^ to exbite the suspjciea 
of Duncan Knock, then break into Butler'a 
]^eaceM habitation, and ^edi at once, his 
appetite for plunder and revenge. When 
his villainy was Moonqfrfirfied^ his boat w«ft 
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to convey him to the ve^el, which» aceted* 
ing to previous agreement with the master^ 
was instaoUy to set sail. 

This desperate design would probdUy 
have succeeded, but for the ruflkns beiog 
discovered in their lurking-plaee by Sir 
George Staunton and %ttler, in their acci- 
dental waHc ftcm the Caird's Cove towarcb 
the Manse. Finding himsdf detected , and 
at the same time observing that the servant 
carried a isasket, or strong«bdx» Donacha 
conceived that both his prize «nd his vie- 
tttns were within his power, and attadced 
the travellers without hesitation. iShots 
were fired and swords drawn on b^A sides ; 
Sir George Staunton offered the bravest 
resistance^ t31 he fell, as there was too 
much reason to believe, by the hand of a 
son, so long sought^ and now rt ienglli so 
unhappily discovered. 

WhUe. Butler was half-stunned with this 
intdligence, the hoarse voice of Knock* 
dunder added to his 
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• ** I will take the liperty to take down 
the pelUropes, Mr Putlar, as I must pe ta^ 
king order to hang these idle people up to- 
morrow itnoming, to teach them more con- 
sideration in their doings in future." 

Butler entreated him to remember the 
act abolishing the heritable jurisdictions^ 
and that he ought to send them to Glas- 
gow or Inverara^ to be tried by the Circuit. 
Duncan scorned l^e proposal. 

^* The Jurisdiction Act," he said, *^ had 
nothing to do put with the rebels^ and spe* 
cially not with Argyle^s country, and he 
would hang the men up all three in one 
ro^ before coot Leddy Staunton's windows^ 
which would be a creat comfort to her in 
the morning to see that the coot gentleman, 
her husband, had been suitably afenged.'* 

And the utmost length that Butler's most 
earnest entreaties could prevail, was, that 
he would reserve '< the twa pig carles for 
the circuit, but as for him they ca'd the 
Fustier, he should try how he could fustic 
in a swinging tow, for it suldna be said that 



a staen^eoiatt, firtead'to the I>iike» was.kiU- 
•d in im cbmtiy, amd iiis people didoa 
tfldfie at leaet twft lives for ane." 

Butter entfteted biiii to span the victim^ 
for hi$ soil's ssfte. But Knookdundcpr an- 
swered» ^vthat the Mai <of such « sctnn {had 
,foeeo liHigfthe Mfilts proper ty» sand that. Cot 
tamn I he wis determined to»gif the tefil his 
due.** 

All persuataioD '«tts4n vwjit 4ind DiiniTan 
issued his mandate for ^x^oution on* the 
SHGceeding morning. The. child of guilt 
and misery^ was^ s^arated Iboqi hta oiMnpa- 
nions^ atroa^y^ pinioned, vid CQmniitted 
,to a separate roott), of n^fhieh the Captain 
'keptjfbe key. 

In ^ the silence. of the night, however, 
Mrs Butler arose, resolved, if possible, to 
: avert, at least to delay, the fate which hung 
over he^ nephew, eepecially if, upon con- 
versing with him, she should see any hope 
'^f his being brought to.betl^ teqiper. She 
had a master-key that opened every Lock 
in the house i and at midn^ht, when' all 
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was still, i^e stood before the eyes of the 
astonished young savage, as, hard*boand 
with cords, he lay, like a sheep designed 
for slai:^htcr, upon a quantity of the refuse 
of flax which filled a comer in the apart- 
ment AniM features sun-burnt, tawny, 
grimed with dirt^ and obscured by his shag- 
gy hair of a rusted l^ck colour, Jeanie 
tried in vain to trade the likeness of either 
of his very handsome parents* Yet how 
could she refuse compassion to a creature 
so young and so wretched^— ^o much more 
wretched than ev&i he himself could be 
aware of, since the murder he had too pro- 
bably committed with his own hand, but in 
which he had at any rate participated, was 
in fact a parricide^ She ^aced food on a 
table near him, raised him, and slacked the 
cords on his arms, so as to permit him to 
fe^d himself ? He stretched out his hands, 
still smeared with blood, perhaps that of 
his falbtf} SU04 he ate voraciously and in 
siklrace. 

42 



3$$ « TAtM$'m'wn^Mamumm0 : 

«« What is yam 6nt name f ' said Jeane, 
hy way of opening tbe ocmwrMtion. 

« The Whistlen*'^ 

<< But your Christian naoi^ by whidi 
you were baptised I" 

<< 1 never was baptized thiit I know of-— 
I have no other name than the Whislter.^ 

<^ Poor unhappy abandoned lad^h said 
Jeanie ; '^ Whi|t wocdd ye do if ye could 
escape from thiil place, and the de^^ yoa 
are to die to-^morrow morning F' 

«< Join wi' Rob Roy, or w^ Seijeant 
More Cameron, (noted freebooteis at liiat 
time,) and revenge Donacha^ death on all 
and sundry.*? 

" O ye unhappy boy,** said Jeanie, •* do 
ye ken what witl come o^ ye when ye die f' 

«< I shall neither feel cavld nor fatinget 
more," said the youth dog|^dly« 

«< To let him be execute in tMa >dreadfiil 

state of mind would be to destroy baith 

body and soul-^^^Aid toiet Mm fmog I dare 

not — what will be done ?-«-But he 4s say 

sister's son->-^niy dwn nephew«-Hmr f^ssh 

^6 
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and biood-^aiid Iris hands aod feet are 
yerked as itight as cords can be drawn.— 
Whistler, do the C0rdsfattrt yott?'' 

<< Jtoty if I were to slacken ihenn you 
wonid ;harm me ?*' 

^< No, I would not^^you never lian&ed 
me^ or miiie/' ' ^ 

«* There may be good in him yet,*' 
thought Jeanie^i^^' I wiU try fan: play with 
him/' 

She cut his boDd»«h«-be stood upright, 
looked round with a laugh of wild exulta- 
tion, clapped his Imnds together, and isiprung 
from the ground, as if in transport on find- 
ing himsdf-at liberty. He looked so wild, 
that Jeanie tremblqd at what ahe had done* 

^* Let me out/' said the young savage* 

" I wunna, unless you promise'*—— 

<< Then PU make you ^lad to let us both 
out** 

He smsed the lighted candle and threiw 
it among the flax, which was instantly in 
a flame. Jeanie screamed) and ran out «f 
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Ae room } the prisoner rusdiied past her^ 
threw open a window in the passage, jump- 
ed into the garden, sprung over its «iclo- 
sure, bounded tbrmigh the woods like a 
deer, and gained the sea^shore. Meantime, 
the fire was extinguiriied, but the prisoner 
was sought in vain* Ajs Jeanie kept her 
own secret, the ^are she had in hts escape 
was not discovered ; but they learned his 
fate some time afterwards— it was as wHd as 
his life had hitherto been. 

The anxious enquiries of Butler iit length 
learned that the youth ^d gained the ship 
in which hi&master, Donacha, had designed 
to embark. ]3ut the avaricious shipmaster, 
inured by his evil trade to every species 
of treachery, and disappointed of the. rich 
booty which Donacba had pit^posed to 
bring aboard, secured the pei^on of the fu- 
gitive, and having transj^rted him to Ame- 
rica, sold him as a slave, or indented servant, 
to a Virginian planter, far up the country. 
When these tidings reached Butler, he sent 
over to America asuffici^t sum to redeem 
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ike lad irom 8lavecy» mhh iiusHCructioiv tbftt 
'ttieasure» should be taken tot. tcapcovi^ 
big fiiitid, .rotxatoing li» evil.propemitiefy 
HBfd encooragmg whatever good piigbt ^• 
pear ia his dhasaoter« ; Bot this aid camo 
too late. Th^ ycaittg man <had headed 4 
conspiracy in which his iobuixmn master 
was put to death, and had then fled, to the 
next tribe of wild Indians. He waS: never 
more beard of $ and it may therefore )>e pre- 
sumed that he lived and died after the man- 
ner of that savage people, with whom his 
previous habits had well fitted him to as- 
sociate* 

' AU hopes of the young man's reforma- 
tion being now ended, Mr s^d Mrs Butler 
thought it oouid serve no purpose to ex- 
plain to Lady Staunton a history so full 
of horror. She remained their guest more 
than a year, during the greater part of 
which period het grief was excessive. In 
the latter months, it assumed the appear- 
ance of liatiessaess and low spirits, which 
the monotony of her sister's quiet establish- 
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fluent aSEofded no means of dissipatinf* 
Effie, from her earliest youth, was never 
formed for a quiet low content. Far dif« 
ferent from her sister, she required the dis- 
sipation of society to divert her sorrow, or 
enhance her joy. She Irft the seclusicm of 
Knocktartitie with tears of sineere affection, 
and aiier heaping its inmates with all she 
could think of that might be valuable in 
th^ eyes, ^t she did leave it, and when 
the anguish of the parting w» over, her 
departure was a relief to both sisters* 

The family at the Manse of Knocktarli* 
tie, in their own quiet happiness, he«d ci 
the welUdowered tod beautiful Lady Staun* 
ton resuming her place in the fashionaUe 
world. They learned it by moate substan- 
tial (HTOofs ; for David^ received a commis« 
sion, and as the military spirit of. Bible But* 
ler seemed to have revived in him> his good 
behaviour qualified th^ envy of five hundred 
young Highland cadets, •• come of good 
houses," who were astonished at the r^pi- 
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dity of his promotioiu Reuben followed 
the law, and rose more slowly, yet surely. 
Eupbemia Butler, whose fortune, augment* 
ed by her iftint's generosity, and added to 
her own beauty, rendered her no small 
{Hrize, married a Highland laird, who never 
asked the name of her grandfather, and 
was loaded on the occasion with presents 
from Lady Staunton, w^ch made her the 
envy of all the beauties in Dumbarton and 
Argyle*shires. 

After l^^ing nearly ten years in the fa« 
^onable world, and hiding, like many of 
her compeers, an aching heart with a gay 
demeanoui' ;— after declining repealed of- 
fers of the most respectable kind for a se- 
cond matrimonial engagement. Lady Staun* 
ton betrayed the inward wound by retiring 
to the continent, and taking up her abode 
in^ the convent where she had received her 
education. She never took the veil, but 
lived and died in severe seclusion, and in 
the practice of .the Eoman Catholic reli- 
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gion, in att its formal obsww&eeSy vig^ 
and austeritiei. 

' Jeafiie kad 00 mucli oS ber fiitharfa a|Mffit 
as to sonow bitterly for this apostac^,; and 
Butler joined in her vagset. ^^ Yet angr re- 
ligiont however imperfoct/' he said^ << was 
better than cold scepticism, or the hurry, 
ing din of dissipation, which fills the ears of 
worldlings, until they care for none of these 
things." 

Meanwhile, happy in each other, in the 
prosperity of their family, and the love and 
honour of all who knew them, tiiis simple 
pair lived beloved, and died lamented. 



se 



RsADEft^-This tale will not be told in 
vain, if it shall be found to illustrate the 
great truth, that guilt, though it may attain 
temporal splendour, can never confer real 
happiness ; that the^evil oonsequeaces of 
our crimes long survive tiheir commissioii. 



and» like the ghosts of the murdered, for 
ever haunt the steps of the malefactor; 
and that the paths of virtue, though sel- 
dom those of worldly greatness, are always 
those of pleasantness and peace* 
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L'JEnvay^ hy Jedediah CtEimBOXHAM. 



Thus concludeth the Tale of «« Thb 
Heart of Mii>.Lothian/' which hath fill, 
ed more pfpea than I jOppuDQd^ The Heart 
of Mid^^Lothian is now no moref or ra- 
ther it is transferred to the extreme side 
of the cityt even as the Sieur Jean Bap- 
tiste Poquelin hath it» in his pleasant co- 
medy called Le Medecm Malgre lui, where 
the simulated doctor wittily replteth to a 
charge, that he had placed the heart on 
the right side^ instead of the leA, ** Cela 
itoU oMtrefbis ainsi, mais nous awms ehangS 
taut cela."* Of which witty speech^, if any 
reader shall demand the purport^ I have 
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only to respond, that I teach the French 
as well as the Classical tongues, at the easy 
rate of five shillings per quarter, as my ad- 
vertisements are periodically making known 
to the public. 
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